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P R E F A EK. 


Lelthed Phyſician, Dr. Smith, | in his 
Portrait of old Age, p. 257] expreſſcth 


his earneſt deſire, that Phyſicians would ftu- 


/ nafly rhe gerocomical part of phyſick, or what 


EW, Cano) 


_ relates to the health and eaſe of old perſons 
more than they do. © Indeed, ſaith he, no 
part wants our help ſo much as this, For, 
among all the verboſe Grecians, there is not 
one complete traCt upon this ſubje&, There 
are. few to be found among all other wri- 
ters; and thoſe miſerable and barren. The 
improvement that may be made in this part 
of phyſick would be as uſeful to mankind, 
as any one diſcovery of nature hitherto 
made.” —— The like may, in ſome degree, 
be ſaid of attempts to promote the religious 
improvement and comfort of aged perſons, 
A'2 There 
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| There are ſome celebrated pieces of the 
 - Heathen Philoſophers, on the ſubject of old Gree 
Age. Some Germans: have written upon it; 
| but very few of our own Divines, Steele's 
Treatiſe on old Age is very uſeful, and was 
much eſteemed and read in the laſt century, 
but is now become ſcarce and almoſt for- 
gotten. The tra&ts of Davies and Peers, 
tho? ſerious and uſeful, chiefly center in one 
point, and that not ſufficiently peculiar, | 
viz. preparation for Death and Eternity, Ic 
ſeems natural that perſons ſhould read, with 
ſpecial attention and regard, what is parti- 
 cularly addreſſed to them, and ſuited to their 
age and circumſtances. It is, no doubt, on 
this principle, that many volumes of fer- | 
mons to young perſons have been publiſhed 
within the laſt forty Years: and of Jate, 
particular addreſſes have been made from 
the preſs, to the poor and the great, and to 
young perſons of each ſex, which have been 
well received, and, I am perſuaded, have 
done much good. But I have not ſeen nor. 
heard of any ſermons immediately addreſſed 
to 
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to the Aped : yet ſurely, they highly deſerve 
eſteetn, compaſiton and afliſtance : and they 
may expect, among other a&ts of.reſpect and. 
kindnels,' to have ſuch advices; encourage- 
ments and conſolations, addreſſed to them, as- 
may, by the bleſſing of Gop, contribute to 
make their old age honourable, comfortable 
and uſeful, and ſmooth the laſt ſcenes of 
their lives, This is attempted in' the. follow- ' 
ing diſcourſes, I am. far. from: pretending 
to equal. the compolures. of my honoured. 
_ fathers and brethren, who. have addreſſed to 
the Young. But muck accuracy, ſprightli- 
| neſs and elegance, do. not. feem neceſſary 
in addreſſing the Aged. What is abſtruſe, 
critical -and. difficult, 1 is here avoided, as. it 
appeared improper. and abſurd to trouble 
perſons, who are in the decline of life, with 
| ſuch things: and I have long obſerved, 
that they are beſt pleaſed with what is 
_ plain, ſimple and affeCtionate. ' 
Theſe ſermons were delivered in the 
courſe of my ſtated miniſtry, and -moſt of 
them on the laſt Lord's Days of ſucceſlive 
A J £ VEears ;. 
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years ; it being my cuſtom, on thoſe days, 
to addreſs more immediately to my aged 
friends, to whom thoſe addrefles were very 
acceptable, and, I hope, beneficial. I was 
| more diſpoſed to employ ſome time in pre- 
paring them for the preſs, as providence 
| hath rendered me incapable of being uſeful 
in other ways; and as I am myſelf decli- 
ning into the vale of years, and, by long- 
continued daily infirmities, got very far 
into it, From much experience, therefore, _ 
I know how to pity the Aged under their 
infirmities and decays, and- defire to be 


their humble monitor and comforter. 


I hope the ſubjeds of theſe diſcourſes will 
be thought ſuitable to the circumſtances of 
the generality of the Aged; and that other 
infirm and afflicted perſons, tho? not old, 
- may find ſome things in this volume, which 
may affiſt them to bear and improve their 
afflictions, as becometh' Chriſtians. The affi- 
nity there is between ſome of the ſubjeRs, 
occaſioned the ſame thoughts to be repeated, 


which could not be avoided without injut- 
tice 


»* 


EN FACE i 
tice to the ſubjefts and the readers, On the 
other hand, ſome important thoughts are 
omitted, or only hinted at, in places, where 
it might be expected they ſhould have been 
introduced, or largely diſcuſſed; becauſe 


they are inſerted and enlarged upon 1n ſome: 
other diſcourſe; 


I take this opportunity of publickly 
_ expreſſing my gratitude to Gop, for the 
_ tavourable reception, which my volume of 
Diſcourſes on ſecret and family Prayer, and the 
religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, hath 
met with : + and would alſo acknowledge 
my obligations to my friends and many 
others, who have recommended and encou- 
raged the ſpread of them ; and particularly 
to thoſe, who have generouſly diſtributed 
them among poor families. I ſhall eſteem _ 

"Ws inevier honour, and the ground of fer-. 
vent thankfulneſs. to Gop, if he 1s pleaſed 
to make theſe diſcourſes ſubſervient to the 
holineſs and conſolation of my aged bre-_ 
7 | thren, . 
+ A ſecond Edition of theſe Diſcourſes was lately publiſhed: 
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thren, and other companions in the tribula. 

_ tion and patience of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
To them they are very reſpe&fully dedi- 
cated : and LI intreat their earneſt prayers, 
that I may daily manifeſt the graces which | 
I recommend to their cultivation ; that I 

may finiſh my courſe with joy, and meet 
them in that world of everlaſting health 
and vigour, glory and fehicity, for which 

_ all our affictons and decays, all our reli- 
gious privileges and: the means. of grace, 
are Fatt tO Prepare us. Amen. 


Kidderminſter, | 
Sept, Ig, 177 he | F. QO. 
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The Difference between the AQtivity of | 
Youth and the: Infirmities. of Age. 


Tonn xxi, 18,. 


_ ur ity, Verili; I. ſay unto thee, When thou 
waſk young, thou girdedſt thyſelf, and. 

_ evalkedſt whither thou wouldeft : but when 
thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt. ſtretch forth 
thy Hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and- 
carry thee whither thou Wwouldeſt not, 


*: U R: blefled- Lord, juſt- before his 
\_# aſcenſion to Heaven, .had caten with 

his Apoſtles, and enquired particularly of. 

Peter, three times,. whether he loved him ?. 

Peter, having appealed to him fos.. the - 

fincerity of his love,, Chriſt commands 

him to ſhow that love by. feeding his Sheep 
and Lambs, taking care of the intereſt of 
his church and. neople, even the weakeſt 

of them, He then foretells that this 

poſtle ſhould die a violent death, and 

A 5 follow 
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_ follow his Maſter to the croſs: and he 


makes a compariſon between the ſtrength, 
agility and liberty he poſſeſſed and exer- 
ciled, when he was young, and what he 
ſhould feel and ſuffer when he was an old 
man, Tho? the words principally refer to 
the manner in which Peter ſhould ſuffer, 
and (as the evangeliſt in the next verſe 
znterprets it) by what Death he ſhould 
clority Gop ; yet, the compariſon being _ 
_ tounded on the difference there is between 
' Youth and Age, they may naturally be 
applied to the circumſtances of all in the 
advance of life. Yerily, Verily, IT ſay unto 
thee, When thou waſt young, thou pirdedj|t 
thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou wouldeſt : 
but when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch 
forth thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, 
and carry thee whither thou : wouldeſt not, 
Let me conlider, 


I. -The View here given us of the 
Strength and Activity of Youth, 


II. Of the Weakneſs. and Infirmities of 
' Age, — and dire you to the proper 


Improvement of each. As I am at this 
_ time particularly to addreſs the Aged, I 
 ſthall but touch upon the former; tho 

whatever 


S, 1; Youth and Age. $ 


| whatever contributes to the wiſdom and 
piety of Youth, contributes to the com- 
fort of Age. ——Let me conſider, 


I. The View here given of the Strength -— 
and Adtivity of Youth, 


©* When thou waſt won: Pick Chriſt to 
Peter, thou girdedſt thyſelf and walkedſt 
whither thou wouldeſt.” © The glory of 
young men, faith Solomon, is their Strength.'* 
They are ſtrong and fit for a&tion ; perform 
any buſineſs they undertake, with caſe, They _ 
are ſeldom afraid of dangers, or diſcouraged 
by difficulties. They gird themſelves, to pre- 
pare for labouring and travelling : they need 
little help, and will ſoon diſpatch what 1s 
within the compaſs of their ability. They 
_ walk whither they will with eaſe and agility, 
without any pain or ſtiffneſs in'their limbs. 
| Their joints are ſtrong and pliable; their 
finews and muſcles firm, and their nerves 
braced. When they are tired, they ſleep 
ſound and ſoon recover their ſtrength. They 
are ſo capable of motion and action, and 
have ſuch a natural inclination to it, that 
inactivity is generally a penance to them, 
4. NS ang 


® Proy, XX. 29» 
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and there ts ſcarce any thing they diſlike 
- more than. confinement. 
miſs this Head, without making two re- 


=, flections from it. 


1. How abſurd is it -& Youth to ve 
 indolent and inaftive! 


. Providence hath given them Strength 
| and intends that they ſhould uſe it. By a 
moderate exertion of it in buſineſs or mo- 
tion, It increaſeth. Yet there are too many 
| inſtances of young perſons, who are unna- 
 rurally indolent. "They love ſleep and inac- 
tivity, and thereby weaken their ſtrength 


 _ and ſtupify their faculties. If they go from 


home, they ſaunter along, as if their limbs 
would not carry them. When they are 
engaged-in buſineſs, they doze over it, and 
teem to go 0a heavily in every thing, This 


YT very unhappy diſpoſition, InaCtivity 1s 


bad for their health: it is a hindrance to 
their progreſs in buſineſs, and their profit by 
it, They ſeldom overcome this evil habit 
in future life, and thereby often come to 
poverty. Beſides, this indolent temper lay- 
eth them open to many zemptations ; Par- 
| ticularly to bad company, to neglect the 
means 


--Þ cannot dif. 
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' means of grace: and all thoſe branches of _ 
Religion, which require labour and {elt- 
denial, This unhappy diſpoſition in Youth 
is often owing to the fooliſh indulgence of 
their parents, eſpecially if their conſtitutions 
are not vigorous. It appears therefore a 
matter of great importance, that parents 
ſhould teach, and even oblige, their children 
' to be diligent and active ; to go about their 
buſineſs and even their play, with refolu- 
tion, courage and: diſpatch; in a word, to. 
do as much for themſelves, and have as 
little help from. others, as PEE. Let 
us reflect, 


2, How reafonatile: and: deſirable is it 
for young perſons to employ their Strength 
and Activity in Gor? n” ſervice !. 


Tho? you are young, yet you are rational 
creatures, and. the ſubje&ts and ſervants 
of Gop., and therefore ſhould devote your 
Strength -to the ſervice and honour of him, 
who gave. it. -It is pity it ſhould all be 
employed in purſuing the world, or ſerving 
divers luſts and pleaſures ; ;. that you. ſhould 
give your Strength to ſin, and your ways 
to that which deſtroyeth Souls, How lad 
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is It, that you ſhould purſue your pleaſures 
with vigour. and ſpirit, and yet have no life 
--M Religion That you- ſhould readily walk 
_ fo every aſſembly, but the ſolemn aſflembly; 
and dance or ſport till F_ A or after it, 
* and yet ſay of Gop's ſervice, © what a wea- 
_ rineſs is 12? and when will the Sabbath be 
| gone ?? That you ſhould ſpend: hour after 
hour at a card-table, and yet be tired in 
hearing or reading a ſermon ! Whereas, ac- 
_ cording to St. John's words, * Becauſe you 
are ſtroxg, the word of Gop ought to-abide in 
| you, and ye ought to overcome the wicked 
one,' * Let Gop then, my young friends, 
have the prime of your days, the vigour 
of your ſtrength and the warmth of your 
affeftions. He claims,. and he deſerves 
. theſe: and if you are not as active in his 
ſervice, as you are in your buſineſs and 
pleaſures, it is a ſign that you want wi/dom, 
and you are laying a foundation for forrow 
and remorſe. For the words of the text 
may be applied to an old ſinner, When 
thou waſt young thou ' girdedſt thyſelf, 
and walkedt whither thou wouldedſt ; but 
when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt rrerch : 


forth - Bec hands, and another ſhall gird 
| thee, 
Þ® 2 John i, 24+ 
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thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldeſt 
not.” You will be bound in the fetters of 
iniquity and carried into captivity, The 
powers of your ſouls will be enfeebled ; and 
you will have loſt that degree of ſtrength, 
which you now have to break your bonds 
aſunder., You may attempt it again and 
again, but in vain. Conſider therefore now, 
that Age will quickly come, and weaken 
your ſtrength in the way, the ſtrength i 
both of body and mind, if ſickneſs doth { 
not do it before. Therefore Solomon ex-. 
| horts, © Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy Youth, before the evil days 
come, and the years draw nigh, when wou 
ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them.'® 
But this leads me to confider, 


IL. The View given us in the text of the 
Weakneſs and Infirmities of Age. 


When men grow old, they ſtretch forth 
their hands for help; want others to guide 
and aſſiſt them z and they have, in general,. 
an unwillingneſs to die. Inſtead of walk-. 
ing where they would, as they did when they 
were young, they are confined to a nayrow 
iphere 1 ; 


0: Fccl;: $i, I. --- 
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| ſphere, moye flowly- and: with: difficulty,. 
thro? the weakneſs of their ſight,: the ſhort- 
neſs of their breath, or the decay of their 
- ſtrength. Fear is in the way; and they are 
{oon tired, The keepers of the houſe, the hands 
and arms, zremble ; and the ſtrong men, the 
legs and-thighs, bow themſelves. Their feet, 
that carried then many pleaſant. walks and 
vilits, now move with difficulty. and pain. 
"Their hands, that uſed. te: work, grow ſo 
weak, that they can ſcarce dreſs or feed 
_ themſelves: and- the back, that uſed to ſap- 
' port the building, bends and. ſtoops under 
_ the burden of years.. They are not able to 
help others-or defend. themſelves. They are 
glad of. a ſtaff to reſt upon; or ſome friendly 
hand to ſupport their tottering ſteps. Even 
their ftrength is labour and forrow.. The 
graſshopper is a burden, and. appetite fails; 
and, thro* various Infirmities, the clouds 
return. after the rain. And yet it is often 
found, that they are unwilling to die, tho' 
_ they have not, like Peter, the' profpeCt of a 
violent death before: them. To be carried 
to the grave is to be carried, wwhither they 
would not ;,, and ſome of them, thro* fear of 
ark are all their life-rime ſubje& to bon- 
| dage. 
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_ — Put this is fo plain, that it needs 
no further illuſtration. The great thing 1s, 

to attend: to the proper Improvement to be 
made of I, which: will be in the following; 


REFLECTIONS. 


\ Let us adore the wiſdom of Gov 
in "ha difference between the Young 
and the Aged. : 


| In the preſent ſtate of the world this dif- 
ference may be called natural; tho' the In- 
firmities of Age: may rather be conſidered as 
unnatural, being the conſequence of man's 
apoſtacy. from Gop. Nevertheleſs,. the wiſ- 
dom of Providence is apparent in this dif- 
ference. One is ſometimes ready to wiſh, 
that the Aged, who have moſt wiſdom and 
experience, had moſt ſtrepgth : but while 
we have old heads: to contrive and advile, 
and young hands to work, it comes much 
to the ſame. Beſides, had the Aped the 
ſtrength of Youth, they would be more 
ready to defpife the Young, than they now 
are, The Young have opportunities.of im- 
proving by the experience of the Aged ; of 
cultivating and ſhowing compaſſion and bes 
nevolence to them, and requiting the tender 

Care 
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care they manifeſted to them in their help- 
leſs infancy. The ſight of the Aged and 
their various Infirmities, tends to. engage 
young people to make a prudent preparation 
for Ape, by diligence, frugality, a friendly 

obliging temper ; and. eſpecially by a cloſe 
application to ſerious Religion, Gop hath, 
in this reſpect, diſtributed his gifts variouſly. 
As in the natural body, © the eye cannot 
fay to the hand, nor the head to the feet, I 
| have no need of you;' ſo neither can the 
Aged ſay to the Young, nor the Young to 
the Agedzawerhave no- need of you, — 
Their Infirmities are hikewiſe: a. ſtanding 
| token of the evil of Sm; and hint to them-_ 
ſelves_ and all about them, what a Gitter 
thing it is to revolt from Gor. —— They 
are alſo wiſely appointed to wean their af- 
teftions from the: world. If Gor did not 
take them off from it by pains and weak- 
neſs, they would ſcarce know when to leave 
it," Bur ke lays them by from buſineſs 
a amuſements, that they. may. have more 
time for reading, meditation and prayer, 
| and to ſet their ſouls in order for their 
ſpeedy remove to Eternity. From the 
Infirmities of the. Aged, we 


2. Learn 
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i; Learn the wiklom of making a pru- 


dent proviſion for old Age. 


When our Lord commands us to take 
no thought for the morrow, he means only to 
reſtrain anxiety, and inordinate, exceſſive 


care; not a prudent forecaſt. It is the 
duty of young perſons to apply themſelves 


to ſome buſineſs and calling; to be diligent 
in it; to be frugal and ſaving ; that they 


may make proviſion for a family ; be raiſed 


above the temptations of poverty; enjoy 


the pleaſures of beneficence, and have a 
_ comfortable ſubſiſtence, if they ſhould live 
to be old and infirm. An apocryphal writer 
faith, © If thou haſt gathered nothing in thy 
Youth, how canft thou find any thing in 


thine Age | ? * It is therefore very criminal 
in them, eſpecially in ſervants, to be waſte- 
ful and extravagant ; to purchaſe unnecef- 
tary things, becauſe they pleaſe their fancy 
and make them hke their ſuperiours; and 
to ſpend all they get in dreſs and vanity. 


They ſeldom think what they ſhall do in | 
ſickneſs and old age. For want of that 


thought, they often prove heavy burdens to 
their triends, or to the publick, which might 
have 


® Ecclus, xxv, 3s 
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have been prevented by frugality.* A ſtate 
of dependance. is. a miſerable ſtate. to any; 
eſpecially to thoſe who have lived in plenty: 
and when men have brought-themſelves into 
ſtraits by their extravagance, they muſt ex- 
+ pet to be often reminded of it, nor will 
they be aſſiſted with chearfulneſs. It is there- | 
fore the wiſdom of young” perſons to be 
diligent, cautious and frugal ; content'\with 
Plain dreſs. and accommodations,” that they 
may lay up in ſtore. for futurity.: In this re- 
ſpe&; as Solomon obſerves,.* the. prudent man 
foreſceth the evil and hideth himſelf,” that 
- is, makes” proviſion againſt it ; but the 
fimple paſs on, without thought and « con- 
ſideration, and fo are puniſhed F—Are 
the Tnfirmities of Age ſo many, _” 


Ir is the duty of all to help and. 
comfart the Aged ; eſpecially of their own 
deſcendants. 


Nothing can be meaner or viler than to 
HE v6 yy ill ; to impoſe upon their blindneſs, 
E deafneſs 


C I. am credibly forma, that a perſon, who had lately a large' 
fam of money left to him to diſtribute in charity, had application- 

- made to him for a ſhare of it from.no leſs than thirty perſons, who 
had rode in their own coaches. How pertinent is the cantion' given 


, above, in the preſent Age! _ 8 
Þ Prov, xxit, 2. 
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_ deafneſs and decay of memory, or to deſpiſe 
them on account- of their Infirmities. Ir is, 
on the contrary, our duty, to do what we 

_ can for their ſupport, afliſtance and comfort, 
and behaveto them with reverence and reſ- 


peat. Their very Age entitles them to this; 


_ eſpecially when their -hoary heads are crowns 
of glory, being found in the way of righteouſ- 
neſs. Their former a&rvity and uſefulneſs 
ſhould be remembered to their honour, This 


alſo is the command of Gor, © Thou ſhalt 


riſe up before the hoary head, and Honour the 
face of the old man. I am the Lord.* * St, 
Peter hkewile exhorts, © Ye younger ſubmit 
 yourſebves to the elder,” But the children and 


 grand-children of aged perſons are under 


I peculiar and indiſpenſible obligations.to help 


and comfort them. They are commanded 
© 1@ ſhew piety or kindneſs at home, and to 


_ requite their parents: for that is good and 


acceptable before Gop.” + This they are 


to do, by maintaining them, if neceflary ; 
by conſulting their eaſe and honour ; by 
hearkening to their advices; and more 
eſpecially maintaining a converſation be- 


nm bs Goſpel, that their hearts may 


rejoice, 
 ® Lev, xix, 32% + x Tim, v. iy 


VB IR, er —_ 
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_ rejoice, and that they may have the reſ- 
ett, gratitude, and piety of their deſcen- 
dants to balance their griefs and lighten 


their infirmities. + ——EFrom the conlide- 
ration of theſe, we may infer, 


4. It is the wiſdom and intereſt of thoſe, 


who are advancing in bite, to ſecure what 
friends they can. 


Aped perſons want help er aſſiſtance ; 
and ſometimes for, years together. ' Their 
children may be taken away by death, re- 
moved to a diſtance, or prove ungrateful 
and diſobedient. Thoſe, whoſe duty it is to 
aſſiſt them, may be incapable or unwilling 
to do it; and it 15-often ſeen, that *© there 
is a friend who ſticks cloſer than a brother.” 
| 1 would therefore recommend it to the Aged 


to avoid every thing, that would diſguſt and 


drive away thelr friends : particularly a po- | 
fitive, ſupercilious, overbearing temper ; a 
fretful, uneaſy, diſcontented ſpirit ; always _ 
complaining of lights and negle&s ; and 
thus making the lives of all about them 
| -uncom- 
t <* My fon, help thy father in his age and; grieve him not as long 
as he liveth ; And if his underſtanding fail, have patience with him 
and deſpiſe him not, when thou art in thy full ftrength, For in the 
day of thine affliftion it ſhall be remembered,” Ecclus. jii, 12,13, &ce 


» 
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uncomfortable. Be not continually finding 
fault with your Youngers ; for they are the 
perſons who muſt help you few of your 
cotemporaries can. And it muſt be a very 
extraordinary degree either of piety, or good | 
- nature, that will: incline perſons, no way 
bound by relation, to help thoſe, who are 
always croſs and perverſe. If you drive 
away thoſe that could help you, and would 
do it with pleaſure, if you were meek, obli- 
ging and thankful, you may ſtretch out your _ 
hands in vain, and thank yourſelves for it, 
if the world appears deſirous: to be rid of 
you, © A man that hath friends, or: would 
have them, muſt ſhow himſelf friendly.” 


5. Let the Aged labour to be patient, cheaes -” 
ful, and thankful under their Infirmities. 


Conſider, my Friends, that every Ape hath 


its burdens and infirmities, its ſervices and _ 


its joys: that no ſtrange thing happens to 
you z nothing but what is: common to men 
in the decline of life. What are you better 
than your fathers ? than blind Tac, decre> . 
pit David, and aged Peter; all the favou- 
rites of Heaven ? - Conſider alſo, that 


there are many circumſtances to lighten your | 
burdens, 
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burdens, and reconcile your minds to your 

pains and infirmities. For inſtance, it is an 

honour to be old. Accordingly Ek was thus 
threatened, that * there ſhould not be an 0/d 
man in his houſe,” How many thouſands 
have you ſurvived, who ſet out in life with 


| you, and many of them ſeemed likely to 


have ſurvived you! Length of days is, I 
hope, a reward of your piety; and your gray 


head 1s your beauty and crown of 'glory. 


Remember the vigour, ſtrength and pleaſure 
_ of your Youth; and when weariſome days 
and nights are appointed to you, think 
how many eaſy and happy ones you have 


enjoyed; how many years of health, comfort 


and uſefulneſs you have been bleſſed with, 
And having received ſo much good at the 
hand of the Lord, undeſerved and forfeited 
good, will you be | impatient and unthankful 
if you receive ſome evil? —— You have 
perhaps the ſatisfaQtion to ſee your children 


_ + and children's children, which, as Solomon 


obſerves, are *.the crown. of old men,”* and to 
be witneſſes of their wiſdom, piety and uſe- 
 fulneſs, —— You have likewiſe this advan- 
tage, that the moſt dangerous appetites and 


paſſions 
© Prov, xvii, 6, 


Sy; Youth and Are, 17 


paſſions of the human frame are weakened 
by Age, and the fewel of vice almoſt 
deftroyed. © It is (as a heathen expreſſeth 
it) a ſingular privilege of old age, that it 
delivers men from that, which was moſt 
pernicious in Youth,” + Tt is well that all 
your comforts have not left you together : 
and it will be your wiſdom fairly to eſtimate 
vour' comforts and your croſſes, Let not 
your Infirmities make you forget, or be 
unthankful for, any degrees of health and 
eaſe, that are continued to you ; any help 
and kindneſs you receive from your rela- 
tions and friends, Remember particularly, 
if you are fincere Chriſtians, that * your 
falvation is nearer than when you believed ;* 
and, if you have been aCtive and zealous in 
Chriſt's ſervice, your refleftions are com- 
fortable and your hopes of glory lively. 
And this, ſurely, 1s ſufficient to balance all 
your ſorrows. I conclude this head in the 
words of a heathen philoſopher, * A quiet 
honeſt old age is to be preferred to any 
B | . other 


Paw utomc 
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T ge ſmocths our path to prudence ; ſweeps aſide 
The ſnares, keen appetite and 'paſſion ſpread 
To catch firay fools : and woe to that grey head, 
Whoſe folly would undo, what age hath done} 
| YOUNG, 
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other Age, and he that complains of it, 
is unworthy to poſſeſs it.” i Z 


6. Let the Aged endeavour to be az 
uſeful as they can, even to the laſt. 


This is indeed the duty of every man, 
in every period of his life : but I would 
now particularly urge it -upon the  Aped, 
for theſe two reaſons, They have ſome pe- 
culiar advantages for doing good—and 
yet -are prone to make their Infirmities an 
excuſe for ſloth, and to ſay, their work is 
_ done, before their capacity and ftrength are = 
quite gone. 1 exhort you to gird yourſelves 
and walk as well as you can ; giving as lit- 
tle trouble to thoſe about you, as poſlible. 
This will be much for your own health and 
eaſe, and for the comfort of your relatives 
and friends. It 1s. the duty of thoſe who 
are advancing 1n life, to reſiſt the encroach- 
ments of Age; and the nearer approach 
it makes, the more diligence they ſhould 
uſe in repelling it. They ſhould (as one 
expreſſeth it) guard againſt it as a diſtem- 
per ; conſulting their health, uſing moderate 
exerciſe, and ſuch diet both for kind and 
quantity, as may refreſh nature without 

| | loading 
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loading it. They ſhould alſo diligently em- 
ploy the faculties of the mind, and eſpe- 
cially labour to keep the memory clear and 
ſound by habitual exerciſe, For by remiſſ- 
"neſs and ſloth, the powers both of body and 
mind will decay. As your conſciences will 
charge you with much miſpenſe of time, 
endeavour to make the beſt improvement 
_ of what remaineth. Still attend regularly 
on the houſe and worſhip of Gop ; for no 
one is too old to learn, or too good not to 
need to be quickened, It 1s an inſtance 
of the wiſdom of Providence, that while 
old people often loſe their ſight and hear- 
ing, and are incapable of walking about, 
they have ftill the power of ſpeech : a 
plain _ intimation, that Gop intends you 
ſhould uſe it wiſely and for his glory. 
If you have a good treaſure in your hearts 
and are rich in chriſtian experience, com- 
municate it freely for the benefit of others. 
| © Days ſhould ſpeak, and the multitude 
of years teach wiſdom.*' * Let your Lips 
fred many, and be frequently dropping 
a. word of exhortation to thoſe who are 
Young : not with -the air and tone of a 
B2 ſour 
® ſob xxXil, 7» , 
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| ſour diftator, but with the tenderneſs of 
'a parent, and the freedom of a friend. 
While you © open your mouths with i/- 
dom, let the law of kindneſs be upon your 
tongues.*'* Exhort them to remember their 
Creator, to truſt in the Saviour's mighty 
name, to keep near to Gop in ſecret de- 
votion and publick ordinances, and to 
cheriſh brotherly love. It is ſaid of St. 
John, that when thro' age and. weakneſs, 
he was forced to be carried to the chriſtian 
_ affembly, and had only ſtrength to utter 
A few words, he would often ſay, © Little 
children, love one another.* Solomon ex- 
horteth to ſuch a condutt as this, when 
he faith, © In the morning of life ſow thy 
ſeed, and in the evening with-hold not 
thy hand; for thou knoweſt not which 


ſhall proſper, this or that z. or whether 
| they 


—_—_——— 
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0 = Tho” old, he till retain'd 
His manly fab, and energy of mind, 
Virtuous and we he .was, but not ſevere ; 
He Rill remember'd that he once was young z 
His caly preſence check'd no decent joy, 

Him ev*n the diffolute admir'd ; for he 

A graceful fieedom when he vlear” d put on, 
And laughing could inſtru, —— 


Armſtrong on Health, B, iv, 1, 224, &c. 
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they both ſhall be alike good.” + — -Kn- 
deavour to be uſeful likewiſe by praying 
for the world and the. church ; eſpecially 
- for the riſing generation, Lay up a ſtock 
of prayers for poſterity, when your walk- 
ing and working days are over. Let your 
patience, contentment and chearfulneſs, 
ſhow to all about you, that you have 
not learned the religion of Jesvs, nor 
| made fo long a profeſſion of it, in vain. 
Thus will your © laſt works be, on ſome 
accounts, better than your firſt, and 
Chriſt when he cometh, will find you fa 
doing. This was the uſe which St. Peter 
| made of our Lord's prophecy in the rext. 
* 1 think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by putting 
you in remembrance ; knowing that ſhortly 
I muſt put off this my tabernacle, even as 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhowed me.” 
Think me not aſſuming, Fathers, in theſe 
exhortations; for thus ſaith Paul to Titus, 
*Speak thou the things which become ſound 
doctrine ; that the Aged be ſober, grave, 
temperate, ſound in faith, in charity and 


B 3 11 
t 2 Pet. i, ”* Ihe. 


t Eccl. xi, 6, 
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in patience; that they behave as becometh 
| holineſs, and be teachers of good things.'* 


Let the Aped endeavour to reconcile 
their hearts to the approach of death, 


Peter, tho' old, tho! he had ſeen Chriſt's 
transfiguration, and could appeal to him 
for the ſincerity of his love, yet was diſ- 
mayed at the approach of a violent death, 
_ Hezekiah, tho* he could appeal. to Gop, 
that he had walked before him in truth 
and with an upright heart, wept ſore, when 
the prophet told him he ſhould die and 
not live. The fear of death is a natural 
paſſion ; and if 1t were not an evil, it 
_ would. never have been made the objet 
of a threatening. Even moſt of the Aged 
and infirm would live a little longer. But 
it is deſirable for your own comfort and 
the honour of Religion, that you ſhould 
Me willing to die,, on the beſt principles ; 
not ſo much to get rid. of your pains and 
infirmities, as to- ſee your Lord, and ob- 
tain the ſalvation of your ſouls. In order 
to this, quit all earthly cares, as much 


as poſlible and do not Eralp the world, 
. as. 
6 Titus ll, Is 2; Je 
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as too many PR with a dying hand, as if 
it were their God and their All. Endea- 
vour to wean your affe&ions from all things 
here below ; to have” your converſation 1n 
Heaven, and to meditate more cloſely on 
the glory to be revealed. Think, how little 
was to be done for Gop, and how little of 
Him to be enjoyed, even in your beſt days. 
Endeavour by a life of faith, meeknefs, 
patience and heavenly-mindednefs, to con». 
tract a greater ſuitableneſs to, and meetneſs_ 
for, the heavenly life, on which, you. hope | 
thro' grace, you are juſt entering ; that as 
© the outward'man' decays, the inward man 
may be renewed day by day :* that when 
you ſtand at the entrance of the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, you may fear no evil, 
but may ſay, with. a pious Miniſter in 
thoſe circumſtances,. © Come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly; I am ready.” [ FO 
only add, | 


8. Let Aged Chriſtians rejoice in the 
views of the heaveuly world : 


For there ſhall be none of the infirmi- 
ties of Age, nor any 'other infirmity or 
imperfeftion, When you groan in theſe 


B 4 _ earthly 
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earthly rabernacles, being burdened, dire® 
your thoughts to the time, and it is 
near, when you ſhall be clothed upon 
with an heavenly houſe, and mortality 
ſhall be ſwallowed up of life.” Look fur- 
ther, to the riſing day, when * the crea- 

ture ſhall be entirely delivered from. the 

| bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
{iberty of the children of Gop.* Then, 
* what is ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed 
in power ;* needing no recruits of food 
or ſleep, and ſubje&'to no pain, diſeaſe. 
nor wearineſs. The eyes, which have ſeen 
the Lord Jeſus in his glory, ſhall weep 
and be dim no more, "The head, which 
he hath graciouſly adorned with a crown 
of righteouſneſs, ſhall ache no more. The | 


EF hands, which have laid hold on eternal 


life, ſhall tremble no more : bur the holy - 
toul will poſſeſs everlaſting youth, ſtrength 
_ and vigour; and all will be employed 1n 
the praiſes and ſervices of Gop and the 
Lamb.——-1 conclude with expreſſing my 
earneſt wiſhes and prayers for you, my aged 
brethren, that your burdens may be light 


and ealy z your tempers patient, calm and 
_ chearful; 


Is Youth and Age, 25 
_ chearful; your lives honourable and uſe- 
ful to the laſt; that at length your end 
may be peace, and you may have an 
- abundant entrance into that world, where 
© there ſhall be no more death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying ; neither ſhall there 
| be any more pain: for the former things 
are all paſſed away.* 
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Barzillai's Refuſal of David's Invitation 
_ to Feruſalem conſidered. 


2 SAMUEL XIX. 34. 


And - Barzillai ſaid unto the king, How - 
long have 1 to live, that I ſhould go 
E...& with the king unto Jeruſalem | - 


\H ESE words are part of Barzillai's 
modeſt and ſerious reply to a very 
kind and generous offer, which king David 
made him. This venerable old gentleman 
had, with remarkable loyalty and benevo- 
lence, furniſhed David and his attendants 

with proviſion and other accommodations, 
| _ when he fled from his capital city, on oc- 

caſion of the rebellion of his ſon Ab/alom.+ 
When the rebellion was quelled and David 
was returning home, Barzillai came to con- 
oratulate 


| + Ch, avi. 27=29, 


S. 2. © Barzillai's Refugal, &c. 27 


oratulate him on the occaſion, and attend 


him part of-the way. The king invited 


him to come and ſpend the remainder of 
his days at Jeruſalem and eat at his table, 
and promiſed to repay to him and his fa- 
' mily, the kindneſs which he had received 
from him in the day of his diftreſs, A 
charming propoſal, had Barzillai loved the 
world and 'been fond of its honours ! But 
this venerable and worthy man declines it. 
| He makes a very handſome reply, of which 
our text is the beginning ; © How long 


have I to live, that I ſhould go up with the 


king unto Feru/alem ? 1 am this day four- 
ſcore years old.” * It 1s paſt the time of 
life for me to be intent upon ſuch things. 
I muſt not think of changing my habita- 
tion, when I muſt ſo ſoon change worlds, 
I chuſe rather to live retired from the 
cares and pleaſures of this world, that I 
may better refle&t upon, and prepare for, 


the ſolemn time, when I muſt remove from 


it; which time is near at hand.” The 
text naturally ſuggeſts theſe two remarks, 
which I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate and 


improve, with a particular view to the. 


:nſtruQtion of the Aged, 
B 6 - wn 


. 0, = et Dart lf <e Aer en te of cg 
vile ww. > hy 2 = SD A. * *% 


pn 


bo rh gs 


2 © wn / wo Low 


th þ 2 4 
mt ED WI 
5 —_ I -- 


” 
*. 
n 
_ 
tL94 
f 
7 
* 7h, 
n 
bo. 
{© % 
p » 
l 
4 
"® 
4 v7 
1 
3x ; 
- 
z 
Wa % 
ol 09 
. 
LA. 
: 
1s 
- 
- 
ns 6 
& 
os 
\ F 
: 
3 © 
* \ 
. 45347 
by & 
«6 
hs 
\ 
ty 8 
'S 
F 
* 
£ 
# 
LI 
o 
, 
b 


v. 2% a2 2, a>; 
xe ene dire - 


'q 
'Þ 


{| 
if 
7 
| 
$] 
by 
bl 


| 
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I. A ſerious conſideration of approach- 
ing Death 1s peculiarly hs a4 for aged 
perſons, 

II. The proſp e&t of a ſpeedy removal 


out of this world, ſhould wean their affec- 
Hons front 16. © - 


I. A ſerious conſideration of approach- 


| ing Death is peculiarly prope: tor aged 
perſons. | 


Barzillai in his reply T0) Navid, ſen 


to have the near approach of death chiefly 


ia his view. So he adds, v. 37, * Let 
thy ſervant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
that I may die in mine own city, and be 
2uned by the grave of my father and 
my mother.” And ſurely, ſuch a_ view 
was exceedingly proper and becoming for 
a perſon of his age, tho* he ſeemed pof- 
{efſed of much ſtrength and vigour. 
To illuſtrate this remark, let me obſerve 
in general, that it is fit, and will be 
very beneficial, for us all to conſider our 
latter end. It is to be wiſhed that all men 
were ſo wiſe, as to dwell upon the con- 
templation of death, and make the ſolemn 
ſcenes and awful conſequences of it, fami- 


liar to their minds : and that, for this evi- 
dent 


\ 


S, 9. 


dent redibn; that it is abſolutely certain ana 


unavoidable. Barzillai knew, and all men 


know, that a royal palace, however ſtrong 
and well - guarded, cannot keep out the 
king of terrors ; that no titles, honours, 
pleaſures, or enters; no wiſdom nor 
- piety, can ſcreen from its fatal ſtroke. 
Innumerable are the diſeaſes and accidents 
:o which our bodies are liable ; and - - any 


one of them may cut aſunder the thread 


of life, when it_ ſeems likely to be ſpun 
out for many years, How common fſo- 
ever theſe thoughts may be, and the fas 
which lead to them, nothing can be of 


greater importance than ſeriouſly to con- - 
fider them : ſince after death, there is the 


Judgment, when every man muſt receive his 


doom according to the things done in the 


body. —— But ſome circumſtances niake it 
peculiarly proper, that the Aged ſhould 


make theſe thoughts familiar and habitual 


to them, For inſtance, 


i. The ſpeedy | period of their lives 18 
more certain than that of others. 


"There 1s a probability that they who 
are in the prime or morning of their days, 
| | may 


of David's Invitation. 29 


—_— 


—_— 
© er Glam en te oe nee 2 
» oh 


E EI 
Q ts. a Vt Nemo Per. > ga 
. nou * 2 
Vs png - . LET IPL AG” 
5-H.» EI tne Ret IFC «> 4-H SY 


—_—_ 5 \ 
T1 
oy 
. A p 
$5 BY a. - 

: & -\ Þ 

\ 4.3 ; 

5 "$0 4 
* $44 . 

; $4 ; 

4 214 
Af / 

nz i, 

: i A. , 
£ WC 
IF Ba : 

= bo . 
p Ws } 4 C bi 

" : 

- \ 0 L 
L - 
$745 i WY 

i oe 444. 38 
a b - p 
$4 } 
} 3 

\ + \ { ” 
i l : | 

j I 

F FE } 

' 4/0708 
| 7 v3 
$3 Ih 
5 +7 s 
F : [9 
"7 25 nh 

. 4 18:4 | 
: 0-3 | 
F . p 

IHE p, 
IJ} l 
"I'S 3} 
"EX 2) 

4 
: & og. 
1 TIE - 
+3 « : 
& T3 
x 2:6 
]. $2 ' 
" © 
$4 {7 
$; c $ YL 
13S) 
$14 Fa 
6 if £4 
# $a. q 
"R437 , 
Gd 4 gay 
© a 
: 1 
$757 j 
, 14 
: F * 
; 3 
” S i; 
LIGSTS 
' F 
"$43.3 
. {48.5 
4% F 
{3-46-* 
HITEY 
vos 4 3 
- F 
2; 
Wir, 
Ci 
þ 
- 
Fi 
b of j 
1736 1 
4 y ; 
b- & 's [ 
x XP "1 
n 
6 ISL 
f' * f 
7 
9 

1% $ 

$. Bo « 
: ' T 

] Fr. & 

b, ” 

8.) 

007 

8; 

4 

> + 
[i [2 "4 & 

4 =” 

» = - 

5 ES} , 

| x (21 þ 

j I: 

r&b 

i. X 

1.4 4 

FS, 

CINE {4 

BE 7 

{-t 13S; 

; ;& 

[IL 

| « © il 

) £ 
* Fo» ? 4 

[ 4 F; 

F 1 - 

| } {- 

0: & | Fo. 

bo 8 Ii $55 

1 $ ;* i 

Bil 

g2 7 <iÞd 

[1102S 

i 1 Tf | 

' : PR 


| 28 
' oF 'F 

[s ; 4 
[9 KC . 

Wy 

% 

4 

' 

el 
8 | 

| 

«Y 


PT —IFIR of 


—_ - 


30  -Baruilat's Refuſal | Ss. " 


may continue, many years : but there 1 is no 
probability that the Aged ſhould. They 


| who are arrived to ſeventy years, which is 
called the age of man, know that they muſt 


ſhortly put off the body; and they who, 


like Barz!llai, are got ten years beyond it, 


are ſure of a very ſpeedy diſmiſſion, Their 


leaſe is juſt expired : it is time, high time, 
for them daily to expect an ejeftment, and 


to conſider what an abode and ſtate they 


ſhall be removed to, when turned out of 
theſe © houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is 


in the duſt,” ——This leads me to add, 


2. The Infireninice which are peculiar to, 
or moſt frequent in, old age, make the 


conſideration of death highly Proper. 


« The days of our years, ſaith Moſes, 


are threeſcore years and ten ; and if by rea- 


ſon of ſtrength they are fourſcore years, 


yet is their ſtrength /abour and forrow, 


for it is ſoon cut off and we flee away.” Þ 
A. vigorous hearty old man is a very un- 


common fight, The old are fſubje& to 


many and various pains and infirmities : 
7 "4; $47+,7and 


+ Plalm xc, 10, 


LI , David's Invitation. 31 


and each. of theſe is a warning, and tells 
them, they are not to ſtay long here. 
The chinks which time hath made in their 
earthly tabernacle, remind them that its 
| downfall is near; that the next ſtorm, 


the next diſeaſe may overthrow it; or, if 
it eſcapes a violent attack, it wall ſoon fall. 


_ of itſelf. Then, as Solomon beautifully ex- 


prefſeth it, © the clouds return after the 
rain,' $ one infirmity ſucceeds another, and 


their intervals of eaſe and comfort are ſhort. 
| Then © the keepers of - the houſe tremble, 


and the ſtrong men bow themſelves :* the 


arms that defended the body, tremble ; the 


_ thighs and legs that ſupported it, totter and 
bend under the weight. © Thoſe that look. 


out at the windows are darkened,” The 


eyes fail, and give the man - notice that 


they muſt ſoon be ſealed up in darkneſs. 
Now theſe ſenſible decays of nature daily 


warn them to be ſerious, and thoughtful 


_ about their journey to their Jong home. 


2. The remembrance of the many re- 
lations, friends and acquaintance whom 


they have ſurvived, ſhould EXCIte this. 


iſpoſition In them. 
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5 Barzillai's Refuſal © 'P" 


When aged perſons viſit the places 
where they have ſpent their youth, and 
| think of thoſe, who ſet out in life with 
| them, they will find very few of them 
left. How common is it to hear them 
ſaying, that they have buried all their old | 
friends and acquaintance, and ſurvived not 
only their brothers, ſiſters and yoke-fel- 
lows, but even ſome of their children, 
and perhaps grand-children too ? They 
will tell you of whole families that are 
funk and gone in their remembrance; 
| and that the ſtreet or town where: they 
live, hath changed almoſt every inhabitant. 
Thoſe few of their own ſtanding, which 
remain, are dropping off apace, Surely 
ſuch common reffetions as theſe ſhould | 
lead them to think of their own removal.+ 

Your 


-—_ 


t When in this RD of years I Ee Ss look, 
. And miſs ſuch numbers, numbers too of ſuch, 
Firmer in health, and greener in their age, 
Agd ftrifter on their guard, and fitter far 
To play life's ſubtle game, I fcarce believe 
I ftill ſurvive : and} am I fond of life, 

Who ſcarce can think it poſſible I live ? 
I ſcarce can meet ' a monument, but holds 
My younger 4 every date cries, © Come away.'* 


Youncs | 


ht 
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Your fathers, your acquaintance and neigh- 
bours, where are they? They are gone 
into Eternity, and their places here know 


them no more. It 1s proper and natural 


for you daily to think of following them, 
and making room for another generation. 


When you mention, or think. of, the 
changes made in your family and neigh-. 


bourhood, think of your own haſtening 
change, and pur Barzillai's queſtion to 


your own conlciences, * How long have I 
How ſuitable FO that peti- 
tion of Moſes for us all, and for the 


to live ?? 


Aped eſpecially, after he had been con- 


templating the ſhortneſs of life and the 
weakneſs of old age, © So teach us to 


| humber our days, that we may apply 
our hearts to wiſdom.” + 
turally Ieads our thoughts to the ſecond 
remark. from the text : 


th The proſpe&t of a ſpeedy removal 
out of this world, ſhould wean our afftcc- 
tions from IC, 


&« How long have I to live, faith the 
pious gentleman in the text, that I ſhould 


go 


| + Palm XC, T2, 
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34 Barzillars Refuſal S. 2, 
go up with the king unto Jeruſalem ? 4 
That I ſhould enter on a new ſcene, im- 
merſe myſelf in the cares, and indulge 
myſelf in the pleaſures of life ? 1 muſt 
ſo quickly depart, that it will be my 
wiſdom to keep myſelf from being en- 
tangled with theſe things and enſnared by 
| them” May this be the wiſdom of all 
the Aged !—* A] that is in the world, 
faith the Apoſtle, is the Juſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life 
the pleaſures, honours and riches of this 
world, The proſpect of death led Barzillai 
to: decline each of theſe, when offered to 
him ; as appears by the following verſes. 
. To illuſtrate this remark, I would 
obſerve, that the proſpe&t of death ſhould 
make aged perſons dead to the honours 
and pleaſures of this world, —and it 
ſhould be their deſire and endeavour, as 


far as they Tully can, to get free from 
Its Cares. 


1, The proſpe& of death ſhould make 
the Aged dead to the honours and plea- 
_ ſures of this world, 


« | 


& 2. of David's Invitation. EY 

« ] am this day, faith Barzillai, eighty. 
years old. Can thy ſervant taſte, what I 
eat or what I drink ?” © What will all the 
dainties of the court be to me, now my 
appetite 'and reliſh for them is gone. 
© Can I hear any more the voice of fſing- 
ing men and ſinging women ?” Muſick 
hath loſt its charms to me, and the moſt 
ſprightly airs and melodious . harmony will 
only grate in my ears, now the daughters 
of muſtck are brought low, now my ear is 
dull, and my-voice broken and trembling. 
What he here ſuggeſts, namely, that his 
reli for pleaſure was gone, 1s generally 
the caſe of the Aged, -and therefore an 
evidence that they ſhould not be fond of 
it, It is plainly the will of Gov, that at 
this time of life ſuch amuſements and 
ayverſions ſhould be chearfully reſigned : 
_ yea, ſetting aſide all religious conſidera- 
tions, common prudence warns them, as' 
one expreſſeth it, © to zie up the wheel, as 
they are going down the hill of life,” It 
is good to make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
be dead to the delights of ſenſe, when 
they are in a great meaſure dead to you. 


To indulge your appetites and deſires in 
| ſuch 


36  Barzillai's Refuſal {*#$'© 
fuch a manner as would be natural and 
innocent in younger perſons, 1s generally 
putting a force upon nature, counter-aCting 
the deſigns of providence, and expoſing 
yourſelves to general contempt, To ſee 


| aged perſons ſcrambling for the honours. 
and preterments of this world, which they 


can enjoy but a little while, and the weight 


of which they are unable to bear with cre- 
| dit and comfort, muſt appear, to all but 
themſelves, very abſurd and ſhocking, 
Their relaxations and amuſements ſhould 
| be all grave and manly. The honours 
and pleafurcs of this world ſhould be ket 
to the riſing age, They may lawfully 
purſue and enjoy thoſe that are innocent, 
provided it be with moderation and a 
mind intent upon better things. Barzillas 
thought it improper for him to go to 
David's court : but, ſaith he to the king, 
© Let - thy ſervant Chimham, my ſon, go 
| over with my lord the king and do to 
him what ſhall ſeem good unto thee, 


V, tc 


f Tho' grey our heads, our thoughts and aims. are green +. 
Like damag'd clocks, whoſe hand and bell diſſent, 


$1.4 ſings fir, while Nature points at twelve, | 
| _ Yount,. 


3 x of David's Hoettation, 37 


v.37. ' From whence Mr. Henry well 
obſerves, * They who are old ſhould -not 
grudge young people thoſe delights, which 
they themſelves are paſt the enjoyment 
of, nor confine them to their retirements. 
Every thing 1s beautiful in its ſeaſon,” | 
—— The Aged ſhould be dead to the 
honours and. pleaſures of this world, be- 
cauſe, if they are true Chriſtians, they 
enjoy nobler . pleaſures, and have Getter | 
honours in poſſeſſion, and eſpecially in. 
proſpect. You have pleaſures infinitely 
nobler; ariſing from the contemplation of 
divine things ; hving by faith in Chriſt, 
and feeling the conſtraining influence of 
his love; from the teſtimony of your 
conſciences, the witneſs and conſolation 
of the Spirit ; from converſing with Gop 
by meditation and prayer, and from good 
hope thro* grace. Earthly honours and 
pleaſures are prone to enervate minds in 
their full vigour ; much more thoſe, which . 
are already weakened by age, You have 
the honour of being the children of Gop, 
the brethren of Chriſt, and Joint heirs with 
him of - the heavenly inheritance. Your 
minds therefore ſhould be fixed upon di- 


vine 
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vine and heavenly objets, and daily aim- 
| ting to contra& a greater reliſh and meet- 
| neſs for the PRO of angels and plo- 
| ified ſaints. —— Indeed the Aged do not 
often fall into the error, which I am 
cautioning you againſt: but as it is plain- 
| ly ſuggeſted by Barzillai tro be abſurd and 
monſtrous, and evidently appears to be fo, 
when it 4s obſerved, it was proper to be 
mentioned. I proceed to what concerns 


'- them more; namely, 


2. The proſpe&t of death ſhould lead 
them to get free from the cares of the 
world, as far as they lawfully can. 


| Barzillai would not go to Feruſalem, 
becauſe it would engage him in many un- 
- neceflary cares, in leaving the place where 
he was ſettled, ' and entering on a new 
ſphere of action: and it is much to be 
wiſhed, that the Aged would follow his 
example. I would be far from encou- 
' raging | even them in idleneſs. It is their 
duty to-labour while they have ability, if 
their labours are neceſſary to provide for . 
themſelves or their families; and- not to 


_ ſome 


v 2, of David's Invitation. 39 
ſome to their relations and friends, What 
I would caution them againſt, is, being 
immerſed -in the cares of the world, when it 
is unneceſſary z when, tho* they may not, like 
Barzillai, be very great men, (v. 37) they 
have a competency. to maintain them com- 
fortably while they live; when they have 
children to take the burden off their hands, 
who would be glad to enter into their 
labours, + If, upon ſerious -enquiry as 


in the ſight of Gop, they judge it to | 
be moſt for his honour and their own 


health and comfort, that they ſhould pur- 
ſue their trade or buſineſs, it 1s their duty 
to bring it into as little compaſs as may 
be; to difcharge themfelyes of thoſe 
| parts 


. 
% — 
OL rr eIneg> er eertnetre eres — — 
” *. 
* - 


+. Not that I would adviſe the Aged tv give up their TEA 
ſubſtance to their children and become * dependent upon them, 
1] eſteem the advice of an ancient Jewiſh writer to -be very 


prudent and falutary ; * Give not thy ſon and wife, thy brother 
_ -and friend, power over thee, while thou liveſt, and give not 
thy goods to another ; leſt it repent thee, and thou intreat for 
the ſame again, For better' it is thy children ſhould ſeek to 
thee, than that thou. ſhouldeſt Rand to their courteſy,” f 
'Yet what, upon an impartial judgment, the Aged can ſpare, 
ſhould be given to their children for their aſſiſtance and en- 


couragement, 
| 2t Ecclus, 33, 1921. 
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49 Barzillai's Refuſal | S. 2, 


parts of it, which will be attended with 
anxious and perplexing cares, Thus 
* when Samuel was old, he made his ſons 
judges over Tjrael. T The reaſonableneſs 
of ſuch a condudt in the Aged appears 
from the thought ſuggeſted in rhe text, 

that they have” but a ſhort time to Rive, 
Let the following particulars, as founded 
on this thought, be carefully conſidered 
by them. — Their capacity for buſineſs is 
_ generally weakened, — they have more im- 
portant concerns to mind, — the more _ 
cares and buſineſs they have to attend 
to, the more their dying work will be 
diſturbed, —and the leſs fit will they be 
for Heaven. Give me a patient hearing, 
Fathers, while 1 illuſtrate theſe important 
particulars. | | 


Their capacity tor buſineſs is generally 
weakened. 


This is Barzillai's reaſoning in the 
verſe after the text: © Can I diſcern be- 
tween good and evil ?* ſee what is pro-_ 
per to be done in various circumſtances 
and difficulties, which may occur ? * Where- 


£ fore 
+ x Sam viiie x, 


$. 2, of, David's Invitation. At 
fore ſhould thy ſervant be yet a burger 
unto my lord the king ?” © I am not fit for 
the ative offices of a court: I can. do 
the king -little ſervice ; therefore I will 
' not burden him and ſtand in the way of 
others. I ſhall need to be waited upon 
_ myſelf. It is time for me to live retired, 
now my ſtrength. and faculties are impair- 
ed. This is uſually the caſe of the Aged. 
Their limbs, once ftrong and active, trem- 
ble and flag. Their memory 1s decayed, 
ſo that they cannot contrive and execute 
ſchemes as formerly. They often manage 
their buſineſs aukwardly and unſucceſs- 
fully ; are eaſily impoſed upen, and their 
aſſociates would conduct it better without 
them. They have ſeldom firmneſs enough 
to bear the diſappointments and vexations, 
which attend buſineſs. Little loſſes fink 
and perplex them ; eſpecially as they have 
no proſpeCt of living to ſee them retrieved. 
Theſe are plain intimations of Providence 
that they ſhould leſſen their earthly cares. 
And indeed the Aged ought, like Barzillai, 
to be the firſt to perceive - themſclves on the 


decline, and to retire; before the world is 
tired of them. Again, 


i Mt 
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If their capacities | continue ever fo 
good, they have more important concerns 
to mind ; and but a little time for them, _ 
The one thing needful, the great buſineſs 
relating to their ſouls and eternity, 1s ſuffi- 
cient to engage all the time, which they 
can ſpare from that needful reſt, which 
old age requires. Your employment ſhould 
be, to examine your ſtate, mprove your 
' graces, gird up your loins, trim your 
lamps, and brighten your evidences; for 
your Lord is at hand. Religion ſhould 
| have the chief place in your affeftions, 
deſires and purſuits; and every interval 
of health and eaſe ſhould be improved 
in getting more ready for heaven. * See 
then, as St. Paul exhorts, that ye walk 
circumſpedtly, not as fools, but as wiſe; 


TUO the time, becauſe the days are 
evil. —— Again, 


The more cares you have upon your 
hands, the more will your dying thoughts 
be diſturbed, and. your laſt work be inter- 
xupted, 

So important are FEE moments, and 


ſo awful the conſequences of a departure 
- out 


S. 2, of David's Invitation. 473 


out of this world, that it is extremely de- 
firable to have - nothing then to do but 
to die, To have. perplexed affairs to ſet- 
tle, long accounts to adjuſt, a will to 
make; how grievous muſt this be to a 
' ſerious perſon on the brink of eternity |! 


Yet if theſe are not done, many and 
deplorable difſentions may be entailed 


upon a family. On theſe accounts © what- 
ever your hand findeth to do, do it with 
all your might Methinks every funeral 
you ſee or hear of, every pain and infir- 
mity you feel, ſaith to you, as T/aiah to 
Hezekiah, © Set thy houſe in order, for 


thou ſhalt die and not live.” + Labour 


then by forethought and immediate diſ- 
patch, to do ſo; that in theſe folemn 


moments, there may be nothing of this 


kind to perplex and diſcompoſe the 


thoughts ; nothing to engage them but 


what is of a religious and heavenly na- 


ture; that all may be calm within, and 


your ſouls at full leiſure to renew the 


exerciſes of repentance, faith, love and 


praiſe, and to receive communications of 
5 OO CS _ peace, 


+ 1h, XXXvViil, I, 
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©” Bt | Barzillai's Refuſal -— 8. 2, 
: pn haps and J9y, from the Holy $piri 
Once more, conlider, 


By various worldly cares the ſoul will | 
be leſs arſpoſed and cena for the hea- 
venly world. 


The FRO 39-" love of the world is 
. utterly inconſiſtent with the love of the 
Father : and ſuch a love of it as may be 
regular ' and allowable in the prime or 
middle of life, may be immoderate and | 
unzuſtitiable in old age. For it is both 
unneceſſary, and takes up that time and 
thought, which ſhould be better employ- 
ed. It ſhould be your concern, Fathers, 
to contra&t ſtronger habits of ſpirituality, 
and heavenly - mindedneſs, by converſing 
more with the unſeen world. I do not 
ſay you ſhould live like recluſes, and 


ſhut yourſelves up from all commerce 


with the world : but lefſen your buſineſs 
and cares, as much as you prudently can; 
that your ſouls may be better diſpoſed 
tor ſpiritual employments and entertain- | 
ments, and that Heaven may be more 
welcome to you. The more worldly con- 

'cerns you have to manage and ſettle, the 
more 


3, 2. of David's Invitation. 45 


more will your hearts be ſet on thefe 
things. You will be more unwilling to 
leave the world, and wilt} enter into hea- 
ven with leſs tranſport and' thankfulnels, 
| than if you had acted the wiſe part, which 
Barzillai did. F—— Having thus iHuſtrated 
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the particulars ſuggeſted in the text, I 
ſhall: conclude the diſcourſe with a ſerious 


addreſs—— to thoſe in younger life, 

and to the Aged. - - 

APPLICATION. 

1. Let me addreſs to thoſe who are in 
the morning. or middle of life, eg 
GS; The 


yo TIES 


} Prima vitz tempora et media patriz, extrema nobis, im- 

pertire debemus; ut ipſe leges monent, qua majorem annis 
ſexaginta otio reddunt, Plin, Epis. 1. iv. ep, 23. —In ſome mo- 
dern communities, particularly Switzerland, their ſtatutes diſcharge 
a ſenator from his cffice at fixty-five years of age, © It is a 
common, and indeed a commendable, cuſtom among the Sganards, 
when perſons are aged to make a voluntary reſignation of their 
offices, be they never ſo great and profitable ; and'ſequeſtring and 
weaning themſelves, as it were, from all worldly negotiations 
2nd incumbrances, to ſpend the reſidue of their days in medita- 
tion and devotion, and prepare themſelves for another world, Thus * 
the emperor Charles V. ated.” Howwel!'s Leaters, 1, i, &. 3. Ep. xi, 
The celebrated Sir Matthew Hale reſolved to have his declining 
days reſerved to himſelf, that, being freed from all worldly cares, 
he might better ſpend it in pious contemplations and other: de= 
rout exerciſes, and, a due proviſion for eternity, He therefore. 
religned his office and retired into the country, Judge Hale's 
fe by Biſhop Burner, p, $7, 59e- 
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40  Barzillat's Refuſal fo 7 
The conſiderations and cautions, which 
I have been urging, are applicable to 
you, tho* not equally with your fathers, 
- You are: to purſue the. buſineſs of 
life, — you may enjoy its pleaſures, — 
but. och under proper reſtrictions. Ns” 
limitations, becauſe you may have but a 
little time to hve. —— © You ought to 
purſue the buſineſs uf life :* _ diligently 
ro employ yourſelves in' ſome. honeſt cal- 
ling. This is a | duty you owe to Gon, 
to yourſelves, to your families and the 
publick. Follow your buftneſs as: cloſely 
as you will, if it doth not thruſt: out 
religions entrench upon the duties of your | 
cloſet. drive out, or break in upon, fa- 
mily-worſhip and order, or detain you 
from the houſe of Gop : if it doth not. 
ruffle your temper, injure your ; health, or 
deſtroy domeſtic peace and happineſs. 
In. any of theſe caſes, it is ſinful. It is 
highly commendable in you to make pro- 
viſion for futurity, to encreaſe your ſub- _ 
ſtance, and leave your family even' more _ 
than a competency, if .you acknowledge 
Gov in all your ways, and mind religion 
_ as the great concern of human life, ——- 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon and ſcripture allow you, * to taſte 
the pleaſures and recreations of life ;? 
if they do not interfere with your. reli- 
gion or your buſineſs; 1f your recreations: 
are innocent, manly, feaſfonable, and re- 
lieve the mind amidſt its cares. Let your 
amuſements ſubſerve your. health and com- 
fort, and make you' more fit for your 
duty both to Gop and man, To 
engage you to. purſue your buſineſs and 
enjoy Trecreations under ſuch regulations 
as theſe, conſider * how little time you 
- have to live.” You are young ; at leaſt 
vigorous and healthy : but are you not 
alſo frail and mortal? When you are 
plunging yourſelves into many cares, and 
anxiouſly and immoderately purſuing your 
earthly ſchemes, aſk yourſelves the quet- 
tion in the text, * How long have I to 
live, that I ſhould do ſo? that I ſhould 
be ſo fond of the world? ſo eager to + 
ain it, ſo fearful of loſing it, ſo tena- 
cious and covetous of it, and a& as if it 
was my only hope and portion ? Thus | 
be careful not to abuſe the world, for its 
faſhion" paſſeth away. Aſk this queſtion 
alſo with regard. to. your recreations ; 
C4 'F How: 
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© How long have | to live,” that I ſhould 
ipend hour after hour at a card-table, or 
any other childiſh, ſedentary, unprofitable 
_ diverſion ; that, I ſhould conſume my 
precious, precarious moments in vain and 
trifling company ? * Rejoice, O young 
man, un thy youth, and let thy heart 
chear thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thy heart and the 
light of thine eyes : bur know thou, that 
' for all theſe things Gop will certainly, 
.- "ad may ſpeedily, bring thee into judg- 
ment,.* + Thus make the views of death 
| familiar to your minds: for, next to the 
influences of Gop's Spirit upon your 
hearts, nothing will be ſo likely to make 
your buſineſs lawful, proſperous and com- 
rortable  vour amuſements innocent, de- 
cent and uſeful; and. your tempers. habt- 
tually ſerious and holy. Such a diſpoſt- | 
- 110n will be of unſpeakable benefit, if you 
are early removed out of life, If you 
live to. be old, the habits of piety will be 
confirmed, and the world, with its cares 
and pleaſures, more eaſily and chearfully 
reſigned, — Finally, attend to the exhor- 
| tation 
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4:2, of David's Invitation. 
tation of Chrift, * Take heed to your-. 
ſelves, leſt at "any rime your hearts are 
overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 


neſs and. the cares of this life; and ſo 
that day come upon you unawares,” + 


2, Let me add a brief. daliortat: on _ 
the Aged, founded on the ſubject we have 
been conſidering. 


I ſpeak unto you, Fathers, becauſe you 
cannot but know that the world 1s vain 
and death is near, Let me entreat you 
ſeriouſly to reflect, how abſurd and ſhock- 
ing it is to ſee a perſon on the borders 
of the grave,. greedy of money, ſparing 
no time nor pains to encreaſe his ſub-. 
ſtance, * Can any thing, ſaith - a: Heathen, 
be more abſurd, than tor a- man to be 
eager in laying up travelling expences, 
when his journey 1s juſt ended ? How 
ſad is 1t to ſee a- poor dying creature 
entering. upen an awtul eternity, with a 
heart glued to the world and tull of its 
concerns z who, inftead of being crucified | 
| to the world, is to the laſt doating. upon 
ut! Shall I be allowed, in this connec- 

C5 | tion, 


\ Luke XX, 34« 


Shall our pale wither'd. hands be till ftretch'd out, 


How ſoon muſt he reſign his very duſt, 
Which frugal nature lent him for an hour 'F5 


ceaſe from your own wiſdom :* for if it 
perſuade you, to turn your thoughts and 
| treaſure in Heaven that decayeth mot ; and 


you may lay up in ſtore for yourſelves 


5. | Barzillai's Refuſal S. 2 


tion, to addreſs you in the beautiful, Ari. 
kiog language of Dr. Yaung : 


O my Co-evals! remnants of coal; 
Poor human ruins, tott'ring o'er the grave | 
Snall we, ſhall aged men, like aged trees, 
Strike deeper their vile root, and cloſer cling, 
Still more enamour'd of this wretched ſoil ? 


'Trembling at once with eagerneſs and age? 
With avarice and convuliion graſping hard, 
Graſping at air? For what has earth beſides 2 
Man wants but little ; nor that little long : 


How wiſe, pertinent and. affecting 2 
caution ! * Labour not then to be: rich : 


terminates here, it will prove the greateſt 
folly and madneſs, Let me entreat and 


cares into a nobler channel; to provide | 
for yourſelves bags, that wax not old; 2 


by being * rich in good works, dy: to. 
diſtribute and willing to communicate, 


a good 


+ Night Thcughts. No, 4, 
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a good foundation againſt the time to 
come, and may lay hold on eternal life” 


By meditation on the difference between _ 


things ſeen and unſeen, by faith, prayer 
and liberality, .. labour to get clear of 
worldly affections, and to grow * meet for 
the inheritance of- the ſaints in light.” 
Let your delight-be in the word of God ; 
in converſing 'with him; in the migtriſes. 


of repentance,- and faith in Chriſt, and- 


in reſignation to the divine will. Em- 


ploy ſome time alſo in infirening _ thoſe 
that may come after you. Repreſent to: 


them the vanity of the world, your ex- 


perience of the divine care and bounty, 


of the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and. the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Exhort, and endeavour to- engage them, 


to chuſe the way: of truth, and to- walk 


as Chriſt walked. And let your own 


_ temper and example illuſtrate and enforce 


all your exhortations. 'Fhat eminent ſtateſ- 


man, Sir Francis Walfingham, in the de- 


cline of his days, wrote. thus to his friend, 
Lord Burleigh, * We have lived long 


enough to our ſovereign, to our country, 


and to our fortunes : it 1s high tune we 
ph 6, er begin 
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tion, to addreſs you in the beautiful, fri. 
king language of Dr. Yaung : 


O my Co-evals ! remnants of yourſelves; 
Poor human ruins, tott'ring +o'er the grave | 
Suall we, ſhall aged men, like aged trees, 
Strike deeper their vile root, and cloſer cling, 
Still more enamour'd of this wretched ſoil ? 
Shall our pale wither'd. hands be Mill ſiretch'd out, 
'Irembling at once with eagerneſs and age ? 
With avarice and convuliion graſping hard, 
Graſping at air? For what has earth beſides ? 
Man wants but little ; nor that little long : 
How ſoon muſt he reſign his very duſt, 
Which frugal nature lent him for an hour ? + 


How wiſe, pertinent and. affeCting 2 
caution ! * Labour not then to be- rich: 
ceaſe from your own wiſdom :* for if it 
terminates here, it will prove the greateſt 
folly and madneſs. Let me entreat and 
perſuade you, to turn your thoughts and 
cares into a nobler channel; to provide 
tor yourſelves bags, that wax not old; a 
treaſure in Heaven that. decayeth not ; and 
by being * rich in good works, ready =Y 
diſtribute and willing to communicate, 
you may lay up in ſtore for yourſelves 
a good 


+ Night Thcughts. No, 4, 
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2 good foundation againſt the time to 
come, and may lay hold on eternal life. 
By meditation on the difference between 
things ſeen and unſeen, by faith, prayer 
and liberality, .. labour to get. clear of 
worldly affeftions, and to grow * meet for 
the inheritance of: the faints in light. 

Let your delight» be in the word of Gon ; 

in converſing 'with him; in the ageriſes 
of repentance,- and faith in Chriſt, and. 
in reſignation to the divine will, ——Em- 
ploy ſome time alſo in inftrufing thoſe 
that may come after you. Repreſent to - 
them the vanity of the world, your ex- 
perience of the divine care and bounty, - 
of the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and- the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Exhort, and endeavour to- engage them, 
to chuſe the way: of truth, and "10-walk- | 
as Chriſt walked. And let your own 
temper and example illuſtrate and enforce 
all your exhortations. That eminent ſtateſ- 
man, - Sir Francis Walfingham, in the de- 
cline of his days, wrote thus to his friend, 
Lord Burleigh, * We have lived long 
enough to our ſovereign, to our country, 


and to our fortunes : 1t 1s high tune we 
CN . _ been 


62 Barzillai's Refuſal, &c. Sx 
begin to live to ourſelves and to our 
Gop.” + Finally, if your time and 
ſtrength be thus employed, you will find 
your hearts more and more looſened from 
| the world; you wilt be eminent in holi- 
neſs and uſeful to the laſt ; and, as Eliphaz 
ſaid to Fob, you © wil come to your prave 
in a full age, like as a ſhock of corn com- 
eth in, in his ſeaſon.” $ I ſhall only add; 
as he doth, in the following verſe, © Lo 
this, we have ſearched it, ſo it is; hear it 

and know ye 1t for your good.” 


DES 


+ Count Oxenſitern, Sopectiis of PRO ang and prime miniſter 
of the great Guſtavus Adolphus, was a perſon of the firſt quality, 
rank and abilities in his own. country, and had rendered himſelf 
very conſiderable thro* Europe, by the miniſtry of affairs at home 
and the greateſt negotiations in Europe, ' Being viſited in his old 
age by the Engliſh embaſlador, he ſaid, ** Sir, I have ſeen and 
** enjoyed much of the world, but I never knew how to live 
«+ till now. I thank my good Gop, who hath given me time 

*© to knew him and myſelf, All the comfort I have, and can 
| «© take {and which is more than the whole world can give me) 
4 is the knowledge of Gop's love in. my heart, and the readings 
** cf this blefſed hook, (laying his hand on the Bible)—You are 
'* ow in the prime of your age and vigour, and in great favour 
& and. buſineſs; but theſe will all Jeave you, and you will, one 
| ©5 day, better underſtand and reliſh what I ſay to you, Then 
&.you will fiad that there is more wiſdom, truth, comfort and 
«« pleaſire in retiring and turning your heart from the world, 
'.jn the good fpirit of Gop, and in reading his ſacred word, 
i than in all the ccurts and. all the favour of Princes. Py 
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DISCOURSE It 


The F -talnels of ag Chriſtians CON- 
ſidered. and urged. 


PSALM xcil. 14. 
They ſhall ſtill bring forth Fruit in old 
ae : they Halt be fat and MEE) 


Remember, ſaith. Gop to Iſrael, the 
kindneſs of thy. youth, and the love 

of thine eſpouſals.' And this is true of 
all Gop's faithful ſervants, who. entered 
iato early and fſincere' engagements to be 
his, that he graciouſly remembers them, 
As an evidence of this, he hath made 
ſuitable proviſion for their continued pro- 
greis in wiſdom and. piety, and to pre- 
vent their being. weary. in well-doing, 
The ordinances which he: hath inſtituted, 
and the promiſes which he hath made in 
ls word, are adapted. to anſwer this im- 
Portant end, Our text 1s one of theſe 
' precious 


Was 
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precious promiſes made to old diſciples ; : 


ard, as appears from the foregoing verſe, 
hath a reference to religious ordinances, 


and their great uſefulneſs in promoting. 


the fruitfulneſs of the Saints. I deſire the 


particular attention of you, my aged 


friends, to it; as 1t will at once ſuggeſt 


ro you a molt Important duty, and a 
ON encouragement. 

The Pſalmift, by a beautiful allegory 
or figure, repreſents the . righteous, as 


- trees planted in the houſe of the Lord , 


and then adds, © they ſhall flouriſh in the 
courts of our God.* But in one reſpect, the 
compariſon fails. Trees, when they are 
grown to their bulk and maturity, begin 
to decay: then they generally produce 
leſs fruit, and what they produce 1s leſs 
valuable, than i» former years, But the 


righteous ſhall ti} bring+ forth fruit in 


old age. They ſhall grow like trees, but 
not decay like them. Nature indeed de- 
cays ; but- ;- grace, In which their real, 
valuable growth. conſiſts, ſhall continue 
to thrive, They ſhall be fat, that 1s, 


| ſtrong and healthy : they ſhall be fou- | 
_ riſhing, or (as the word fignifies) green, 1n 


holineſs, 


# 
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holinefs, peace-.and joy,——For the illuſ- 
tration of theſe words I would obſerve, 
' that they expreſs both the duty and the 
- privilege of aged Saints. ——Let us con- 
fider each. 


« 1.” The text: exprefſeth the duty of the 
righteous : : 


. Namely, to bring forth Fruit in old 
age, It will be proper to conſider, 
the fruits, | which may be expected from 
them, ——and then ſhow, how reaſonable 
It is, that they ſhould produce them. 


1. Let us conſider the fruits which may 
be expetted from them. 


And theſe are, in general, the fruits of 
knowledge and holineſs. — © It may be 
reaſonably expected that they ſhould be 
fruitful in knowledge ;* be wiſe and Judict- 
ous chriſtians : not children in under- 
ſtanding, while they are old in years, but 
ſtrong men in Chriſt ; filled with all know- 
ledge, eſpecially of the ſcripture and 
divine things, and able to inſtrutt and 
admoniſh others.———They ſhould be fruit- 
tul lhikewite * iz holineſs and every good 

work ; 
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work ;* eminent and exemplary for the 
diſcharge of every chriſtian duty; re- 
markably devout and ſerious, juſt and 
' charitable, humble and heavenly - minded, 
Thus St. Paul intimates, * that the aged 


men ſhould be ſober, grave, temperate, 


ſound in faith, in charity, in patience: 
the aged women likewiſe, that they be in 
behaviour as becometh holineſs, not falfe 
accuſers, or evil ſpeakers,, not addicted 
to ſlander and cenſoriouſneſs,, not given 
to much wine, but teachers of good 
 _ things.'——But let us dwell a little upon 
the proper fruits of age ; the. graces 
which are particularly neceſſary for aged 
chriftians to abound: in, and which are - 
peculiarly ornamental and lovely at that 
ſeaſon. One 1s,. great: patience, meeck- 
neſs and quictneſs of ſpirit. This is mot 
needfu] for them amidſt their - pains,. in- 
firmities and natural decays. If. they have 
accuſtomed. themſelves: to. the government 
| of their paſſions and. to ſelf-denial, it 
will be eaſy and. natural for them to 
manifeſt this amiable diſpoſition, Their 
expectation of ſoon- leaving this world 


and all its vexations, and. putting eff the 
| body 
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| body with all its infirmities,. ſhould pro-. 
mote and increaſe their reſignation to the 


divine will, and their meckneſs and gen- 


tleneſs to all about them. 4 To be 
weaned from ihe world and ready for death, 
is another fruit of age. All, eſpecially 
the Aged, ſhould conſider themſelves as 
pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth. Their 
time 1s juſt ended; therefore they ſhould 


not be anxious about, or deſirous of, the 
riches and honours of this world. They 


| ſhould renounce its trifling pleaſures, and 


be content and thankful, whatever their 


lot may be. Death and eternity ſhould 


be much in their thoughts. They ſhould 


be willing to leave a world, where they 


know ſo little of Gop, and can do him 
lo little ſervice z and where their converſe 
with him and enjoyment of him, is ſo 


broken, interrupted and imperfect. 
Again, a heavenly converſation is a proper 
fruit of age, It becomes the old to 


think much of the end of their journey 


and their everlaſting home. kt becomes 
the righteous to meditate frequently on 
the ſalvation, to which they are approach- 
ing; 

Mol Lenit albeſcens animos capillus. er, 
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|  fations to others ſhould be frequent and 
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ing; to difcourſe with one another about. 
their Father's houſe, us employments, - 
| and the happineſs, which he hath there 
- provided for all his children. Thus ſhould 
_ their affections be fet on things above, 
and Heaven be the general, ' delightful 
ſubject of their thoughts and converſe. 
Once more, a deep concern for the 
* honour of Gop, the /upport of religion, 
and the good of mankind, ſhould be 
found in all aged chriſtians. Thus ſhould 
they grow in v/efuineſs; © ſhowing Gov's 
ſtrength to this generation, and his power 
ro them that are to come.* Their exhor- 


ſerious, as their words are weighty and 
impreffive. Their prayers ſhould be daily 
poured out for the piety and happineſs 
of their families, of the church and the 
world : and they ſhould breathe out their 

ſouls in fervent defires, that Chriſt and 
his cauſe may be glorified thro the earth, 
They ſhould, as far as they are able, ex- 
tend their. charity to the neceſſitous, par- 
ticularly the aged poor; and eſpecially 
contribute to ſupport and promote the 


intereſt of religion, Let me now ſhow, 
BK: 7 How 
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= How reaſonable it 1s, that fveh fruits 
ſhould be found in them, 


It may be expected, from conſidering 
the nature of religion, as a vital princt- 
' ple, or the divine life in the foul. It is 
as natural for the ſpiritual life to grow, 
| aS it is for a living child, except the one 
and the other be diſeaſed or neglected. 
If there be no progreſs in the ways of 
righteouſneſs, no fruitfulnels in old age, 
it is to be feared, there never was a real 
principle, no effectual work of grace, in 
the heart. If ſome have flouriſhed for 
a ſeaſon, and then decayed and become 
unfruitful, it is an evidence, that they 
never had a root in themſelves, If any 
are good for nothing, when they are old, 
there is reaſon to ſuſpeft, they have been 
good for very little all their days. For 
true grace is growing : therefore the path 
of the juſt is compared to * the ſhining 
light, which ſhineth more and more to 
the perfe&t day :* and a religious prin- 
ciple, or a work of regeneration, 1s com- 
pared by our Lord, to * a well of water 
ſpringing . up unto eyerlaſting life.” 
Again, 
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Again, Fruitfulneſs may be expected from 
| aged chriſtians, thro* the natural force of 
habit and cuſtom. Having been ſo long 
in Chriſt's ſchool, we reaſonably - expe, 
that they ſhould have made a great pro- 
greſs in knowledge and religious {kill : 
that they will be expert in the exerciſes 
of devotion ; have a greater command of 
their paſſions and torigues, than younger 
perſons; and not be, like them, toſſed 
about with every wind of dodtine, or 
the ſport of vanity and temptation; Ha- 
ving been trained up. from their child- 
hood in the way, in which they ſhould 
go, © when they are old, they will not 
depart from it.” They have had more 
acquaintance with, and longer experience 
of, the goodneſs of Gop, the ſuitableneſs 
and preciouſneſs of Chriſt, the evil of 
fin, the emptineſs of the world, and the 
pleaſures of religion : and therefore their 
hearts will be more ſtrongly influenced 
to judge and aCt accordingly,——Further, 
they have, on ſome accounts, more advan- 
tages and fewer temptations than others. 
They generally have, or might have, lels 
to do with the world than others; les 
com- 
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' commerce and converſe with it, and few- 
er cares and anxieties about it, They 
have, by length of time, been undeceived 
in their expectations from it. Conſider-_ 
ing the ſhort ſpace before them, they 
have fewer temptations to oppreſſion, in- 
juſtice, fraud, envy and diſcontent. Their 
bodily decays are a good preſervative 
from the dangers which others are in, 
from fleſhly luſts and ſenſual gratifica- 
tions. They have leſs trouble from the 
appetites and deſires of the body, and 
more time to converſe with Gop, with 
the Bible and their own hearts, than the. 
young and the buſy. And therefore they 
ought to be more ſteady and abundant 
in the ſervice of Gop. —— To this we 
are to_ add, that they may expect peculiar 
ofſiſtances from the Spirit of Gop, in pro- 
portion to their many prayers and im- 
provements, * To him that hath ſhall 
be given.* As it may be preſumed that 
they have highly valued, earneſtly ſought 
and carefully cheriſhed, the influences of 
the ſpirit of grace; they may expe& a 
more abundant communication of them, 
and that the effets thereof will appear 

in 


= The Fruitfulneſs -—- oi & 
in their continued fruitfulneſs. "There is + 
ample proviſion made in the covenant of 
grace, that Gop will carry on the divine 
life in them; by a ſupply of. the -Spirit | 
of Jeſus, confirm them to the end : that | 
© the righteous ſhall hold on his way, | 
and he that hath clean hands ſhall' }: 
 fPronger and ſtronger +—— Thus we have 
ſeen, that it is the duty. of aged chriſtians 
to be fruitful in knowledge and: holineſs, 
in patience, in heavenly-mindedneſs and a 
| zeal for the ſupport of religion. —— We 
have alſo ſeen, whence it may Re 2 
be expected that they ſhould be ſo; even 
from the nature of religion, as a living 
principle in the ſoul; — from their being 
habituated to the exerciſes of it z — from 
ſome peculiar advantages. attending their | 
circumſtances ; — and above all, from the 

influences of the Spirit, ——1 obſerve, 


I. The text may be conſidered as ex- 
preſſing the privitery... and Rapfines of 
_ the righteous : 


As a oracious promiſe made to them, 
that they *© ſhall flouriſh in the courts of 


Gop, 


P 'Tob XV11, 9s 
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time which Impairs their ſtrength and 


improve their, graces, meliorate or refine 


of grace. Gov will not forſake them, nor 


will perform the good work begun in 


them green and flouriſhing to the end, 
The faithfulneſs of Gop is engaged to 


the- verſe following the text, © to ſhow 
that the Lord is wpright, or faithful to 
his promiſes. He then ſubjoins his own 


_erful and faithful in ſupporting the re- 
ligious life in my ſoul, under all my dif- 


the caſe? Do we not hear aged chriſti- 
ans, who appear to have been eminently 
holy and uſetul, ſometimes lamenting and 
com- 


Gop, and be fruitful in old age;* that. 
every thing elſe in the natural world, ſhall 


their fruit. And this they are to expect | 
from divine influences attending the means 


take away his Holy Spirit from them : he 


them, till the day of Chriſt. His POwW- 
erful grace ſhall be exerted to preſerve 


do this. Therefore the Pſalmiſt. adds, in 


teſtimony to the truth of this: * He is © 
my rock;* I have found him kind, pow-. 


ficulties and trials : and you will alfo find 
that © there is no unrighteouſneſs in him. 
—— But it may be aſked, is this always 
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complaining of, their leanneſs and: un- 
fruitfulneſs? And do we not ſee other. 
_ aged perſons, tho* they make no ſuch 
complaints, evidently ſhowing to all who 

know them, that they are almoſt fruitleſs 
and worthleſs? What .ſhall we ſay to 
theſe things? © Is there unrighteouſneſs 
with God? Gop forbid !* —— As to the 
firſt ſort ; who complain of their leanneſs 
and abfruirfulnels'; ; I would obſerve, that 
they ſometimes miſtake their own caſe and 
ſtate. They find their affeftion to Gon 
\. and the Redeemer not ſo warm and live- 


ly as formerly ; that there is more lan- . 


gour and diſtraftion in their devotions . 
that they cannot ſo eaſily fix and com-. 
mand their thoughts, and are. lefs affected 
with divine things than in time paſt, 
But all this may be owing to the decays 
of nature; their faculties may be weak- 
ened ; their memories impaired : and it 
is well known, that aged perſons are leſs 
affected with -objefcts of joy and ſorrow 
than others. Their minds are leſs im- 
preſlible than formerly. This is the na- | 
tural conſequence of age; and many mid- 


_ dle- aged, yea yourg perſons, of a relaxed 
habic 
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habit, weak nerves and languid ſpirits, 
experience the ſame. But conſider, my 
companions in this tribulation, that, tho' 
the feryour of the affeftions may .be leſſen- - 
ed, the judgment may be more ſettled, the 
will more determined for Gop and reli- 
gion than heretofore, and we may with 
firmer purpoſe of heart cleave to him. 
Sin may be more mortified than ever it 
hath been, and the ſoul gradually advan- 
cing towards maturity in grace and fitneſs 
for heaven, We may have a more calm 
and yet reſolute zeal for Chriſt and his. 
intereſt than ever. Theſe are to be con- 
ſidered as marks of fruitfulneſs and evi- 
dences for glory; and when theſe are ex- 
perienced, the decreaſe of ſpiritual warmth 
and affettion ſhould not diſcourage us. 
—— Aped chriſtians may alſo be led to 
| theſe complaints, by miſtaking what their 
preſent duty is. You are ſometimes ready 
to blame and condemn yourſelves, becauſe 
you do fo little to ſerve Gop and your 
generation, But probably you are incapa- 
ble of aCtive ſervices, Submiſſion and pa- 
tence ſeem to be the peculiar duties of 


four age and circumſtances. Allow me 
0 to 
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to- quote in this connection, that beauti: 
ful repreſentation, which Milton makes of 


this caſe, when he is lamenting hls own 
blindneſs, | 


Gov doth not need 
Either man's works, or his own gifts. —Who beſt 
Bear his mild yoke, they ſerve him beſt. —His ſlate 
Is kingly. Thouſands, at his bidding, ſpeed _ 
And poſt o'er land and ocean without rett. 
They alſo /erve, who only fand and wait. + 


But with regard to ſome aged perſons, 
_ their unfruitfulneſs is their own fault, 
Gop doth his part, but they will not do 
theirs, They are too much. engaged In, 
and devoted to, the world ; wrapt up in 
their own ſecular intereſt, and will do 
nothing or little, for the good of their 
fellow-creatures. They have contracted a 
habit of complaining ; are fretful and 
peeviſh to all conne&ted with them, and 
will neither ſpeak, nor look chearfully 
whereas © the joy of the Lord is the 
ſrength of the "Gul. ?* They neglect t0 
mortify the ſins that calily beſet them, 


and grow formal in religious duties. 
; They 


+. Milton's Sonnet, No. 20s 
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They take no pains to exerciſe their fa- 
culties, and therefore theſe decay; juſt as 
{me loſe their limbs for want of motion 
and exerciſe. On theſe accounts, inſtead 
of being fruitful in old age, they are 
like ſhrubs or zthe heath in the deſart. 
But nothing contributes. ſo much to their 
unfruitfulneſs, as their becoming indiffe- 
rent to religious ordinances ; thinking, 
themſelves too wiſe and too good to need 
any: further improvement; or, if they at- 
tend them, taking no pains to impreſs 
the truths and motives of the goſpel on 
their hearts, and to engage their ſouls in 
the exerciſes of prayer and praiſe, There 
is one error, into which aged Chriſtians 
are apt to fall, and which 1s of moſt 
pernicious influence : but I chuſe to ex- 
preſs it in the words of the pious Dr. 
Owen , © they "are ready to think and ſay, 
that the preaching and religious exerciſes, 
wich they had in former days, were far 
to be preferred above what they now en- 
joy : and they deſpiſe the miniſters of the 
preſent age in compariſon with their fa- 
thers, Bur: the change is in themſelves. 
They have loſt their ſpiritual appetite, 


D 2 Being 
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Being grown full of themſelves and con- 
ceited of their own abilities, they haye 
not that taſte and reliſh for the word, 


which they had formerly : and this % 


both the cauſe, and the evidence, of the 
decay of all their other graces.” + $ 
that the fault is their own. They are not 
raitened in Gop, but in 7hemſelves, But 
"with regard to many aged chriſtians, it 
muſt, in yuſtice, be ſaid, that their at- | 
tendance upon ordinances is moſt regular, 
early and ſerious, and their reſpect to | 
their miniſters very honourable and en- 
couraging ; and it-is much to be wiſhed, 
| that all the younger would imitate their 
example. —— Having thus conſidered the 
text, as expreſſing both the duty and the 
privilege of aged ſaints, I proceed to make 
ſome improvement of the ſubject. 
APPLICATION, 
1. Let aped chriſtians. Jabour after 
greater frutfulneſs. 


If you are not ſenſible, Fathers, that 
there is room for further improvement 1n 
grace, you have not yet learned the firſ 
inſtruction | 


+ Owen's Med, on the glory of Chriſt, Po 60, 


+ 


: - 
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inſtruction in Chriſt's religion; to be 
poor in ſpirit, humble and lowly in heart. 
If you are not ſenſible, that you are in 
danger of decays and ſpiritual declen- 
ſions ; that they will prove injurious, and. 
may be deſtruRive to your ſouls, you are 
but children in underſtanding , yea, know 
nothing yet as you ought to know, But 
I hope and believe you are ſenſible of. 
theſe things. Let me intreat you there- 
fore to make it your great ambition to- 
be fruitful, growing chriſtians; and in 
this let all your cares and thoughts cen-- 
ter, To that end, be often examining, 
what fruit you produce 3 what ground 
you gain in the chriſtian race ; and how 
the work of grace goeth- on in your 
fouls. Keep: near to Gop by prayer, and: 
watch in holy duties againſt that drow- 
lineſs and languor, to which your infir- 
mities expoſe you, Stir up yourſelves to 
take hold on Gor; as * from Him all 
your fruit is found.'+ If you cannot ad- 
dreſs his throne with as much affection as 
| formerly, do. it: at leaft with as much ſe- 
nouſneſs, — Let your delight be in the 

D 3 law- 

Þ+ Hoeſc xiv. $, 
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| law of the Lord, and meditate in it day 
and night. - * Then you will be like ; 
zree planted by the rivers of water, which 
| bringeth forth his fruit in his ſeaſon , and 
whoſe leaf ſhall not wither.* + Think of 
the dying words of the aged and learned ' 
Salmaſius, * Oh! I have loſt a world of 
time : had I but one year longer, I would 
ſpend it in reading and meditating upon. 
David's Pſalms and Paul's Epiſtles.” — 
Remember alſo, that the promiſe in the 
text is made to thoſe who -* are planted 
in the houſe of the Lord.* Continue your 
love to Gop's houſe and worſhip, and 
' forſake not the good way, in which you | 
have found ſo much edification and com- 
fort. Live by faith in the all-ſufficient 
Saviour, and abige in him to whom you 
are united, as the branches in the vine; 

_ and then you will bring forth much fruit. 
How dreadful will it be, if, after all the 
kindneſs you have received from God, 
' you give him reaſon to ſay of you, as he. 
did of the Jews, © Thou haſt been weary 
of me, O TIſrael*} —— To excite you to 
this holy ambition, to be fruitful grow- 
>, ing 


| + Plalm 4, 2. 2 Tha, xlili, 22. 
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ing chriſtians, conſider, ——that your 0Wwn 
peace and comfort. depend upon it. To 
find grace thriving while nature 1s decay- 
ing, will. ſupport 'you- under your infir- 
mities, and open a fountain of pleaſure, 
when all other ſources of -1t are dried up, 
It will remove your doubts, enliven your 
hopes,. and brighten your proſpects of 
glory. After the Apoſtle Pay! had de- 
ſcribed his perſecutions and ſufferings, he 
adds, © Nevertheleſs we faint not :* and 
the reaſon follows, © tho? our outward man_ 
periſheth, yet the inward man 7s renewed, 
or gains freſh ſtrength, day by day,.* + 
If they, who had an appearance of re- 
liown, and fome zeal for it, in their 
younger days, become cold, ſelfiſh and- 
indifferent, what comfort can they have ?. 
Nay indeed, as I hinted above,. it ſeems 
a proof of. a heart naturally, barren and 
ceſtitute * of ſaving grace. —— Conſider 
again, that your continued fruitfulneſs 
will be for the honour of God and your 
profeſſion, It will ſhow, as the Pſalmiſt 
obſerves, that © he is your rock, and that 
there. is no unrighteouſneſs in him.” 
- = WW © Herein 
T..2 Cor, iv. 16, | 
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0. Fruitfulneſs +> Get 
2 Herein is my Father glorified, ſaith 


Chriſt, that ye bring forth much fruit? i 


It refletts an honour upon his word and 
ordinances,. and the influences of his ſpi- 
rit, that they make the Aged, with all 
their natural decays, ſpiritually ſtrong and 
healthy, and vigorous in eyery grace, —— 
And finally, it will be an example and an 
encouragement to others. It may lead the 
young to think more favourably of reli- 
o10n and to love the houſe of Gop. They 
will ſuſpe&t the uſefulneſs of the means 
of grace, if they ſee you declining. If 
you, who have long tried the ways of 
Goy, forſake them or go on ſlowly or 
mournfully in them, what a diſcourage- | 
ment will this be to them ! . For their 
ſake and the ſake of religion, do not 
put a ſtumbling-block before them. — 
Let theſe motives engage you * not to 
be flothful in buſineſs but fervent in ſpt- 
rit, ſerving the Lord,* See that the graces 
of - the chriſtian charatter be in you and 
abound, that you may not be barren and 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; that Lint may adorn his 
_ doctrine, 


5, 3: of aged Chriſtians. : 7F 
dodrine, and hold faſt your confidence 
to the end. 


2. They who would bring forth Fat 
in old age, muſt begin betimes to do fo. 


\ 


My young Friends, if you: deſire a holy, 
honourable and happy. old age, you muſt 
early cultivate your underſtandings, be en-. 
erafted into Chriſt by faith, and be Joined- 
to the Lord by a ſolemn Kif-dedication. 
You muſt now lay in a ſtock. of uſeful 
knowledge ; contract habits of- piety, ſub- 

_ jcftion and ſelf-government,. and take the 
oreateſt pains to root out and ſubdue 
thoſe paſſions and. deſires which- are con- | 
trary to them, Religion 1s to be learned 
as a ſcience, by thought and reading, 
practice and habit; and al},- under the 
influence of divine grace, 'which muſt be 
daily and earneſtly ſought. If you trifle 
away your youth, it 1s to be feared you 
will trifle away your age too, While 

| you deſpiſe or pity old triflers, remember 
that 1t was the idleneſs and barrenneſs of 
their Youth, that made them worthleſs 

and deſpicable in age. I ſpeak upon a 

ſuppoſition that you may live to be old : 

D 53. Ry 2 


4. The Fruitfulneſs SS 
but that may not happen, It is great 
odds againſt any one, that he will not, 
You now enjoy the means of grace, 
Gop. now expects fruit from you, Year 
after year he comes, ſeeking it: and if 
he find none, he may ſay, cut down this 
fruitleſs tree; why cumbereth it the 
oround? To the Young, to all, I fay, 

© The Axe is laid to the root of the 
trees, and every tree that bringeth not 
| forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt 
:1nto the fire' F —— I add, once more, 


3. Learn the great uſefulneſs of mw 
lick ordinances, CEE 


_ _-Let me again remind | you, that our / 
' text is ſpoken of thoſe who are planted 
'1n the houſe of the Lord; that is, who 
love his houſe and ordinances ; ſtatedly 
_ and ſeriouſly attend upon them, and ftrive 
to improve them to the purpoſes for 
which they were inſtituted, They may 
be regularly attended, - and yet the ſoul 
continue barren, "There may be the leaves 
| of an outward profeſſion, but no fruit 


Unkſs you are planted i Gop's houle 


+ Vat, ii, 10, 
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by faith and love, and make a ſerious, 
ſolemn buſineſs of religious exerciſes, en- 
' eaging the heart and affetions in them, 
your attendance will be vain, But where 
there are right diſpoſitions and views, 
ordinances are adapted to promote the 
truitfulneſs of chriſtians, and Gop hath 
promiſed his bleſſing with them. The 


Lord's Supper 1s particularly ſuited to 
further our ſpiritual nouriſhment and 
growth in grace, In a word, all chriſtian 
ordinances have an evident tendency to 
revive and maintain the impreſſions of 
religion z to ſtrengthen aged chriſtians un- 


der "their burthens ; to aſſiſt their thoughts 
in meditation and devotion; to comfort 


them with the views of the divine pro- 
miſes; to make the glories of- their ta- 


ther's houſe more familiar and delightful 
to their minds, and to reconcile them to 
the thoughts of death, I conclude 


vith addrefling you all, and eſpecially the 
Aged,. in the words of the Apoſtle: © Gop 


1s my record, how greatly I long after 
you all in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this I pray, that your loye may 
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16 The Fruitfulmſs, &c. 8. 4, 
| abound yet more and more in all know- 
ledge and judgment : that ye may be ſin- 
cere and without offence, till the day of 


_ Chriſt: being filled with the fruits. of right- 


 eouſneſs, which are, by Chriſt Jeſus, to 
the glory and praiſe of Gop,” + Amen, 


+ Phil, i, 8—21, 
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Caleb's Refleftion on the Goodneſs and 


 Faithfulneſs of Gop to him. 


Lee ents 


Josnva xiv. 10. 


And now behold, the Lord hath kept me 


alive, as He ſaid, theſe forty and five 
years, even fince the Lord ſpake this word 


unto Moſes, while the children of 11- 
rael wandered in the wilderneſs : atd 
now lo, I am this day, feaſers and five 
years old, 


HE glory of young men, faith 


Solomon, 1s their firength ; and the 


boots of old men is the gray head. 


The ſtrength of young men is truly their 


_ glory, when it is employed in the ſervice 
of Gor : and, the hoary head is indeed 


a crown of glory, when it is found in 
the way of righteouſneſs.” It was the 


glory of the perſon ſpoken of in the text, 
that 
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4  Caleb's Reflection: on -the T a 


that when he was a young man, he was 
enfinent for courage and ſteady piety; 
and when old, for the vigour of his body 
and the holineſs of his foul. As I In- 
tend, in. this diſcourſe, more. particularly 
to conſult the. afliſtance and encourage- 
ment of my aged friends, I would re- 

commend to them the temper and ex» 
ample of this aged faint, even Caleb; 
and endeavour at the ſame time to ſug- 
geſt ſome things, which may be- uſeful | 
to all. We read in the hiſtory of _ 
Tfrael, that, when they were come to the 
borders of Canaan, Moſes, by divine di- 
rection, ſent. out twelve men, one of. each 
tribe, to ſearch that land. When they 
_ returned, they brought a very favourable 
account of the fruitfulneſs of 1t; but re- 
preſented the inhabitants 'as ſo numerous 
and ſtrong, that there was no probability 
of getting poſſeſſion | of it, At this re- 
port the people were angry and rebel- 
lious. Caleb and Foſhua, two of the ſpies, 
endeavoured to appeaſe them, by affu- 
ring them, that they were well able, with 
Gop's aſſiſtance, to get poſſeſſion of the 


land, Caleb particularly exerted bim- 
ſelf 


S. 4. Goodneſs and Fidelity of Gov. 79 


ſelf _with great prudence and courage on 


this occaſion, but to no purpoſe. Gop | 


therefore declared, that all that rebellious 


generation ſhould die in the wilderneſs , 


and only Caleb and 7o/hua among the ſpies, 
and ſome other humble, pious Iſraelites, 


ſhould enter the land.* It was particularly 
promiſed to Caleb, © Becauſe my ſervant 


Caleb had another ſpirit, different: from 
that of the other ſpies, and. hath followed 


| me fully, him will I bring into the land, 
where-into he went, and his ſeed ſhall 


poſſeſs it, F Thus Gop promiſed Caleb, 
that, for his diſtinguiſhed piety, fidelity 
and courage, he ſhould live to enter into 


the land of Canaan, and have an. inheri- 


tance there, We find him, in this chap- 
ter, claiming that promiſe. He reminds 


Joſhua, who was then: the leader of 1/rael, 


of what Moſes, in the name of Gop, had 
ſworn to him, becauſe he wholly followed 


the Lord; and he claims that particular 


portion of the land, which had been pro- 


mited him, When he puts in his claim, 


he ſpeaks with great ſeriouſneſs and de- 
votion z acknowledging the divine care and 
hdelity, 

® 1cb, iii, 26, + Numb, xiv, 24» 


i 
M 


Bo Caleb's Refleftion on the S. 4, 
| fidelity, and looking back with pleaſure 
on his own condu@, and Gopy's appro- 
| bation of it. - * And now behold, the Lord 
hath kept me tows. as he ſaid, theſe forty 
and five years, even ſince the Lord ſpake 
this word unto Moſes, while the children 
_ of Iſrael wandered 1n the wilderneſs : and 
now, lo, 1 am this day fourſcore and five 
_ years old,” —— The words, in this con- 
ne&tion,. will ſugpeſt four uſeful remarks, 
which I ſhall conſider, and lead you to 
improve, 


1, It is Gop that keepeth us ; alive. 


IT. The Aged: have peculiar reaſon to 
make this acknowledgment, 


$7: 10 6 great fatisfation to aged 
chriſtians to refle& on their obedience to 
Gop, and the accompliſhment of his 
promiſes to them ; and, 


TV. The experience which aged chril- 
tians have had of Gop's goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs, is a ſtrong COUT Age to 
hope and truſt in him, 


I, It is Gov who keepeth us alive. 
This 


'$, 4, Goodneſs and Fidelity of Gov, 81 
This is a very obvious remark : but 
ſince for that reaſon we are too apt to 
forget it and neglect the due improvement 
of it, it is proper to illuſtrate it, and aſſiſt 
| your refle&tion upon it. It is of the ut- 


moſt importance that our minds be fur- 
niſhed with thoſe maxims, which are moſt 


weighty and uſeful; and they ſhould be 


made familiar to the thoughts, that we 
may have recourſe' to them in every emer- 
' gency, to dire& our conduct and ſupport - 

our hearts. This is one of the moſt weighty 
and uſeful; that our lives and all the 
_ events of them, are under Gop's direction 
and at his diſpoſal, That he keepeth us 
alive, is evident from his univerſal pro- 
vidence, * His kingdom ruleth over all, 
and not a ſparrow falleth to the ground 
without him.* The ſcriptures often re- 
mind us of this, and urge it as a motive 
to religious fear, gratitude and obedience. 
They teach us © that in him we live and 
move and have our being : that in him 
'k the breath of every living thing and 
the ſpirit of all mankind :* that he gave 
It at firſt, and that he taketh it away, 


Gop clans this with awful majeſty, as 
his. 


82 Caleb's Refleion on the I. 4 


his prerogative ; © Behold I kill -and I 
make alive: I wound and I heal His 
| ſervants acknowledge this with readineſs 
and pleaſure. So Caleb in the text, © Be- 
hold the Lord hath kept me alive.” So 
David ; © Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes; who re- 
deemeth thy. life from deſtruction.* Thus 
St. Paul acknowledgeth, © Having ob» 
| tained _P of Gop, I continue to this 
day. More particularly, Gop pre-. 
| ferveth us from many accidents, that 
would be fatal to us. © He giveth his 
Angels charge over us, to. keep us in all 
our ways.* They deliver us from many 
evils-which we are not ſenſible of, . and 
perform many kind offices for us, which 
we do not and cannot perceive, —— Gop 
maintains our health or raifeth us up 
from threatening diſorders. * To Gop the 
Lord belong the ifſues or eſcapes from 
death :* and he is known by. the name 
of © the Lord that healeth. us.* + 
giveth us thoſe things that are needful 
for the body ;  ſupplieth- us with food and 


raiment, and- every thing neceſſary for the | 
Con» 


+ Exod, xv, 26, 


\ 
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continuance and ſupport of our lives. 
Yea, his bleſſing makes them lerviceable 
for theſe purpoſes. For, © man liveth not 
_ by. bread alone, but by the word or bleſ- 
ſing of Gop :? without this, as the pro- 
'phet Haggai intimates, © we ſhould eat 
and drink, yet not be fatisfied; and 
clothe us, * but not be warm.” + When 
diſeaſes and deaths flie round about us, 
he preſerveth us ſafe and unhurt. © The 
Lord 1s our keeper : the Lord preſerveth 
us from evil; He preſerveth our going- 
out and coming-in,' —— We have reaſon 
 devoutly to acknowledge, that He keep- 
_ th us alive, when we conſider the frailty 
of our natures, and the diſeaſes and ca- 
ſualties to which we are liable, Who 
can fay, he hath been -is own guardian ? 
That he hath maintained ſuch temperance 
and regularity of life, and ſuch a care to 
guard againſt dangers, that he hath been 
his own preſerver ? Who that thinks at 
all, but muſt look higher and acknow- 
ledge the providence of Gop, the Gon 
of his ſalvation? This is eſpecially pro- 
per and becoming,. as our lives and com- 

| forts 


t Hag. 1, 6, 


$4 | Caleb's Refldtion on the $. +. 


forts have been forfeited by fin. Every 
benefit we enjoy, every breath we draw, 
x owing to his wonderful patience, and 

* it is of the .Lord's mercies that we are 
not conſumed,”- ——Let us obſerve, 


I. The Aped have peculiar reaſon to 
make this acknowledgment. 


Behold, ſaith Caleb, the Lord hath 
kept me alive, while the children of 1/ae/ 
wandered in the wilderneſs: and I am 
_ this day eighty-five years old.* The longer 
we live, the greater reaſon we have to 
acknowledge the proteCtion and care of 
Gop. When any arrive at, old ' age, it 
' 1s proper to do this, with peculiar ſeri- 
ouineſs and gratitude; conſidering that, 
| like Caleb, they have been wandering all 

their days in a wilderneſs : to that this 
| world is often compared, and none enter 
more feelingly into the juſtice and beauty 
of the compariſon than the Aged. Dan- 
gers ſurround us on every ſide, It 1s'2 
wonder, that the barrenneſs of this wil- 
derneſs, its diſtreſſing ſcenes, and the little 
refreſhments which a ſoul, intent upon 4 


better country, can figd here, do not. 
more 


S. 4 Goodneſs and 4 Fidelity of Gon. B85 


more ſpeedily exhauſt the ſpirits and con-. 


ſume the days of thoſe who wander in 
it, —— Again, Caleb had ſeen the whole 
cteratign; that came out of Zpypt with 
him, dying before him; and there were 
very few alive, who had been the com- 


panions of his youth and his travels. 


| The Aged cannot but often refle& upon 
this; what numbers they have ſurvived ! 


ac deſolation death hath made in the. 


churches, families and towns, to which 


they were related ! how many of the 


young and healthy, who were likely to 


 out-live them, have fallen in the wilder- 


. neſs, while they continue ! —— Their own 


© infirmities render the acknowledgment of 


Gop's preſervation of them almoſt natu- 
ral and peculiarly proper. Small things 


greatly affe&t them, A little change of 


weather diſcompoſeth them. A flight cold 
and fever diſables, and often deſtroys, 


them. Troubles, which in early life they 


_ could eaſily have ſurmounted, hang long 


and heavy upon them, and ſometimes 


preſs them into the duſt: and when they 
conſider that what ſtrength remains 1s la- 


bour and ſorrow, their long continuance - 
In 
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$6 Caleb's Reflefion on the 5, 4, 
in life is an aſtoniſhment to them, As 
| they cannot but ſuppoſe that every open. 

ing.year will be their laſt, every returning _ 

year diſplays new wonders of goodneſs 
and mercy ; and it is becoming in them 
oratefully to acknowledge it. Thus David 
the aged faith, © Thou, O Lord, art my 
truſt from my youth. I am as a wonder 
to many,” that I am yet alive after fo 
many fatigues, dangers and infirmities; - 
© but thou art my ftrong refuge, Thou 
| haſt done great things, O Gop; who is 
like unto thee ?* + Further, 


IL. It is a great fatisfa&tion to aged 
ſaints to reflect on their obedience to 


_ Gop, and the accompliſhment of his pro- 
miſes to them, 


Caleb ſpeaks of both theſe with FO 
ſure» He reminds Foſhua, that he had 
wholly followed the Lord; that. the Lord 
| had kept him alive, as he ſaid; that the 
word, which the Lord: ſpake to Moſes 
concerning him, had been fulfilled, — 
In like manner, it affords aged chriftt- 
ans great delight to reflect, - that, thro' 


* vie ACS, they have wholly followed 
the 


+ Pſalm Ixxi, $=7% 


S, 4, Goodneſs and Fidelity of Gov. B87 
the Lord: that when, as in the caſe of 
the Iſraelites, the generality have been 
diſobedient and rebellious, have tempted 
and provoked the moſt high, they have 
retained their integrity, and been, upon 
the whole, faithful to their profeſſion and 
their vows. They cannot indeed, but be 
_ conſcious of many imperfe&tions and. de- | 
fets in their obedience, and will be often 
dropping a penitential tear over the ſins 
of their youth and riper years. Yet ha- 
ving this-teſtimony, that their hearts were 
right with Gop, and that their governing 
.defire and main care have been to pleaſe 
him ; this affords them great comfort, and 
is their ſupport. in thoſe evil days, in 
which there is no earthly pleaſure. It is 
comfortable to them to think, that they 
have devoted their vigorous days to Gop, 
and not brought him only the poor re- 
mains of their time and ſtrength, It is 
their joy to think, that they have not 
been entirely uſeleſs in the world, the bur- 
thens of the earth, the cumberers of the - 
ground, and the ſcandal of religion. 
When they refle&t, what an untoward 
generation they have lived in; what temp- 


tations 


| 88 Caleb's Refleftion on the 8. 4, 


tations they have had to youthful luſts, 
how prone the love of the world is- to 
deſtroy the love of Gov in the days of 
health and eaſe, © their rejoicing is this, 


the teſtimony of their conſciences, that in 


ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with 


| fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop, 


they have had their converſation in the 
world ;* that Religion hath been upper-- 
molt in their thoughts, and it- hath been 


their chief buſineſs in life * to ſerve Gov 


Further, 


and ſave their own ſouls. 


It 1s a great fatisfa&tion to them to refle& 


on Goy's goodneſs and faithfulneſs to them : 


that he hath hitherto ſupplied all their 
wants, ſuſtained their hearts, and ſupport- 


ed them under thoſe afflictions, which 


| they thought would have been too hard 
for them to bear, They recolle&, with 


gratitude and delight, that grace, which 


| begun, maintained and improved the di- 
vine life in their ſouls, amidſt innumera- 


ble temptations from without and within ; 


that, tho* they have fallen into fin, they 


have been recovered and not ſuffered to 
periſh in it; and tho* they have fallen 


into trouble, they have been prevented _ 
from 
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from making ſhip?wreck of faith and a 
good conſcience. It is pleaſant to them 
to trace up all theſe ſtreams to the foun- 
tain ; to conſider them as the diſplays of 
rich and free grace; as the accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſes of Gop, and proofs 
of his fidelity. Their mercies were ſweet 
in the enjoyment, and are ſweet in the 
reflection, when - they conſider them as 
founded on the covenant of grace, made 
' with all true believers thro*' Chriſt Jeſus. 
And this is the delightful concluſion of 
every refleftion upon them, * The Lord 
hath been good to me, as he ſaid: The 
Lord hath fulfilled the word, which he 
fſpake concerning his ſervant.” —— I pro- 
ceed to obſerve, 


IV. The experience, which aged ſaints 
have had of Gop's goodneſs and faithful- 
neſs, is a ſtrong encouragement to them 
to hope and truſt in him, 


Cale's deſign, in repeating the divine 
promiſes and recolleQting the divine good- 
neſs, was to encourage himſelf in the 
Lord his God; that he ſhould be aſliſted 
to gain and poſſeſs the promiſed inheri- 

F, = _- 


CT od AIC TH WES <A eh nee. <p - 


<0: - Caleb's Reflettic z20n on the S$, 4, 
tance, as well as to claim a title to it. « 
See v. 12. Since Gop | hath kept me 
alive, © eive. me the mountain, whereof 
the Lord ſpake in. that day. If ſo be. 
the Lord will be with me, or. (as it may 
be better rendered, for he ſeems to have 
no doubt about it) ſeeing the Lord will 
be with me, I ſhall be able to drive 
them out, as the Lord ſaid.* Thus the 
experience which aged- chriſtians have had 
of Gop's care and fidelity, 1s an earneſt 
of further favours from him, and an en- 
couragement to their hope and confidence, 
It gives them a chearful perſuaſion that 
he will ſtill be with them ; that he who. 
hath delivered and doth deliver, will {till 
deliver. They can plead with David, 
 *O Gov, thou haſt taught me from wy 
youth: now when I am o/d and gray-head- 
ed, O Gov, forſake me not.'+ They ex- 
peCt further, yea greater, troubles and dit- 
| ficulties in the remaining ſtages of the 
wilderneſs.: but they know, that the mann, 
with which they have been fed, will not 
Fail, nor the cloud of protection, which | 


hath ſheltered them, be withdrawn, till 
their 


F Pſalm Ixxi, 17» 
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their wanderings are over. They know 
that Gop hath promiſed, © Even to your 
. age, I am He;. and even to hoar hairs, 
iN I carry you. I have made, and I will 
Fogg even I will carry and will deliver 
you.*' And this they may depend upon, - 
fince * by him they have beefi borne up 
and carried even from the womb.'*+ May 
they not expect, that he, who hath ſuſtain- 
| ed them hitherto in the ſpiritual warfare, 
will. ſtrengthen their feeble hands for the 
remaining combat : and that © he who hath 
begun the good work in them, will per- 
form it until the day of Chriſt ? May 
they not be confident, that he who hath 
Hed them ſo 'long in the wilderneſs, will 
bring them into the good land, which he. 
hath promiſed ? Yea, at laſt raiſe their 
withered limbs and periſhed bodies ſtrong 
and fair, to ſhare in the honours of their 
Redeemer*s ſecond coming, and the joys. 
of his everlaſting kingdom ? Thus David, 
in his old age, argued, * Thou who haſt 
ſhown me great and ſore troubles, ſhalt 
quicken me again, and ſhalt bring me up 
again from the depths of the earth,” t 
E2 - Having 


+ Ifa, xIvie 4. { Pſalm laxi, 20, 
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- Having thus illuſtrated- the obſerva. 
tions ariſing from the text, I proceed to 
make a more general improvement of the 
| ſubject. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Let vs all remember our conſtant 
dependance upon God; and learn thoſe 
uſeful inſtructions, which that 1s Pop 


to teach us. 


. | Whatever be our age, Gov high kept 
_ us alive hitherto. Let us own this with 
thankfulneſs. How abſurd and ungrateful 
is it for men to boaſt and be proud of 
their health and ſtrength, (for men may 
be health-proud, as well as purſe-proud) 
and never to acknowledge the hand of 
Gov, *©* who giveth to all life and breath 
and all things.” Let me addreſs you in 
the language of the Pſalmiſt, © 0 bleſs 
our Gop, ye people, and make the voice 
of his praiſe to be heard ; which holdeth 
our ſoul in life, and ' ſullinerh. not our 
feet to be moved.*+ Doth Gop keep 
\ us alive? This ſhows the reaſonableneſs 


of prayer, as eo"_— of our dependance_ 
upon 


. | + Pſalm levi, 5, 0, 
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upon him, and as the way to preſerve a 
deyout ſenſe of it upon the heart. It ſhows 
that our expreſſions of prayer and thank{- 
giving at our mea, ſhould be ſerious and 
thoughtful. — This teacheth us to uſe 
' the proper means of preſerving and reſto- 
ring health, in a humble ſubordination to 
the divine blefling ; and it ſtrongly reproves 
the iniquity of thoſe, who, like Aſa, * ſeek 
to the phyſician but not to the Lord, F— 
The remembrance of our dependance upon 


: 


 Gop would tend to reſtrain Juxury and: 


intemperance, and all thoſe Iroegulenes 


and exceſſes, which ſhorten men's days. 


It would prevent our undertaking any 
thing that is hazardous to life or health, 
when not called out to it by providence. 
—— It will -likewiſe keep our minds com- 
poſed amidſt the evils we feel or fear, and 


tend to reconcile us to the. removal of 


our deareſt friends and to our own, ſince 


our times are in Gop*s hands. It will 
make us folicitous to- ſay of all our 


tchemes, © It the. Lord. will, we ſhall live 


and do this os that,” and engage us to 
And finally, it will. 
E 3 be- 


ck his bleſſing. 


+ 2 Chron, xvi, 12, 
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04 Caleb's Reflefion on the >S, 4, 
be a powerful motive to ſecure his friend- 
ſhip, by vigorouſly purſuing his ſervice, 
In this view, Moſes urgeth the thought, 
* Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop, 
and obey his voice and cleave to him; 
tor He is thy life and the Jeng of f thy 


days.” f 


2. What hath been ſaid ſhow. be an 
inducement to young perſons to follow 
the Lord fully. | 


Caleb, as a reward for ſo doing, lived 
to be very old, and had great pleaſure in 
refleting on his former conduct. This 
ule an ancient zewi/h writer makes of the 
ſtory: ©* The Lord gave ſtrength unto 
Caleb, which remained with him to his 
old age; ſo that he entered on the high 
places of the land, and his ſeed obtained 
| it for an heritage; that all the children 
of Iſrae] might ſee, that it fs good to fol- 
low the Lord? F —— Following the Lord 
fully may conduce to. .a long life, —— it 
will certainly promote the happineſs of 
life. It may conduce to a /ong life. 


Young perſons are generally defirous to 
live 


+ Deut, xxx, 20« 2 Ecclus, xlvi, 94 10. 
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live to old age. Now religion and ſtedfaſt 
obedience to God are,. in their own nature, 
a probable means of attaining to it. For 
they prevent thoſe exceſſes which ſhorten 
the days of youth, and by reaſon of 
which, men do not live out half their 
days, Religion contributes to health and 
peace and chearfulneſs, * What man is 
he that defireth life and loveth many days, 
that he may ſee good ? Let him de- 
part from evil and do good.” + Solomon 
confirms this ſentiment, * In wiſdom's right 
hand are length of days. The fear of the 
Lord prolinrerk days, but the years of- 
the wicked - ſhall be ſhortened.” F Gop 
will reward early piety with long life, if 
he ſeeth, that; upon the whole, -it is beſt- 
for you. — But it will certainly promote 
the happineſs of life. For * godlineſs hath. 
the promiſe of the life that now 7s, as> 
well as that which is to come.* Beſides 
the immediate pleaſure attending a courſe 
of ſtedfaſt obedience, you will have de-_ 
lightful refleftions on what ,is paſt : that 
you have ſpent your vigorous days In 
the ſervice of Gop, and are growing: up 
E 4 to- 


+. Palm xxxiv, 12, - ft. Proy, iii, 16, x. 27» 
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96 _ Caleb's Reflefion on the 58. ,, 
to a greater maturity for heaven ; while 
youthful ſinners are dead in their ſins, 
_ turned into hell and ſuffering the fatal] 
irretrievable conſequences of © their own 
cowardice and folly. Inſtead of * poſſeſſing 
the iniquities- of your youth; having your | 
| bones full of them, and mourning at the 
{aft, when the fleſh and body are con- 
tamed,” you will have unſpeakable plea- 

ture in (being _ to appeal to Gow, 

with Hezekiah, * that you have walked 
before him in truth, and with an upright 
heart, and have done that which was good 
in his fight.” In conſequence of this, you 
will find him gracious and faithful in aſ- 

fiſting, ſupporting and rewarding you. 
* Remember therefore thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, before the days come 
and the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, I have no pleaſure in them ;* none. 
but what - Woo affords and _ IN- 
lpires. I only add, 


3- The Example of Caleb 15 worthy the 
imitation of aged chriſtians, 


., To you, my honoured Fathers, I would 
teſpecttully addreſs, Hath Gop Kept you 
| alive 
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alive fourſcore or threeſcore years? Take 

this good old man for your model, and 
endeavour to be like-minded, Let -your . 
ſpeech, like his, | be ſerious and | devout, 
the remainder of your days be devoted 
to God's ſervice, and continue to hope ' 


and truſt in him, —— Let your /peeck 
be ſerious and devout. When, like Caleb, 
| you are mentioning. 'your' age, your Co-: 
temporaries, or what happened in the 
' former part of your lives, let it be done- 
with ſeriouſneſs; + with - an humble: and. 
thankful acknowledgment of Gop. Say. 
not * I have lived ſo long, or am 1o old, 
but, *'the Lord hath | kept me alive.” 
Bear teſtimony to his goodneſs and faith- 
fulneſs, Speak of his care in preſerving 
you hitherto, with -admiration. and thank- 
fulneſs. Thus the Patriarch Facob ſaid, 
* Gop who hath fed me all my life long 
to this day, and redeemed me from all 
_ evil, + —— Further, let the remainder of 
your lives be faithfully devoted to God's 
ſervice. One important branch of this is, 
humbly to relate your own experience for 
the inſtruction and conſolation of others. 


+ Gen, xIylii, x50 
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| So Caleb did; * when my brethren were 
diſobedient id rebellious, 1 wholly fol- 
lowed the Lord my Gop.*' Let your re- 
lations and friends, eſpecially your de- 
ſcendants, know, what Gop hath done 
for you, and what he hath enabled you 
to do for him, Aſſure them, as from 
long obſervation and experience you can, 
that fin 1s bitterneſs in the end; — that 
Gop's commandments are not grievous ; — 
that an intereſt in Chriſt ts the good part,— 
and that a life ſpent in communion with 
Gop, is the pleafanteſt life any man can 
lead. Such declarations will come with 
peculiar gracefulneſs and force from per- 
ſons of your age, when attended with that 
modeſty and humility, which your long. 
acquaintance with your own imperfe&tions 
and the conſtitution of the goſpel, will 
| be likely to promote: for you muſt be 
ſtrangely Ignorant of both, if you ſpeak 
of your experiences with vain-glory and 
| boaſting. All will be afcribed by you to 
the riches of divine grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 


and you will boaſt only in the Lord. 


Thus David in his old age refolved, * My 


tongue ſhall ſhow forth thy ſalvation, and 
talk 
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talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day long ; 


for I know not the numbers thereof, E 
will ſhow thy ſtrength to this generation 
| and thy power to every one that is to 
come.' .T 
Gor, your preſerver, by being ave in 
all the duties of life, which you have abi- 
lity to diſcharge. You may not perhaps 
be able to ſay, as Caleb (in the verſe fol- 
lowing the text) © As yet I am as ſtrong 
this day, as 1 was forty years ago :* ne- 
_ vertheleſs, what natural ſtrength remaineth 
| ſhould be employed for Gop. But I hope 
your ſpiritual ftrength 18 much greater 


than it was forty years ago; that you are _ 


more able to carry on the chriſtian: com- 
bat, to drive out remaining corruptions, 


and will be faithful unto death. You are 


allo to ferve Gov by humbly waiting all 
the intumations of his will; by bearing 
up contentedly and chearfully under the 


infiirmities of age, and itriving and watch- 
ing that-your tempers may not be ſourcd 
by your own affliftions, or the vices and | 


follies of the riſing generation, | 
Finally, your paſt experience ſhould be 


E 6 an -: 


T Pſalm Ixxi. 15, 18. 


Again, you are to ſerve 
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x00 Caleb's Refletion, &c. S. 4. 
an incentive to you to encourage yourſelves 
in the Lord your God. Hope in him, that 
he will yet fulfil his promiſes, and par- 
ticularly that he will never forſake you, 
| The laſt words of the aged and pious 
Dr. Guyſe were, © O my Gop, thou haft 
always been with me, and wilt not leave 
me now.* Gop may prolong your wan- 
derings in the wilderneſs and add many 
days yet to your. weariſome pilgrimage : 
but remember, Canaan is before you; an 
' inheritance which will abundantly repay 
all the labours and fatigues of the wil- 
derneſs. Thither Gop hath promiſed to 
bring you. * Hold faſt, therefore, the 
profeſſion of your faith, and the conki- 
dence of your hope, without wavering, 
firm unto the end; for he is faithful who 
hath promiſed.” | 


DIS 


\£:: 204: 


DISCOURSE V. 


=_ 


hee meme 


The Deſign and Improvement of uſeleſs 
Days and weartſome Nights. 


—_ 


l—_— 


Jos vii. 3. 


So am I made to poſſeſs months of vanity, 
_ and won nights are x; RE to me. 


T is an obſervation of Mr. Addiſon, 

that © Enquiries after happineſs and 
rules tor attaining it, are not, on ſome 
accounts, ſo neceflary and uſeful to man- 
kind, as the arts of conſolation, and ſup- 
_ Porting one's ſelf under affliftion.%” Con- 
vinced .of this from the frequent ſcenes 
of diſtreſs, to which I have been a wit- 
neſs, I think I can ſcarce engage in a 
more benevolent deſign, than to offer aſ- 
liſtance and comfort to my ſuffering fel- 
low-creatures. The book of Job fur-_ 
niheth us with excellent materials for 
this deſirable work, I propoſe at this 


tune 
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time to conſider that circumſtance of Job's 
affliftion, which is mentioned in the text; 
as 1t particularly ſuits the caſe of the 
| Aged, whom I am now more immediately 
to addreſs. This holy man 1s deſcribing. 
his melancholy ſituation, and the ſad ef- 
fets of his bodily diſorders. Theſe in- 
creaſed the weight of his other calamities, 
and made him deſirous of death, as the 
_ only ſure relief. * As a ſervant, faith he, 
after a hard day's labour, earneſtly de-. 
fireth the ſhadow of- the evening; and as 
a hireling looketh for the reward of his 
_* work, fo do I long for my releaſe from 

_ this miſery, (for thus the ſenſe muſt be 
 ſupplied;) ſince I an made to poſſeſs months 
of vanity, that 1s, uleleſs and unprofita- 
ble. months; and weariſome nights, pain- 
ful reſtleſs nights, are - appointed to me : 1 
poſleſs them as my inheritance , for ſo the 
word ſignifies.” —— From hence we may 
obſerve, 


| I. That uſeleſs days and weariſome 
mghts may be the rites of the beſt 


of men. 
IL. When 


8.5. of bodily Infirmities. 103 


IT. When it is fo, they are to be con- 
ſidered as the appointment of Providence 
and improved accordingly. 


T Uſeleſs days and weariſome nights | 
may be allotted tothe beſt of men ; 


To thoſe, who, like eb, are righteous 
and upright in the ſight of Gon, and 
have been, Ike him, healthy, vigorous 
and uſeful. Months of vanity are months 
void of health, aCtivity and uſefulneſs : 
and theſe come as a kind of inheritance 
to us; for ©* man is born to trouble, as the 
ſparks naturally fly upwards.” This is 
almoſt always the caſe of the Aged. The 
days of old age are called, *© the evil days 
in which there is no pleaſure ;* no earthly 
pleaſure. But this to an aged Chriſtian 
15 not ſo grievous, as that they are months 
of vanity, 1n which he is capable of doing 
little for the glory of Gop and the good 
of his fellow-creatures. — This 1s ſome- 
times owing to the os of "the facul- 
ties; ſo that the poor ſufferer becomes 
1enorant, forgetful and helpleſs, like a_ 
child. Sometimes it ariſes from the de- 
_ Cay of bodily ſtrength and vigour, and a 
con- 


104 The Deſign and Improvement S. «, 
continued ſucceflion - of aches and ſor- 
rows : ſo that the afflicted perſon cannot 
move at all, or not without much pain; 
or all his vital actions are attended with 
a certain uneaſineſs, which is ſometimes 
leſs tolerable than pain itſelf, Hence 
an ancient writer calls old age, © a mid- 
ale ftate between health and ſickneſs.” 
| When nature bears ' much, it can do lit- 
tle, The man 1s unfit for buſineſs; he 
becomes  liſtleſs ih religious duties, yea 
can ſcarce do any thing, that will turn 
to account. This is often the caſe with 
others, beſides the Aged; when they are 
viſited with acute diſeaſes or labour under 
a lingering illneſs. Thro* weakneſs of 
| body and pining ſickneſs, they (as Job 
expreſſeth it) © never eat with pleaſure ;* 
and can neither work nor move with any 
life or comfort. It is ſome relief, in ſuch 
a caſe, for the ſufferer to have a good 
night and refreſhing ſleep; and thereby 
get a little ſtrength to diſcharge the du- 
ties of life or to bear its burdens, — 
But Job had, and many have, wweariſome 
nights appointed to them, Some are * vi- 


fited with pain on their beds, and the 
_ mule 
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multitude of their bones with ſtrong pain.” 
Some, if they lie down, cannot breathe, 
and muſt therefofe be. ſupported in an 


| they have, is diſturbed and unrefreſhing, 


variety of fears; which, tho' groundleſs 


quered, There is often an uneaſineſs and 


cauſe, which drives away fleep or makes 


prives them of this refreſhment. Anxious 
thoughts and the preſſure of other af- 
fictions, deſtroy the repoſe of the night : 
| ſo that the ſufferer cannot forget his ſor- 
rows by ſleep, but they haunt his very 
dreams, He ſometimes counts the hours 
in a long ſucceſſion : the time appears 
dreadfully tedious; and he ariſes in the 


being refreſhed. Thus Fob deſcribes his 
cale, in the verſe following the text, and 
many feel the juſtice of his deſcription 
DPD «* When 


uneaſy poſture. Others, thro* diſagreeable 
ſenſations, are reſtleſs; and the little ſleep 


Sometimes dejeCtion of ſpirit brings on a 


and unreaſonable, are as troubleſome as 
if they were juſt, and cannot be con- 


reſtleſſneſs of mind without any apparent 


It very unquiet.. In weak conſtitutions, 
a little change in the air and weather de- 


morning weakened and tired, inſtead of 


Oo 
m_— 


/ 
- 
deandlF2 ont vo wilt we oo or Bet Rs 
' » + += : guy 


- i ates dad eros 


o . n 


4 = 
:_n_ 
' Wer * \ 

: b4 
WT 
= \ 

L 
& ' 

id 

o 

, 

NT 

Ls 

N 

} 
i 


 NATMRIWET EY 


_— 


i106 The Defign and Improvement "4 
«* When I lie down, 1 ſay, when hall 


ariſe and the night be gone? and I am 


full of zoffings to and fro unto the dawn- 
ing of the day. My bed doth not com- 
| fort me, nor my -couch eaſe my com- 
plaint.* v. 13. This is ſometimes the 
caſe with Gop's deareſt children, and. eſ- 
pecially of the Aged. Now, what ſhall 
 lupport and comfort them under ſo heavy 
an affliction? There is nothing ſo well 


-p adapted | to do it, as this thought, that 


it is 'the Lord's doing : and that 1s the 
ſecond obſervation from the text, 


"TE. Months. of vanity and weariſome 
nights are to be conſidered as the ap- 


pointment of Gop, and to be improved 
accordingly. _ | 


This is implied in the exprefijon her 
uſed ; they are appointed to me; compared 
. with verſe 1, of this chapter; * Is there 
not an appointed time to man upon earth ?' 
For who fixeth and determineth his time,. 
| but the great Gop, the Lord of life and 
time? In the 14th verſe, Job expreſsly 
| aſcribes his weariſome nights to the pro- 
 vidence of Gop : © Thou ſcareſt me with. 

| dreams.: 
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dreams. So the Pſalmiſt doth, © Thou hold- 
eſt mine eyes waking,” * And indeed, 
nothing can be more plain from the dic- 
tates of reaſon and the language of ſcrip- 
ture, eſpecially of this book. The original 
conſtitution of human nature was formed 
by Him. The materials of which it is com- 
poſed ; the food, air, and other things on 
which it depends for ſupport, are all of 
ſuch a nature as to intimate that it was 
intended to wear out and decay, The | 
hand of Gop is to be acknowledged in 
all our diſeaſes. He woundeth and ma- 
keth ſore. He giveth ſleep and cauſeth it 
to fly from our eyes. Whatever natural 
cauſes may occaſion pain, weakneſs and 
incapacity, all are to be traced up to the 
divine dire&tion and appointment, He al- 
lotteth to us whatever is painful and diſ- 
_ agreeable by day or by night. It is a 
very comfortable thought, that he appoints 
them, or (as the word is ſometimes tran!- 
lated) ' xumbers them, The number, the 
degree, the continuance of our infirmities, 
are all exactly marked out and determined 
by him: and they ſhall not be more in 
number, nor heavier in their preſſure, nor 


| lon ger 
* Pſalm, lxxvii, 4+ 
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longer in their continuance, than he ſees 
it beſt, in order to anſwer his TE and 
gracious purpoſes concerning us.——Noy, 
he appoints to his creatures uſeleſs months 
and weariſfome nights, for ſome or other 
of theſe important ends: namely, to re- 
ſtrain an earthly ſpirit and bring them to. 
ſerious conſideration and piety,—to exer- 
_cife their graces, eſpecially their humility, 
patience, meekneſs and contentment — to 
promote the advantage of others, —and to 
confirm their own hopes and awaken their 
defires of a bleſſed immortality. - Gop 
intends hereby, 


1. To reſtrain an earthly ſpirit, and 
bring them to. ſerious conſideration | and. 
piety. ſs T8 

"That the world __ preſent hs have. 
generally an undue influence upon our 
hearts and indiſpoſe us for the concerns 
_ of Religion, is evident by - melancholy 
experience : the beſt chriſtians ſee and 
feel and lament it. In order to reſtrain 
the inordinate love of the world, Gop is. 
pleaſed to viſit men with pain and fick- 


neſs, When they are: continually tolling 
| about: 
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about the -world, riſing early, ſitting up 
late, and wearying themſelves in the pur- 
ſuit of it, neither their' miniſters, nor their 
conſciences, can convince them, that they 
are too eager and are endangering their 
own ſouls. Gop then taketh the work 
into his own hands; confines them by 
pain and weakneſs, and renders them in- 
capable of their former hot purſuits: He 
giveth them zZime to think and conſider, 
which otherwiſe they would not have 
taken, He obligeth them to fit alone, 
and keepeth their eyes waking, that they 


may commune with their own hearts. 


He takes away their pleaſing ſatisfa#ion 
in earthly things, that they may ſee heir 


emptineſs, and think of ſomething better. 


The ſmarting rod leads their thoughts to 
his hand ; brings them to repentance, that 


days of health and proſperity. And where- 
as before they prayed not at all, or only 


phet expreſſeth it, © In trouble they viſit 
Gon and pour owt a prayer, when his 
chaſtening is upon them.” + Allow me, 
| in 
+ Ifa, xxvi. 16, 


they have ſo much forgotten him in their 


in a cold formal manner, now, as the Pro- 
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in-this conneCtion, to mention an inſtance 
of a young man, who had long been con- 
fined with a diſeaſed-limb, and was near 
his diſſolution, When, at the deſire ot -. 
a friend, his loathſome fore was unco- 
vered, he ſaid, © There it is; and a pre- 
. cious treaſure it hath been to me! It 
ſaved me from the folly and vanity of 
youth: it made me cleave to God as my 
only portion, and to eternal glory as my 
_ only hope; and I think it hath now 
brought me very near to my Father's 
houſe,” The Aped are often unwilling 
to han worldly labours and cares, when 
they might properly do it: and ſome of 
them are never ſatisfied with earth, till 
they are buried in it, Their deſires en- 
large as they advance in years, and they 
grow more covetous of wealth, the lels 
rhey want it, and the leſs time and ſpirit 
they have to enjoy it. Gop, therefore, 
in compaſſion to them, lays them aſide; 
ſhows them by irreſiſtible arguments, that 
it is time to have gone; and finds them 
work enough in the neceſſary care of 
\ their pained dying bodies. Thus they 


are led to think ſeriouſly of Gop, of 
_ them-' 
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themſelves and eternity ; to ſee their de- 
| pendance on the moſt High; to ſeek his 
favour through Chriſt, white It may be 
obtained, and look out for a firmer ſup- 
port, than earthly things can afford. By 
frequent pains and infirmities, Gop keeps 
his people” always watchful againſt the 
world, that encroaching enemy ; makes 
them apply with greater diligence to the 
moſt important buſineſs of Religion, and 
leads. them to be daily expecting and pre- 
paring for, that great and Awful — 
which will fix their eternal ſtate. 
\ Further, Gov deſigns hereby, 


2. To exerciſe and ſtrengthen their 


graces, eſpecially their humility, patience, 
meekneſs and contentment. 


It is very difficult habitually to prac- 
tile theſe virtues; eſpecially if we have 
long enjoyed health 'and eaſe. But when 
Gop toucheth our bone and our fleſh, 
he calls us to, and diſpoſeth us for, the 
exerciſe of them._——He teacheth us Hu- 
lity, by ſhowing us what vile bodies we 
have: on how. many things they depend 
tor health, activity and repoſe, which are 


not 
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not in our own power; that we may not 
be proud of them, nor take - too much 
pains about them ; but be chiefly. ſoli- 
 citous about the. welfare of the immortal 
ſpirit. He brings men, | by ſuch afflic- 
tions, to ſee and own his juſtice; to 
humble themſelves for ſin; and accept 
the puniſhment of their. iniquity : and fo 
they are diſpoſed to fall in with his fa- 
 ving deſign, as exhibited in the goſpel, to 
truſt in Chriſt - Jeſus and have no con- 
Adence in themſelves. He - thus brings 
down their high thoughts of- themſelves ; - 
ſhows them that they are not of ſo much 
_ conſequence to the world, as they thought 
themſelves to be; that their retirement 
and incapacity caoſs no chaſm in it; and 
that He can carry on his ſchemes without 
them. - He exerciſeth their Patiexce; a 
moſt ion grace in this ſtate of trial ! 
He ſhows the ſufferers what. degree of 
ſelf-government, what command of their 
paſſions, they have attained, By repeated 
ſtrokes he brings down the fretful reluc- 
tant ſpirit, and makes it lie at his foot- 
ſtool calm and compoſed. * Tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, 
; 08 
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or proof, of the ſufferer's integrity and 
| Gov's fupporting goodneſs. — By obliging 
' them to depend upon others for help 
under their infirmities, he teaches them 
meekneſs and thankfulneſs ; ſofteneth their 
ſpirits and openeth their hearts to tender- 
neſs and gratitude. He ſometimes keeps 
them-long in this afflicted ſtate, that pa- 
tience may have its perfe&t work, and 
their ſouls be made humble, ſubmiſſive 
| and traftable, * as a weaned child.'— 
Another deſign of providence-1s, | 


3. To promote the =_ and dann. 
of others. 


| Ir is an obſervation of a lively writer, 
that * Gop makes one half of the hu- 

man ſpecies a moral leſſon to the other. 
Thus he ſet forth Fob, as an example of 
enduring affliction and of patience. He 
howeth. the healthy and aftive, by the in-_ 
irmities of ſome who are of their own age, 
how ſoon and how eaſily their 'ſtrength 
may be weakened in the way, He leads 
them, by a view of the decays. of age, to 
conclude, that the decline of life is a 
F | very 

+ Pſalm cxxxi> 24 
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_ very unfit time to begin -the great work 
of religion, or make any conſiderable 
E” progreſs in it: and that this work ought 
| | to be the employment of -our beſt and 
- maſt vigorous days. Thus they may be. 
quickened to redeem their time and work 
out their own ſalvation, before this pain- 
ful, helpleſs ſeaſon cometh upon them, ' 
Such afflifttions ſhow them how little 
wealth and honour can do, to eaſe the 
| pains of the day, or ſecure the repoſe. 
of the night, And, if they will receive 
inſtruction from ſuch ſcenes, this is 
the important lefſon they teach, that © a 
man's life or happineſs conſiſteth not in 
the abundance of the things he poſle(- 
ſeth.” * The infirmities of aged chril- 
| tians may tend to make their acquaint- 
_ ance habitually thankful for- days of eaſe 
et RE _ and 


© —— 


+ 'Nuper. me cujuſdam amici languor - admonuit, optimos effe nos, 
dum infirmi- ſumus, Quem enim infirmum aut avaritia aut libido 
Holicitat'? Non amoribus ſervit, non appetit hcnores, opes negligit, 
et quantulumcunque, ut relifturus, ſatis habet $ tunc deos, -tunc ho- 
minem ſe eſſe, meminit : invidet nemini, neminem miratur, neml-. 
nem deſpicit, ac ne ſermonibus quidem malignis aut attendit, wit 
alitur —Poſſum ergo, quot pluribus verbis, pluribus etiam volumi- 
nibus philoſophi docere conantur, ipſe . breviter tibi mihique precl- 
pere, ut tales efle ſani perſeveremus, quales nos futuros profitemur 


infirmi, Plin, Epis, I. 7, & 26, 
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and adtivity, and nights of repoſe. By 


ſhowing them how uſeleſs and helpleſs 
they may become, Gop inſtructs them to 
behave in a humble, friendly and obli- 
ging manner z that when the days of for- 


row ſeize upon them, they may find. 
others ready to pity and help them. The. 


afflictions of aged perſons give their def- 
cendants an opportunity of ſhowing ten- 
derneſs and humanity, and of requiting 


their parents: and they ſhould lead all 
| to remember, and behave to, ©* them that 


ſuffer adverſity, as being themſelves in 
the body ;* liable to the ſame. infirmities, 


and to want the ſame aſliſtance. F — To _ 
all which I may add, that the aflited 


faint may, in the ſtrongeſt way, recom- 
mend religion to others, by manifeſting 
the good influence which its principles 
and motives have upon his heart. 


Unce more, Gop intends by theſe nfir- 
mities, 


4. To confirm their hover and excite 
their defires of a bleſſed immortality, 


F. 2. | They 


+ In age, in infancy, from others' aid 
Is all our hope; to teach us to be Kind, 
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They tend to confirm their hopes of it. 
The pains, weakneſs and incapacity of 
pious and benevolent men, for months 
and ſometimes years together, are a con- 
ſiderable proof of a future ſtate. Crea. 
tures endowed with reaſon, formed in the 
image of Gov, and capable of glorifying 
him, ſeem to ſuffer, in this reſpe&, more 
than the brutes. This plainly intimates, 
that there is a future life, and that * a 
reſt remaineth to the people of Goo. 
When it 1s conſidered, how much -of our 
time is neceſſarily ſpent in fleep ; how lit- 
tle many of the beſt of men can_.do for 
Gor and their fellow-creatures, for a long 
time together, thro* mental or bodily 
weakneſs, we reaſonably conclude, that 
| there 1s another ſtate of being : that the 
final reward of piety is not here ; but that 
Gop hath ſomething infinitely better in 
reſerve for his ſervants. They are not 
ſhut up in eternal night without hope; 
| but there is an everlaſting day of light, 
eaſe, aQtivity- and joy, ſpeedily to dawn 
upon them. Theſe afflictions tend. 
likewiſe to liref their thoughts to a fu- 


ture ſtate and EXCITE their deſires ' of 1t. 
6 « Sickneſs, 
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 « Sickneſs, ſaith \Mr. Pope, is a fort of 
early old age; it inſpires us with . the 
| thoughts of a future ſtate, better than a 
thouſand volumes of philoſophers and 
divines.* It leads chriſtians, with Fos, 
to long for that ſtate, as a ſervant doth 
for the evening, and the hireling for his 
wages, Even the hope of glory would - 
hardly be ſufficient to Keep thoſe deſires 
lively and active, if GoD was not to em- 
bitter earth to us. He taketh his people 
off from ſenſible things, and makes them 
* zroan being burdened, that they may be 
willing to be unclothed.* We are too fond 
of theſe cottages of clay, Gor: therefore 
takes away the pleaſure of the day and 
the repoſe of the night, that he may 
looſen our attachment to earth, and make 
us willing to go at his call. Yet the true 
chriſtian doth not defire death, merely as 
a releaſe from pain and weakneſs, but as 
it puts him into a capacity of ſerving and 
enjoying Gop better than he. can do here. 
It 18 worſe than death to the zealous chriſ- 
tlan to be. lifeleſs and uſeleſs; and he is 
ready to ſay, with the pious Mr, Daniel 
Burgeſs, yh f* had rather be idle under 
WIE TY ground 
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ground, thari above ground.” He there. 
fore looks with pleaſure towards the grave, 
as the place in which he ſhall leave all 
his pains and infirmities : and he looks 
with faith and deſire beyond it; to the 
heavenly world, where there ſhall. never 
be a painful tireſome hour ; but he ſhall. 
lee Gop and ſerve him day and night, 
- WHOM wearineſs, interruption or period, 
Thus doth Gop intend, by weakneſs 
and infirmity, to reſtrain an earthly ſpirit, 
and bring. men to ſerious conſideration | 
and piety, — to exerciſe and ſtrengthen 
their graces, eſpecially thoſe which are fo 
neceſſary and uſeful in the preſent ſtate; 
namely, humility, patience, meekneſs and 
contentment, — He intends "alſo by this 
wholeſome diſcipline of ſome, to promote 
the good of others, who may be witneſſes 
of their afliftions and temper ; — and to 
| confirm their own hopes, and excite , and 
| cheriſh their deſires, of eternal reſt and 
olory. Theſe bleſſed effefts of their ſut- 
terings, Gov's ſervants have often expe- 
rienced: infomuch that one of the moſt 
holy and active of them, Dr. Rivet, faid 


* he had learned more divinity in ten days 
 ficknels 
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Let 
me now add a few reflections from the 


ſickneſs than in fifty years ſtudy.” 


EL RT . 5 
2h REFLECTIONS. 


I. They, whoſe days are uſeful and | 


their nights comfortable, have great rea- 
ſon to be continually thankful, 


'Fhis is the caſe of many, of moſt 


perſons ; ; and it demands their fervent 
gratitude to Gop. You have probably 
known the reverſe of this, in+ times of 


bodily ſickneſs or diſtreſs of mind, Call 


to remembrance, then, the former days 
_ and nights ; that you may give glory to 


Gop, as the reſtorer and guardian of your 
health, whoſe mercies are new every morn- 
ing, and may render unto him, accord- 


ing to the benefits conferred upon you. 
They have peculiar reaſon for thankful- 


neſs, on whoſe health and capacity for 


thought and labour, their families entire- 
| Iy depend for their ſupport. What a 
_ dreadful addition would ir be to the pain 


of unprofitable months, and the diſtreſs 


_ of ſleepleſs nights, to think of a beloved 
wite and children ready to periſh, thro? 
F:4: beg your 


nt ri TT IT ne ee 2, 
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your inability to labour ! The Aged, who 
have any comfortable days and nights, will 
| be yery ungrateful, if they are inſenfible 
of the divine goodneſs, and if their ex- 
preſſions of complaint are more frequent 
and more hearty than their: expreſſions of 
' thankfulneſs. Let the perſons, who are 
in health and vigour, © whoſe ſinews take _ 
_ reſt in the night-ſeaſon,” + confider whe- 
ther they have not deſerved to be in the 
deplorable caſe of Feb; whether they have 
not abuſed their health ; lived in- the for- 
 getfulneſs of Gor ; trifled away their time, - 
_ and paid little attention to the one thing 
needful, Nay, who among us hath em- 
 ployed his health and ſtrength for Gop 
" 1o diligently, as he ſhould have done? 
©'It is of the Lord's mercies, that we 
are not afflicted, pained, SOLO 5 and 
| becaufe his compaſſions fail nor.” Let us 
learn to be habitually thankful for a day 
of eaſe and activity, and a comfortable 
night, Let every morning and evening 
fand us on our knees, devoutly adoring 
that beneficent Being, who * caufeth the 
outgoing 
+ Job xxx. 27, 


S. 5. of bodiy Infirmilies 
outgoings of the morning and: the: even- 
ing to rejoice.” 


2, Let us learn, from this ſubje&, t 
expe&t and prepare for, . the "oye. of Ly 
fiction, 


+*If a man, - ſaith Solomon, bop many. 
| years and rejoice in them all; yet let 
him remember the days of darkbels for 
they- ſhall be many. + Endeavour to be 
deeply convinced of the great uncertainty 
of health- and eaſe. Be. careful to im- 
prove: them in the ſervice of Gop, that 
you may have comfortable reflections upon 
it, when they are taken- away from you. 
How many perſons, in a full flow of 
health and ſpirits, have their months va- 
nity, and their nights weariſome, by 1dle- 
neſs, luxury, and the inordinate love of 
company and diverſions! They ſpend 
their days, and many of their nights too, 
In rioting and gaming : inverting the 
order of nature and providence ; ſleeping 
away the precious hours of day-light,, 
leaving little or no time for devotion, 
dying the word of Gop, and doing 
F5 o004d 

{436 at. 8, | 
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good in their ſtations: A fad preparation 
this, for aMiQions and death ! Gov doth 
not make them, but 7hey make themſelves, to 


poſſeſs ſuch unprofitable time. O, think, 


ye giddy diſſipated ' mortals, what your | 


tickly afflicted friends would give for. a 
 renth part of that health and vivacity, 
which you devote to vanity and fin, for- 


getful of your rational natures, and the 
cternal world, to which you are haſtening, 
Awake, Sirs, and be wiſe. When you 


have health, leiſure and chearfulneſs, uſe 


them for Gop and your ſouls. Watch 


and pray.. Be diligent to ſecure an intereſt 
in Chriſt and the bleſſings of his glorious 
_ goſpel. Lay up a treaſure of chriſtian 


knowledge, experience and conſolation, 


againſt the evil days come upon you : 
| for you will then want it all. Be it your 


care to practiſe ſelf-denial, and be pa- 
tient and calm under lighter evils ; 3 that 


you may not ſink under the burdens of 


fickneſs and age,, and have an uneaſy 
conſcience, bitter refle&tions on loſt time, 
and a fearful looking © for- of vengeance, 


| to add to theſe burdens. When the 


learned Grotius lay on his death-bed, an 
intimate 
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intimate friend deſired, that, in kis great. 


wiſdom, he would give him ſome advice 


how he might ſo live as to ſecure future 


| happineſs : to whom Grotius only ſaid, as I 

would ſay to you, * Be ſerious,*——Finally, 
. Let me exhort and comfart thoſe, 
ho are afflicted as ov was. 


Remember, my aged and ſuffering 


friends, what the text intimates, that your 
afflitions are all appointed, and their de- 
_gree and continuance exadtly meaſured. and 


determined by that Gor, in whoſe hand 


your breath is; and who, 1f you are Chriſ- 
tlans indeed, 1s your Gop and Father in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Remember that nothing be- 


falls you but what is common to men; and 


that 1s a reaſon againſt complaining, Per- 
haps ſome of you may read your ſin in 
. your puniſhment, You have been too 


cager about the world ; and now Gon 
hath rendered you almoſt incapable of 
doing any thing. You have done little 


tor Gob and religion, while you had 
ability ; and now, in righteous judgment, 


| he hath much leflened that ability, You _ 


Have, perhaps, often excuſed your non- 
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attendance on. publick worſhip. by ſome 


flight diſorder; and now Gor hath ſent 


fome great and painful one upon you, 
You would now fleep in the night, and 


cannot : perhaps you, can recolle&t the 
time, at leaſt the place, the houſe of Gop 
In particular, when you ſhould have kept 


awake, and would not. Bur if there have 
been any things of this kind amiſs, 1. 
hope your conſciences are now reproving 
you, and that your affliftions will lead 


| FJou to Foepance, and make your hearts 


better. . Let me addreſs in comfort- 


able words to Gop's aged and afflicted 


ſervants, He giveth you ſome intervals 


of health; at leaſt caſe: every day is not 


uſeleſs : every night is not weariſome. 


Let his name be praiſed by you on this 
. account. You may yet be, in ſome de- 


gree, uſeful, and ſhould labour to be fo, 


No chriſtian, who hath his underſtanding 


and ſpeech, need be quite uſeleſs. You 
can yet pray to Gop for: yourſelves, your 
families and friends, and for the intereſt 
of religion. You can z2lk of Gop's won- 
drous werks, and ſhow forth his righ- 
teouſnels, truth and priſe, to your rela- 


tions 


S of bodily Infirmities, 1,252 "UE 


tions and acquaintance. You may. be ex- 
amples of patience, humility, contentment 
and thankfulneſs.; and ſo, do honour to 
religion and good to others. And if you 
att thus, * Gop will give you ſongs in the 
night ;' + ſupport you under your burdens z 
and communicate light and peace to your 
fouls, when the body is pained and the 
eyes kept waking. Theſe infirmities re- 
mind you, that the day of your deli- | 
verance is at hand. Indeed, as that ex- 
cellent divine, Dr. Evans, ſaid in his laſt 
fickneſs, which was very lingering and 
painful, * The formality and ceremony of | 
taking down this tabernacle by degrees, is 
irkfome and grievous : how much better 
were it, if it pleaſed Gop, that it might 
tumble af once ! But the will of Gop be 

done.” The happy period 1s nigh, when, 
if you are not able to ſay wich your laſt 
breath, as he did with his, © All is well; 
all is well; you will affuredly find it to 
be ſo. For time and changes, grief and 
death will be all over, and one eternal day. 
ihine upon your ſouls. No weary hour, 
no lick moment, no degree of unealineſs 


ſhall 


+ Job xxxv. 10, 
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ſhall be felt in heaven ; but the ſoul be 
| all life and vigour in the ſervice and en- 
Jjoyment of Gop. *© There ſhall be no night 
_ there; no'more death, neither ſorrow nor 
_ crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
pain ; but fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for 
 evermore.” Believe theſe, Chriſtians ; for 
* they are the true ſayings of Gop.* I 


would not part with ſuch hopes for the 


whole world, Let us comfort ourſelves 
and one another with theſe words, —— 


Gop only knoweth how few years, or 


months, or days, may remain for us, 
Let it be our care to. glorify him by 
active ſervices or patient ſufferings ; by 
doing or bearing his will : to have our 
converſation in heaven, and to © wait all 
the days of our appointed time till our 
change come.* +F And Gop grant, that 
all © the affliftions of the preſent time, 
which are comparatively light and but for 
a moment, may work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ! 


_ Amen. 
v + Job xiv, 14, 
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Gor's Promiſe to bear and carry his 
aged Servants, conſidered; 


 Isa1an xIvi. 4. 


| And even to your old Age 1 am he; and 
even. to hoar hairs will I carry you: I 
have made, and *I will bear, even I will 
carry and will deliver you. 


T is an important obſervation, © That - 
4A many promiſes of the Old Teftament, 
' which diſplay the mercy of Gop to the 
Jewiſh nation, are cited in the New Teſ- 
| rament as belonging to true chriſtians, and 
applicable to them, whether they had been 
Jews or Gentiles : becauſe the Jews were 
a figure of the true church of Gop ; and 
the ſpiritual meaning of thoſe promiſes is 
deſigned to be applied to all, who are 
the Tract of Gop, that is, truly pious 

perſons, 
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perſons.” "8 For the ſame reaſon, we are 
juſtified in applying other promiſes for 
the comfort of true chriſtians, when their 
ſtate and circumſtances are ſuch, as to 
ftand in need. of the promiſed bleſſings, 
and to render ſuch promiſes pertinent to 
- their caſe. And indeed, without ſuch a 
- liberty of explaining and . applying the 
promiſes of the Old Teſtament to our 
own ſouls, as the Apoſtles have - taught 
us, for our private and ſpiricual advantage, 


a good. part of the writings of the Pro. 


phets, even ſome of thoſe which refer to 
the days of the Mefſiah, will be impoveriſh- 
| ed, and drained of many of their richeſt 
- bleflings. Whereas, there is a large and 
heavenly treaſure of grace and blefling 
contained in thoſe exceeding great and L 
precious promiſes, and transfeired to the 
| Gentile church under the New Teſtament, 
From theſe, true chriſtians in all ſucceed- 
"Ing ages, as well as in the apoſtolic times, 
have found ſupport and relief under their 
temptations and ſorrows. Upon theſe prin- 
 ciples I dare apply the gracious promiſe 
in the text to aged faints; and would 

LOO AT endeavour 

+ Watts, , 
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endeavour at this time to be a helper of 
their holineſs and their joy. 

The deſign of this chapter is to cau- 
tion the 1fraehites againſt the idolatry of 
the Babylenians, and to prevent their fears 
of any miſchief which idol-gods could do. 
In order to this, the Prophet deſcribes the 
deſolation that Cyrus ſhould bring upon 
Babylon, and foretells that he ſhould carry 
captive their gods, who would be inſuffi- 
cient to help, either their worſhippers or 
themſelves. And then. Gop calls upon his 
people, in the text and following verſe, 
to conſider whether He was ſuch a Gop _ 
as theſe, He reminds them of what He 
had already done for them in the forma- 
tion of their ſtatez and their ſupport hi- 
therto : that He had ſhown all. the care 
and tenderneſs of a parent” to them ; 
and would continue his favour even to_ 
the decline of their ſtate, when, as the 
Prophet Hoſea expreſſeth it, © grey hairs 
were here and there upon them,” that is, 
the evident lymptoms of decay and diffo- 
lution. It appears no way improbable, 
that the words may have a further refe- 
rence to, and be particularly deſigned to 

comfort 


comfort, Gop's aged ſervants, who ſhould 
live till near, or quite to, the end of the 
captivity ; as we find by the book of 
Ezra ſeveral did, whoſe eyes ſaw the ruin 
of the firſt, and the dedication "of the 
ſecond, temple. To comfort and animate 
their hearts, who expected to die in a 
ſtrange land, and -were greatly diftreſſed 
at the remembrance of Zou, Gop en- 
* courages them ſtill to hope in him, with 
an aſſurance, that He would be their re- 
fuge and ſtrength in Babylon, as well as 
- Fudea. —— © And even to your old Ape 
I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you : I have made, and I will bear; 
even I will carry and will deliver you. I 
ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate, 


| * Gov? s Promiſe to his aged Saints 
in the text. | 


II. The Reaſons here ſuggeſted why 
they ſhould confide in it: - and then 
ſhall add a few Refleftions upon the whop: 


L T6 FOE and illuſtrate Gop's Pro- 
' miſe to his aged Saints in the text. 


And 
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And here you will obſerve, that Gop's 
regard to them, and concern for them, 
is expreſſed in a variety of phraſes, that 
they might have ſtrong conſolation. I will 
carry, bear, and deliver. It may not be 


ealy to ſhow the preciſe, diſtin meaning 


of each of theſe words. They intimate 


'1n general, that Gop will afford them 
ſuch affiſtances, as their circumſtances re- 
quire. More particularly, — that He will 


ſupport them. under all their burdens and 
difficulties; —comfort them under all their 
ſorrows and infirmities ; — and finally, de- 
liver them from all their fears and tribu- 
lations, - 


entirely -diſtin&t, perhaps they may not 
be leſs. edifying to thoſe, for whoſe uſe 
they are principally intended. 


1, Gop promiſeth. to ſupport them un- 
(er their burdens, and carry them thro? 
their difficulties, | 


1 will carry you. The word ſignifies, to 


ſuſtain any preſſure, or bear any burden, 


It intimates Gop's readineſs to help them, 


when they ſeem likely to be overborne 


| And if theſe thoughts, and - 
the 1lluſtrations of them, ſhould not be 


and 


Tx: 
ons 77; 
248: 

by 
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and preſſed down. — And how maty 
are the burdens of old age from with- 
' out ! + From the wworld, which {till Hangs 
roo much about them. Sometimes, they 
.are too fond of it, which is their fault. 
Sometimes their circumſtances are ſuch, 
that they cannot get rid of its cares and 
Hurries, -which is their - misfortune. But 
as it is a trial: appointed by Providence, 
they may expect to be carried thro' the. 
_ difficulties that ſurround- them, and be 
fupported under the burdens © that te, 
heavy upon them from this quarter, — 


Their fellow-creatures are often a burden 


to them. Thoſe. with whom they are 
obliged to have dealings of various kinds, 
are apt to unpole upon them, and take 
advantage of their decays to deceive them, 
Thoſe in whom they place confidence, 
- ſometimes diſappoint . them; and ſome, 
from whom they have the higheſt reaſon 


_ to expe& help and aſliftance, forſake 


them, and prove unkind. and ungrateful 
to them. This is the moſt grievous bur- 
den, and would be too heavy for them 
to bear, were 1t not that * the eternal God 


15 their refuge, and. underneath them are | 
| his 
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his everlaſting arms.” Nay, events, that 10 
the vigour of life would have given them 


| little concern, and ſcarce have made any 
impreſſion upon their minds, now hang 
as a heavy weight upon them; for the 


; graſs-hopper is a burden. Every little thing 
= ready to overſet them. But Gop will 


_ carry them, by ſupporting their ſpirits, 


and putting ſtrength into them, ſo that 


they ſhall not faint and ſink. When the 


: lighteſt cares are ready to overwhelm 


them, and buſineſs, which requires little 


thought or application, is too much for 


them; in this caſe, the Lord Jznovan 


1s their help, when they are not able to 


help themſelves; and as heir ax is, ſo 
ſhall their ſtrength be. 


2. He will comfort them under all their 
infirmities and ſorrows. 


' T will bear, faith the Almighty. The 


word ſometimes ſignifies, as the former 
did, to ſupport and ſuſtain ; but more 
frequently, to exalt or elevate : : and may 
denote lifting up the ſoul in Joy and com- 


fort; and ſo it may be conſidered, as an 


2dvance upon the former thought. S9- 


lomon, 
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lomen, in a beautiful and emphatical man. 
_ ner, deſcribes old Age, as the evil days, 
in which there 1s no pleaſure. The light 
decays, the limbs tremble, -the appetite is 
gone, and weariſome days and nights are 
appointed to- them. - Almoſt every aged 
perſon we ſee and converſe with, is a 
comment upon his words. The infirmi- 
ties of nature come upon them apace: 


- the ſenſes grow weak: the aQtive powers 


decay : they need the help of others, al- 


moſt as much as in their infancy. And 


ſuch is the union of the ſoul and body, 
fuch the dependance of the mind upon 
the animal frame, that the ſpirit ſuffers 
by the fleſh, and oftentimes the faculties 
of the ſoul languiſh, as the bodily powers 
do. Their reliſh for company, buſineſs, 
and pleaſure, 1s gone. But that is not 
the worſt infirmity : for they find their 
thoughts confuſed, their affection to divine 
things flags, and they cannot ſerve Gop 
with ſuch fixedneſs of heart, ſuch warmth 
of zeal and love, as they have done. 
What they hear and read quickly ſlips 


| away; and their minds are not fo ealily 


Avele with divine. truths, as they have 
formerly 
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formerly been. In theſe melancholy CIr- 
cumſtances, Gop will bear and /iff up 
their fouls. He ſometimes, in a wonder- 

ful manner, ſtrengthens the powers of the 
mind, when the body is in the moſt lan- 
quiſhing ſtate; and they enjoy the light of 
his countenance, when nature 1s moſt de- 
cayed, Or, if they have not ſenſible ma- - 

© nifeſtations of his favour and lave, they 
find, what is perhaps a ſurer ground of 
hope, their purpoſes for Gop and his 
ways more fixed, their graces. VIgOrOus, 
and their evidences for heaven clear. 
Under the infirmities of nature, He will 
afford them the conſolations of religion ; 
elevate their minds above the world, and 
all its low cares and concerns ; raiſe them 
above the trifles of earth and ſenſe; 
ſtrengthen their faith in his promiſes, and 
enlighten the eyes of their underſtandings, - 
to ſee the rich and glorious inheritance of 
the faints, and their own title to it, and 
qualification for it, He will make their 
chambers of confinement and aMiiftion _ 
comfortable, and give them foretaſtes of 
the glory to be revealed. In a word, they 
will find, as St, Paul did, * that tho' their 
a i” eutward 
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outward man periſh, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day.” + Once more, 
| 3. Gop will deliver them out of all | 
| their fears and tribulations. 


ox 16 Even I will carry, and will deliver 
you.* Many are the troubles they feel : 
many are thoſe they fear. But © the 
righteous crieth and the Lord heareth 
him, and delivereth him out of all his 
afflictions.* Many of God's aged ſervants, 
thro* the langour of their ſpirits or weak- 
neſs of their faith, are continually dif. 
_ trreſſed with anxious fears of poverty and 

contempt, of afflictions increaſing upon 
them: leſt they ſhould want before they 
die ; leave their families in diſtreſs, or, 
which affefts them more, leſt their deſcen- 
| dants ſhould behave ſo, as to bring down 
their gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
But the Lord will deliver them from all 
their fears, and ſtrengthen their hearts. 
So St. Paul experienced ; © we were trou- 
| bled, faid he, on every ſide; without were 
_ fightings, within were fears, Neverthe- 
leſs, Gop who comforteth thoſe that are caſt 


down, comforted: us.” 4 —They are liable 
'to 


| + 2 Cox, iv, 26, 5 t 2 Cor. vii, 5, 
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to many Zemptations; and Satan takes ad- 
vantage of their infirmities to buffet and 
affright them, When they read of Zo 
and. Solomon, and others, who after a long 
courſe of ſteady piety, forſook Gop, or 
did evil in their old ape, it terrifies them, 
leſt they alſo ſhould prove apoſtates ; or, 
after a long profeſſion of religion, cauſe 
the good ways of Gop to be blaſphemed. 
In this inſtance He will deliver them ; 
for, as St. Paul obſerveth, * Gop is faith- 
ful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation make a way to eſcape.'+ Thro? 
fear of death, ſome of them are all their 
life-time ſubje&t to bondage. But Gop 
who knows their hearts, will diſpel their 
doubts and fears, and make them, with 
the Apoſtle, defire to depart and be with 
_ Chriſt, = At length He will give them 
complete Ativarahcs; an everlaſting releate 
from every thing that is painful and diſ- 
crefling, He will carry them on Angels? 
wings to the heavenly manſions, and put 
then in poſſeſſion of that ret which re« 
maineth to the people of Gon, —— Fhus 


G6 | have 
+ x Cor, x. 12, 
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have I endeavoured to unfold this de- 
lightful promiſe ; and ſhown you, that 
Gop here engageth , to ſupport ;his aged 
ſervants under their / burdens, — yea, to 
comfort their hearts under all their ſor- 
rows and infirmities, —and at length to 
deliver them from all their fears and tri- 
bulations, I proceed, 


41." T6 conſider the Reaſons ſuggeſted 
"in the text, why they ſhould confide in 
this promiſe. 


And 1 hope you .will obſerve them, 
and attend to the force of them._—He 
45 your Maker, — He hath been careful of 
you hitherto, — and He 1s an. unchange- 
able Gov, | 


1, He is your Maker. 


T have made, ſaith He, and 1 will bear, 
This is a truth you will readily aſſent to, 
that Gop made you. formed your bodies 
and fouls, Now, why ,did He make you, 
but to ' communicate happineſs to you, 
that you might ſerve him on earth, and 
be for ever with him? He then, who 


freely gave you life, will of his mercy 
| _ gra 
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orant you every needful good. He will 
have a regard to the work of his own. 
hands, and not forſake it, It is obſery- 
able that, when Gop is reproving his 
people for being afraid of man, He thus 
_expoſtulates with them, * Why forgetteſt 
thou the Lord thy Maker ?*+ Gop 
made you : muſt He not therefore be a very 
wiſe Being ? Muſt He not exactly know 
the ſtate both of the inward and the 
outward man ? be intimately acquainted 
with all your infirmities and imperfec- 
tions, both of body and mind ? Muſt He 
not ſee the dangers to which you. are li- 
able in many circumſtances, in which you 
cannot: fee them yourſelves ? Muſt He not 
know all your diſtreſſes and fears? And 
| hath not ſo wiſe a Being an acceſs to 
your minds, and cannot He ſtrengthen, 
ſupport, and comfort them? Can He 
ever be at a loſs for means to dehver his 
people ?* No : be aſſured of this, that the 
Lord who gave you your being, * knows 
how to deliver the godly out of their 
tribulations ;* and counter-work all the 


deſigns ot men or devils againſt them.— 
G 2 Gop 
* + Iſa, lis 13s 
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Gop made you: muſt He not therefore be a 
very powerful Being ? And can any thing 
| be too hard for Naim 3 ? Is any evilfo 
great, from which He cannot deliver 
you? Is any good ſo valuable and im- 
portant, that He cannot confer upon you? 
Surely He, who raiſed this mortal frame 
from common duſt, can, with infinite 
eaſe, ſtrengthen it z remove its diſorders ; 
or make the fpirits chearful, and cauſe | 
your conſolations. to abound, as your tri- 
bulations do. * Truft in the Lord for 
ever, the Lord your Maker, who is of 
great power, whoſe underſtanding is infi- 
_ nite, and in whom is everlaſting ſtrength, 
Another argument 18, 


| 2. He hath been careful of you and 
kind to you hitherto. 


This is intimated in the text, which 
is a promiſe of continued care and favour; 
and it is plainly exprefſed in the prece- 

ding verſe, * Hearken to me, O houſe of 
 Facob, which are borne by me from the 
belly, which are carried from the womb. 
Gop urgeth this as a reaſon, why his ſer- 


yants ſhould truſt his promiſes, and ſtill 
depend 
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| depend upon Him. It is He, as David 
gratefully acknowledges, ©* who zook you 
' out of the womb, made you to hope when 
you were upon your mother's breaſt,” 
© ] was caſt upon thee from the womb, 
faith he, thou. art my Gop, from my 
- mother's belly.'+ He hath been the guide 
of your youth ; carried you 1n the arms 
| of his power; cheriſhed you in- the boſom 
of his love; in ſix and in ſeven troubles: 
preſerved you ; ſupported you under a 
multitude of evils, any one of which had 
overwhelmed you, if He had not. been 
- your help. He hath often defended you, 
_ even againſt yourſelves 5 againſt the natural 
conſequences of your own 1nconſideration 
and raſhneſs. Have you not reaſon to ac- 
knowledge, with the aged patriarch Jaces, 
that the Gop of your fathers has fed you 
all your life long to this day, and redeem- 
ed you from evil? 4 Now, what ſtronger 
argument can there be, to- encourage your 
_ faith in his promiſes, than. your long ex- - 
perience of his goodneſs and care.z and 
recollecting all the way the Lord hath 
led you thro' the wilderneſs ? To diſtruſt 

G 3 | him, 
+ Plalm xxii» 9, 20, 7 Gem, zlviii; 9, 
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him, will be peculiarly unreaſonable, and 
highly ungrateful; as if in the lohg courſe 
of your lives, you had been independant 

and ſelf-ſufficient creatures; or the mer- 
cies of Gop were trifling and inſignificant, 
and no proofs' of his power and goodneſs 
Holy men of old have thought it a very 
ſubſtantial reaſon to exerciſe Faith in Gon, 
becauſe they had long experienced his care, 
So David argued in the decline of life, 
* O Lord, thou haſt taught me from my 
youth, forſake me not when ftrength fail- 


TO eth ; thou ſhalt quicken and comfort me 


on every fide.” + So Paul the Aged ar- 
| gued, in his ſecond letter to Timothy, 
which was probably the laſt he wrote, 
© T was delivered out of the mouth of the 
Jon : and the Lord /hall deliver me from 
every evil work, and <wi/l preſerve me to 
his heavenly kingdoim.,* F You have found 
ir good to hope in Him hitherto. He 
- hath ſatisfied your deſires, and often ex- 
ceeded them. Hath He carried you ſixty 


or ſeventy years, and will He ceaſe his . 


care and withdraw this kindneſs? How 
unreaſonable ſuch a concluſion | Gop hath 


been 


+ Pſalm lxxi, I7, 20s : Fl 2 Tim, IW, 18, 
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been an old friend to you 3 a tried friend ; 
and you may be affured he will never. 
| leave you, nor forſake you :- AYERS: 
when you conſider,. | 


2. He is an unchangeable Gov; 


- This ſeems to be intimated in that. 
phraſe, zo your ola age I am HE. An ex- 
preflive word, which is elſewhere rendered 
the ſame. Thou art he ſame.+ *IT am He, 
that I was of old, to the ſaints in for- 
mer generations, and ſhall continue the- . 
fame thro' every ſucceeding age, and not- 
like the idols of the heathen, that were 
made. yeſterday, and - are deſtroyed to-. 
morrow.* This proves that Gop is the 
proper object of our truſt and confidence, 
He is © the Father of lights,. with whom 
Rs is ne variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 

I am the Lord, fays he; 7 change 

not, "thaw the ſons of Faceb are not 
| conſumed,” He hath been the dwelling- 
place of his people in al! generations. 
Your fathers truſted in him ; -and you 
have heard with your ears, and your fa- 
thers have told you, what great things 
G4 He 

+ Pſalm cii, 27, | 
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He did for them, and in the. old time 
| before them. Creatures. change; but He 
is the ſame. When men grow. old, they 
often find that their friends forſake them, 
their old acquaintance look ſhy on them, 
their children ſometimes turn their backs 
upon them ; the world is almoſt Weary 
of them, and wiſheth them gone. But 
their Gop 1s the ſame powerful, wiſe and 
_ gracious Being, that He ever was. *© His 
arm . 1s not ſhortened, that He cannot 
fave ; nor his ear heavy, that He cannot 
hear;* nor doth his affeQion for his aged 
ſervants leſſen. It was a remarkable fay- 
ing of Cardinal Wolſey, at the cloſe of 
his life; *If I had ſerved my Gon, as 
long and as faithfully 'as T have ſerved 
amy prince, He would not have caft me 
off in my old age. \Thro? all ſucceeding 
generations the Lord ſhall endure, This 
adds the ſtrongeſt ſecurity to his promiſes 
and covenant; and is an encouragement 
to his people to hope in Him, whatever 
| changes and alterations there may be in 
| the world about them; for © his covenant 
will He not break, nor alter the thing 


that is gone out of his lips,” In this, 
| therefore, 
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therefore, you may rejoice, as the Pſalmiſt 
doth, © this Gop is our Gop,. for ever and 
zver : He will be our guide even unto 
death.'——Theſe are the reaſons ſuggeſt- 
'ed in the text, why the aged ſervants. 


of Gop ſhould confide in. his almighty 


and gracious care.. He is their Maker, — 
He hath been their ſupporter and bene- 


fator hitherto, And He 1s an unchange- 


able Gov. Let me now add fome Re- 
fletions from the ſubject. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. How unreaſonable and unbecoming 
is it for aged Saints to fink under their 
burdens and infirmities ! 
| Be they ever ſo many and great, you 

have the promiſe of God to depend upon, 
that He will bear, and carry, and delivey 
you, It 1s too common a caſe for Chriſt's 
old diſciples to grow ſorrowful and de- 


jeed, and ſpend the concluſion of their 


lives in fretfulneſs and complaining ; 
which renders them uneaſy to themſelves, 
doubles all their croſſes, deftroys all their 
comforts, and makes them burdenſome 
to thoſe about them. Bur this is a very 

\ 5G unreaſonable 
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unreaſonable and unbecoming diſpoſition , 
very diſhonourable to Gop, whoſe good- 
neſs you have ſo long and largely taſted; 
it is very injurious to religion, of which 
you ought to be patrons and ornaments, 
and likely to prejudice others againſt it, 
as if, after a long trial, you had found 


it. to be an uncomfortable, melancholy 


jzervice, Suffer me to expoſtulate with 
vou, Fathers, on this head, and to aſk 


you, as Eliphaz did Fob, © Are the con- 
 Jolations of Gop- ſmall with thee?* + Do 
all his good and comfortable words carry 


no meaning in them ? Doth He intend to 
deceive lis creatures, and even his chil- 


dren ? Check, , then, the firſt appearance 


of a complaining ſpirit : labour to keep 
up your courage, and maintain your chear- 


fulneſs. In order to this, have faith in 


Gop and his promiſes, eſpecially that pre- 


_ cious one, which we have been. contem- 
'  phating. Plead it before, Gop, and com- 
mit. the keeping, of your . ſouls and the | 


diſpoſal of all your inferior concerns to 
him, as a faithful Creator. When your 
heart is ready to be overwhelmed, and 
doubts 


: . 


+ Job. *. It, 
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2oubts. and. fears to get the better of 
' your faith, recolle& David's obſervation, 
« ] ſaid this 18 my- infirmity, but 1 will 
remember the years of the right hand of 
the moſt high.'+ Recollect the long ex- 
perience you have had of Gon's care 
and kindneſs; and imitate Abraham, who, 
when a hundred. years. old, was ſtrong in 
faith, and. ſtaggered not at the promiſe of 
Gop thro* unbelief.. © Fear not, for He 
will. be. with you z be not diſmayed, for. 
He is your God ; He will frengthen you; 
yea, He will help. you, yea, He will 
uphold you with the right hand of is 
righteouſneſs.” F And may his ſpirit help. 
your infirmities, and ſtrengthen your faith ; 

and then you will find- his promiſes your 
Joy- and- ſong amidit your- pilgrimage, and : 
a cordial to ſupport you, when: fleſh and. 
heart faileth. In this circumſtance. I hear-- 
tily wiſh-your ſouls and mine may be in 
_ the ſame frame, as that of a pious Scotch 
miniſter, who, being aſked by a friend 
during his laſt illneſs, whether he thought 
himſelf dying; anſwered, © Really, friend, 
LT care not whether I am or ts for it 


G 6 4 OS 


+ Pſalm Ixxvit. ] Os ] Ita, X11 T0, 


_ unto death, | x 


You are under the higheſt obligations to 
| him for Chriſt and the promiſes z for all 


maintain the ſeriouſneſs and ſpirituality of 


not be ſo regular, nor your affe&tions fo. 
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I die, T1 ſhall be with Go, and if { live, 


He will be with me.? 


2. Aged Saints are under oreat obli. | 
gations to Gop, and ſhould be faithful 


You are under invited ablation 
to Gop, as your creator, preſerver, and 
benefactor ; as the guide of your youth, 
and the ſtay of your advancing years, 


the operations of his grace 'upon your 
hearts, and all the diſplays of his love, 
faithfulneſs and immutability, -What then 
doth the Lord require of you, but that 
you hold faft that which you ' have, and 
20 on to perfeCtion ? If you expeCt theſe 
ſupports and conſolations, proceed vigo- 
rouſly in the ſervice. of Gop ; and let not 
your infirmities be made an excuſe for 
negligence and floth. It is your duty to 
bring forth fruit in old age. Labour to | 


your devotions, tho* your thoughts may 


lively, as they have been, Let your hoaty 
© heads 
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heads never be ſpotted with any fin, but 
found in the way of righteouſneſs » and 
then they will be crowns of glory to you. 
Conſider what you can do for the honour 
of Gop, and the intereſt of religion : | 
how you can . ſhow your gratitude to 
 Gop, and your love to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. If Gop- giveth you ſtrength and 
ability for a@tive ſervices, abound in 
them; for death is at hand. If you can- 
not glorify him by active ſervices, labour 
_ to adorn and recommend religion, by pa- 
tience and- reſignation to his will, and by 
_ quietly waiting for his falvation. Show 
to the riling generation the knowledge of 
Gop, his. wonderful works for you, for 
your fathers, for his church ; and be 
teachers 'of good things ; that you may 
leave a ſavour of religion, whenever you 
quit the ſtage. Thus, Fathers, ſhould 
your laſt days be employed, and then 
you will be uſeful even to the cloſe of 
life. Thus will you finiſh your race with 
honour and joy, and, thro* the riches of 
divine grace, receive a diſtinguiſhed re- 
ward from the Gop, whom you have 

faithfully ſerved. 
| = 3. Young 
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4. Young perſons ſhould chuſe Gop, 


| as the. guide of their youth, if they de- 


ſire that He ſhould be the. ſupport and 


comfort of their age. 


| To you, who are young; our: text 
ſpeaks; and if you defire 'to have Gon 
for your friend and helper, amidſt the 


_ temptations and ſorrows of life, the' de- 


cays of nature, and the attacks of death; 
you muſt ſecure an: intereſt in him- now, 
by repentance and faith in the Redee-. 
mer ; by devoting yourſelves to his ſer- 
vice, and ſpending” your days in his fear, 


Remember your Creator in the- days of 


your youth, before thoſe evil days come, 
in which there is no pleaſure; no earthly 
pleaſure : nothing but the pleaſure of a 
good conſcience, of reviewing a life ſpent | 
in ſerving Gop, and chearfut hope of 
approaching happineſs. This will be the 
ſtay and ſtaff of old age, and delight the 
ſoul, when nothing elſe can, it you | 
defire this, let habits of ſerious, lively 
devotion be contracted while young : 4a 
ſtock of religious qualities and diſpoſi- 


tions Jaid up in the mind, that may be 
{al improved. 


S. 6. | carry his aged Servants. 151 


improved and ſtrengthened as long as' you 
_ Jive, — But if you ſpend your youth in 
vanity and ſin, in frolick and trifles,, with- 
out habituating yourſelves to devotion, 
ſelf-denial, and heavenly-mindedneſs, what - 
a miſerable old age will. you have of it! 
« If the former part of your life hath 
been vanity, the latter end of it can be 
nothing but vexation of ſpirit.” The mind 
will be craving and reſtleſs : 1t can neither 
look baked nor forward with pleaſure, 
but will be full of uneaſfineſs, ſpleen and 
remorſe; diffatished with itſelf, and out 
of humour with every thing elſe. Gop 
will © write bitter things againſt you, and 
make you to pofleſs the iniquities of your 
youth,” + Believe it, young friends, old age 
is a burden heavy enough of 7/elf, withe 
out the ſtings of a guilty conſcience, the 
refle&tion of having ſerved divers Juſts 
and pleaſures, and the want of ſome 
pious, faithful, tender friends to lighten 
the burden. It will be ſad indeed to have 
none to converſe with in thoſe circum- 
ſtances, but Gop and your own conſcience, 
and ncither of them at peace with you, 


It 


_— 


T Job X1l l, 26, 
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If you negle&t. religion now, habits 
of vice will be fo fixed in the foul, that 
it will be very difficult, next to 1mpoſſi- 
ble, to root them out. Old age is a ſea- 
fon of life, © not very apr to learn, and 
much lefs apt to unlearn”? Beſides, Is 
| there not conſiderable reaſon to doubt, 
whether Gop will accept the dregs of your 
life, when the prime and vigour of it 

| have been with-held from him ; yea, em- | 
-  ployed to affront him? —If you are ever 
fo ſerious and good, when you grow old, 
you can do comparatively little for Goyp 
in thoſe days of weakneſs and affliction. 
F remember to have read of an old man, 
who, being converted in -the decline of 
life, ordered this to be inſcribed on his 
tomb-ſtone, * Here lies an old man of 
ſeven years of age.* So many years he 
| had been religious ; and he reckoned that 
he had lived no longer, than he had lived 
religiouſly : and indeed, living in plea- 
fure, or for worldly ends, is not /ving ; 
it is rather death, F— I ſpeak, you fee, 
upon the preſumption of your living to 


be old; but can you depend on that, 
when 


+ x as" v. 6 


S.-Þe- 
when © you know not what ſhall be on 
| the morrow? All fleſh is graſs. All the 
glory of man,* health, ſtrength, beauty, 
all fade, It 1s vain to talk of what you 


- will do, and how good you will be, when 
you are old ; ſince this night your ſouls 
may be required of you. Make haſte then, 


-_ bas not to keep Gop's command- 


| coenchade all with that ſolemn 


bernin of Solomon, which ſuits perſons 
of every age, * Whatſoever thy hand find- 


e&th to do, do it with thy might, for there 


s 20 work, nor device, nor knowledge, 


nor wildom, : in the grave whither thou 


 oveſt,” t 
+ Eccl. ix, 10, 
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And the children. of Iſrael took hair Jour-. 
nies out of the wilderneſs of . Sinai; and 
the © cloud” reſted in the _— of 


Paran, 


\HE Apoſtle Paul bling © That 

the things which happened to 1/rae! 

in the wilderneſs, happened to them for 
enſamples, or types and patterns to us 
and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the: ends of the world are 
come.” + The facred\ writers ſometimes 
allude to their caſe ;, refer to their deli- 
verance from Egypt, as an. emblem of the 
chriſtian's deliverance from the ſlavery " 
in 


+ 1 Cor. x, 11; 
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fin and Satan; and their entrance upon 
Canaan, as an emblem of the heavenly 
ſtate, which all. the people of Gop ſhall 
poſſeſs. So that I think, my brethren, 
I am ſufficiently juſtified in conſidering 
their journies and ſtations in the wilder- 
neſs, as an emblem of the ſtate of Gop's 
people, while they are. paſſing thro* this 
world. . This will give us a very natural _ 
and inftruftive idea. of human life, and 
ſome important hints of caution and en». 
couragement, particularly adapted to the 
circumſtances of aged chriſtians. 
After Gop had ' delivered: Iſrael from 
Egypt, he appointed them to wander forty 
years in the wilderneſs; that he might - 
puniſh their Sedicvce cure them of | 
the idolatry which they had been infected | 
with in Fgypr,, give them time to learm il 
the laws. and ceremonies which He had lil 
enjoined them, and train them up, by MY | 
ſubje&tion and diſcipline, for driving out | 
the wicked Canaanites, whoſe . land they I! 
were to poſſeſs. They had continued long 1 
near mount Sinat, where the law was FF} 
given ; and the text tells. us, that * they C1 
took their journies out of the wilderneſs = 
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of Sinat, and the cloud, which dire&ed 
their march, reſted in the wilderneſs of 


Paran,* where they were to encamp. This _ 


wildernefs of Paran was @ vaſt defſart , 


it was eleven days journey. over; and 


moſt of their ſtations, tho* called by par- 


ticular names, were in that. wildernefs. + 


So that we may naturally conſider their 
ftate during this period, as an emblem 
of the chriſtian's ſtate while on earth. 
The ſubje& of our diſcourſe, therefore, 
_ will be this RefleQion, that 


While we are in this world we. are paſ- 


i ſing thro* a wilderneſs ; and our removes 
in it are only from one wilderneſs to 


another, 


The chriſtian is travelling from Egypt, 
from ſpiritual ſlavery, to the heavenly 
Canaan, and all his journey is thro' a 
wilderneſs. The men of this world will 
\ object to, and diſlike, the compariſon, be- 
cauſe the world is their: portion, their all. 
But thoſe, whoſe chief buſineſs and go- 
verning deſire is to get to heaven, and 


_ who have their converſation there, will 
| acknow- 


+ Numb, Xit, I6. 
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acknowledge the emblem to be juſt, will | 
dwell on it with pleaſure, and derive in- 


' ftruction from it. The juſtice of this 


reflection will appear from ſeriouſly con- _ 


ſidering, that the -prefent ſtate is to the 


true chriſtian, on many accounts, an un- 


comfortable, — a dangerous, — and an un- 
ſettled ſtate. This world is like a 
wilder neſs, as, 2 ; ; 


1. It is an uncomfortable ſtate. 


The wilderneſs was ſo to /rael, both on 


account of the inconveniencies they met 


with in it, and the goodneſs of the coun-. 
try to which they were going, and where 


they deſired and longed to be. The wil- 
 derneſs of Paray was a dry, ſandy deſart, 


It is called in ſcripture, © A zerrible wil- 


derneſs, a land of deſarts and pits, a land 
_ of drought, and of the ſhadow of death, 


a land that no man paſſed thro*', and 
where no man dwelt.*' + And travellers 


give us the ſame account of it.——Such 


is earth to the people of Gop. Their 


ſtate here is repreſented in ſcripture as a 


Pigrimage | z they are Strangers and ſo- 
Journers 


+ Jerem, li. 6, 


yo” PETEOEEET TS OIv9 OED" "©9"IR 
SE 32nd ot nas SYS - ao en amo a+ atone tt 


158 The Chriſtian's Journey 0 Þ 
 Journers on earth : few and evil are the 
days of their pilgrimage ; yea, they are 
| Full of trouble. The temptations which 
ſurround them; the body of death which 
cleaves to them; fin and corruption that 
ſtill dwell in them, are their greateſt bur. 
dens, and make their journey toilſome. 
Afiictions and-troubles- of various kinds, 
| - too many to be reckoned up, are a pain- 
2 ful exerciſe, from which they are ſeldom 
E. free. Bodily diſorders hinder them from 
active ſervice and comfortable enjoyment, 
Their diſappointed hopes and expedta- 
tions diſtreſs their minds, and ſpoil their 
pleaſure. The want. of earthly enjoyments 
ts their uneaſineſs, and oftentimes their 
reproach : and if they have much of the. 
world, it is ſo far from making them 
happy, that it encreaſeth their cares and 
_ anxieties, —— They have many | vexations 
© from their. fellow-travellers ; from thoſe 
of the ſame tribe; and ſometimes. from 
' thoſe of the ſame tent and family. They 
; would be ſerviceable to others ; but el- 
| ther have it not in their power, or others 
will not permit or receive their friendly 


SHEMPHs 3 ; and they often meet with baſc 
| | and 


_- 
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and ungrateful returns for real ſervices. 
—— The darkneſs of their own minds, 
to. which it is owing that they Know .1o 
little of Gop, of Chriſt, of themſelyes, 
of religion and a future ſtate, is a grie- 
yance to them.; and the imperfe@tion of 
their own graces giveth them many ſor- 


rows of heart. — They have various com- 


forts .indeed ; but theſe have all /ome alloy 
or mixture, And the nobleſt pleaſures ' 

they find on .ccarth are not the natural 
growth of the ſoil ; nor will any culti- 
vation of art aodaec them : they are 
ſent down immediately from heaven, as 
the munna was upon the [/razhtes ; or 
drawn out of unlikely obje&ts, by the 
providence or grace of Gop, as the water 
was fetched out of the rock for 1/rael, 
'Thro* ſuch a wilderneſs they are tra- 
velling, where painful circumſtances are 
every day ogcurring, In this wilderneſs 
their carcaſſes muſt fall; for they are 
under the general ſentence of mortality ; . 
and there is no hope that their caſe will 
be much better, till they are quite paſt 


It. This world is like a wilderneſs, 
for, 


2, It 


wo © he Chriftian's Journey © S. 9, » 
2, Ic is a dangerous ſtate : | 


Dangerous to the Chriſtian's virtue and 
peace, to the life and health of his ſoul, 
_ which are the main things that he regards 

and purſues. Tae! found the wilderneſs 

' of Paran _ as well as uncom. 
fortable ; not only deſtitute of 'all ſuit. 
able ſupplies, but befet with enemies. It 
is called, © @ waſte hogoling. wildernefs,+ 
referring to the many ravenous beaſts, that 

- prowled about it with hideous howlings, 
and often deſtroyed the helpleſs travellers, 
It is alſo called, * a great and Yerrille 
wilderneſs, wherein were fry /erpents and 
ſcorpions ;* F and by theſe many of the 
Iſraelites were deſtroyed. They alſo met 
with ſome formidable human enemies ; as 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Op, king 
of Baſhan ;, and were deſtroyed by ſome 
of the allurements of Balaam and Balak, 
—- Jn this reſpect, it 1s a lively .em- 
blem of the caſe of the Chriſtian while 
on earth. His virtue is in continual dan- 
_ ger from many quarters, His own appe- 
tites and paſſions often lead him into fin, 

_ The 


+ Deut, 'xxxii, 10, t Deut, viii, 15+ 
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The vleaſures of the wilderneſs, imperfeCt 
as they are, tend to ſeduce him from Gop 
and his duty z being ſuited to the lower 
nart of his nature, and ſtrongly recom- 
mended by the language and. praftice of 
others —He ſeldom goeth into company, 
but he is in ſome peril from it. He is 
in danger. of- being infefted by- the bad 
_ examples, cuſtoms and manners - of the 
age 3 which. faſhion ſanCtifies and enforces, 
againſt the' authority and law of Gop. 
The allurements of the world are much 
more dangerous than its terrors ; as /rael 
ſuffered more by Balaam's curſed advice 
to corrupt their principles and morals, 
than they could have done by Balat's 
| hoſtile attack, In this wilderneſs there | 
are many | beaſts of prey in human ſhape, | 
who labour to corrupt innocence, and. | 
are glad to ſully any worthy character,— 
| But the Chriſtian hath not only fleſh and 
blood to contend .with, but principalities 
and powers. Satan, the old deceiver, 
watcheth to gain advantage over him ;_ 
now _ he lies in wait like a /erpert, that 
he may bite him unawares ; now he © goeth 
about like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom 
| oe WE: 
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he may devour” and ſwallow up at once, 
Yea, he ſometimes finds enemies among 
his friends, even . in his own houſehold, 
who would perſuade him that he is too 
ſtrict and ſcrupulous, .or too aftive; and 
4 would weaken his ſtrength, leflen his 
_ zeal, and beguile him of his reward. He 
may feel the truth of an obſervation of 
Dr. Lucas; * It is not ſeldom ſeen, that 
the friends of our boſom are the greateſt 
_ enemies of our ſouls.” In ſhort, his whole 
life is a ſtate of - warfare ; he qnuſt carry 
on the combat againſt numerous enemies 
thro*- life, and endure to the end. Once 
mae. 


2.16.» an aakcied ſtate ; ; ſubject to 
continual changes and alterations, | 


| Iſrael removed from the wilderneſs of 
Sinai to' the wilderneſs of Paran. Tho? 
they journeyed from place to place, ſtill 
it was in the wilderneſs. Thus all our 
removes and changes, tho* we expect they 
will be for the better, are only from one 
wilderneſs to another. This may be ul- 
luſtrated by obſerving, — that we move 


zrom one age to. another, — from. one 
| place 


bs 7, > thro the Wilderneſs. 16; 
place to another, from one condition to 
another 3. .. but ſtill it is in a wilderneſs, 


and care. and trouble will attend us. n 


We are. moving from one age to ano- 
ther 


And each is a wilderneſs. © Childhood 
| and youth are vanity,” generally ſpent in 
| that which is inſignificant and unprofit- 
able ; and. there are few circumſtances in 
_ that period,. which give -us pleaſure in the. 
reflection. There is an. Eaſtern proverb 
- which faith, * The remembrance of youth _ 
_ 1s a figh* When we properly enter upon 
_ life, cares and anxieties ſeize upon us, 
and we eagerly engage in ſome purſuits, | 
which 1n riper years we ſee to have been_ 
tooliſh. We promiſe ourſelfes much from 
the next ſtage : that we ſhall have got 
| into a good track of buſineſs ; that our. 
work will be eaſy and our ſucceſs ſure; and 
that this, with the pleaſure of encreaſing 
connections and a growing family, will 
overbalance our cares, But we find that 
we have only got further into the wilder- 
verneſs ; and ſometimes ſay with Fob, 

7 vu * Oh 
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courſe of their lives, been removed from 
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© Oh that I were as in the days of my 


youth !* + We then Pleaſe ourſelves with - 
' hope that we ſhall enjoy repoſe in the 


advance of life, and that thoſe who have 
been long our care, will comfort us after 
all our toil and labour. But ſome circum- 
ſtance - or other often ariſeth to deſtroy 


'or lefſen the comfort we expected, Per- 
| haps the capacity for reliſhing what we 
| bave gained 1s almoſt gone, and our for- 
- mer activity and vivacity are loſt. Then 


come on the evil days, in which we ſay, 
there is no pleaſure, The road becomes 


: more burdenſome than ever, ſo that we 
can hardly drag the poor remains of life 
along itz and the Aged, with all their 
infirmities, have ſometimes the mortifica- 


tion to ſee their youngers weary of them. 
Every age hath its peculiar cares and 
burdens, and, as Moſes ſaith of Ifrae! in 
the wilderneſs, * we ſpend our years as 2 
tale that is told.” + Further, 


| We are ſometimes Noring from one 


place to another. 


There are few perſons but have in the 


one 
T Job xxic, 4s G1 ; Pſalm XC, 18 
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one town and ſettlement :to. another. 


Sometimes the providence of Gor directs _ 


us to change . our place, as the cloud 
pointed out the motions and ſtations of 
the camp of J/rael. We are. naturally 
fond of the place of our birth, or the 
place where we have ſpent our youth, or 
been for any time fixed : uſe hath recon- 
ciled us to the inconveniencies of it, and 
| even turned ſome of them into pleaſures. 
Old acquaintance and connections -are 
agreeable z and we are ready to Og Os 
Job, © I ſhall die in my neſt + and'ex- 
| pet to be buried among our PR people. 
But providence. moves us to fome diſtant 
ſettlement. — Perhaps diſappointment in 
our buſineſs and ſchemes obligeth us to 
ſeek another ſphere of. action, by which 
our youthful intimacies are broken off. 
Or, if we continue on the ſame ſpot, our 
friends are removed; and whole families, 
that we loved, and with whom we took 
{weet counſel together, are ſcattered..— 
It ſometimes Happens, that perſons are 

ſcarcely fixed in a new ſtation, and got 
over the difficulty and trouble of a re- 
Rs: -: move, 

+ Job-xxix. 18, 


 moye,. bur a nds: as it 15 coli. comes ; 
an order from heaven to decamp, and 
they muſt march away to another place, 
Some unforeſeen, unexpected inconvenien- 
cies ſpring up, where we- intended to fix 
for life, and oblige us to think of ano- 
| ther ſtation. Perhaps providence leadeth 
us into trouble, becauſe we are too ſe. 
cure in our- peace, and not * ſufficiently 
thankful for it. — Some perſons, after 
they have been long hurried and vexed 
with worldly cares and perplexities, get. 
'to a more folitary ſtation, and hope to 
| ſpend the-reſt of their days in quiet: and 
then they are forced back again into the 
hurries of the world, T here - are many 
who quit their place and calling without 
need, and go contrary to the plaineſt in- 
timations of providence : they. are never 
eaſy long in any place; never long pleaſed 
with any buſineſs or conneQtions : thus. they 
multiply their own troubles. There are 
different cares and ſorrows in different 
places; but cares and ſorrows are the 
growth of every place; for every place 
1s a wilderneſs. Men fly from {erpents, 
and get among ſcorpions : ; nnd change 4 
ſandy 
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ſandy defart for a marſhy one. So that 
we may acknowledge the juſtice of that 
ſaying of an Ancient, © Where-ever thou 
goeft,. croſſes will follow thee; for where- 
ever thou goeſt, thou Carrieft je with- 
ie.” urther, 


We are changing from. one condition 
t0 another. 


The ftate of out affairs, our bodies and” 
our connections, 1s continually changing.—- 
Men's worldly circumſtances riſe and fall ; | 
they are ' brought low ; they are. exalted ; 
they go out full, and return. empty, and 
then the world ſmiles upon them again. 
But riches are oftentimes as troubleſome _ 
as. poverty, and bring more temptations,. 
cares and vexations with them, We ex- 
pe&t perhaps to be eaſy and happy in ſome 
new habitation ; and after much pains 
and expence to make it handſome and 
convenient, we find. that no walls will keep 
| out trouble, and no ornaments ſecure per- 
petual eaſe and. quiet of mind. — Health 
and ſickneſs, as. well as proſperity and ad- 
verſity, are ſet one over againſt the other. 
We ſometimes groan under acute pain, 

| H 4. or. 
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or languiſh with pining ſickneſs. When 


health and eaſe are reſtored, ſome new 
diſorder ſoon attacks us; or, if we conti-_ 


 nue vigorous and chearful for a long time 
together, we begin to ſee that there is ſome 


truth in the poet's words, that © Health 
for want of change becomes diſeaſe,” — 
We enter on new relations in life, and 
promiſe ourſelves much from them ; but 
{till it is a wilderneſs : if we have new 
pleaſures, we have new cares and, ſor- 
rows; and if we double our: joys, we 
Jouble our griefs too. — In every ſtage 


_ of the wilderneſs, we leave ſome. of our 


relations and friends behind. us, the prey 


of the great and univerſal deſtroyer, 


Death : and we find the reſt of the jour-. 


' ney more tireſome and. SEN for 
want of their aſſiſtance and company, — 


Some are confined long in the wilderneſs, 
beyond the uſual' period of human. life. 
Sometimes they think themſelyes near the 
country, for which they are bound ; and 


then, like 1/aet, they are turned back 
again, and have many more years to wan- 
\ der. Their burdens grow. heavier, and 


their pleaſures leſs; and nothing in the 
wilderneſs 


»* 
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wilderneſs can ſupport them : nothing bur 
religion, and the hope of getting to Ca- 
aan at laſt. | 
This, my brethren, is the ſtate of man- 
kind, even of good men: yea, the beſt of 
men, with regard to many of theſe things, 
fare as others do; as Moſes and Aaron 
ſuffered with their rebellious brethren. 
Thofe who are got but a little way into - 
the wilderneſs, may think the repreſenta- 
_ tion ſtrained. They have my beſt wiſhes, 
that they may find it ſo; and that their 
| journey may be as pleaſant, as 1s conſif- 
tent with their end being peace. But 1 
believe the experience of moſt perſons, 
eſpecially of the Aged, confirms what I 
have been ſaying, And I heartily pray 
' that it may diſpoſe us to: receive thoſe 
uſeful inſtructions, which- this idea- of 
human life ſuggeſts, and which it is my. 
buſineſs now to recommend to you, 
APPLICATION. 


Wo Let us be thankful, that WE have 
ſo many comforts 1 1n- the wilderneſs, 


Far be it from- me to ſuggeſt, that it 
is all gloomy and dreary, The wilder. 
'H 5 neſs 


oo As |, worue, 
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neſs was not ſo to 1ſrael.- They met with 
many pleaſant ſpots 3 ; ſome palm trees and 
wells of water, * They had Moſes and, 
Aaron with them; were well guided and 
guarded, and fed and clothed, Their 


| poſterity were often reminded of Goy's 


favours to their Fathers there, and thank- 
fully acknowledged them, - So, at a fo- 
| lemn faſt kept in Nehemijah's time, the 
Levites acknowledged, © Thoy in thy ma- 
nifold mercies, forſookeſt them not in the 
wilderneſs : the pillar of the cloud de- 
parted not from them by day, to lead 
- them in the way ; neither the pillar of fire 
- by night, to ſhow them light, and the way - 
wherein they ſhould go: yea, forty years _ 
didſt thou ſuſtain them in the wilderneſs, 
ſo that they lacked nothing,'+—And this, 
bleſſed be Gop, 1s our caſe. He giveth us 
bread to eat, and raimenrt to put on, We 
are not indeed fed and clothed by mira- 
cle, yet we are by Providence z and this 
thought 1s to a pious mind. very delight- 
ful. Gop crowneth the year with his 
goodneſs, - Our conneftions with one ano- 
ther are a ſource of daily pleaſure, Our 
Commpaſſiapate feelings, ſocial affe&tions and 
meetings 


# Exod, xv. 27% | + Neh, IX, 19, 21, 
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meetings, and- friendly offices, take off the 
| burdenſomeneſs of the way, We have, 
as it were, Moſes with us, as a law-giver 
and governour : we are not expoſed to- 
ſavage, arbitrary power,. but have our 
liberties fenced about. with: good laws. 
We have Gon's word: to'-be our guide 
and our comfort. We have the heavenly 
- manna ; that bread from heaven, of which, 
whoſoever eateth, will not. only enjoy pre-- 
ſent nouriſhment and delight, but. live for 
ever, The Iſraelites drank of the rock 
that followed them,. © and: that rock was 
Chriſt,* * typical. of the ſpiritual bleſſings 
he beſtows on his people, to refreſh them 
in their travels thro' the wilderneſs, Gop 
giveth us alſo,. as he did to them in the 
| wilderneſs, * his good ſpirit to inſtruct us. 
We have Aaron with us 3 the Lord's 
' priefts and miniſters to preſide over our 
religious aſſemblies. We have days of 
holy reſt and ſolemn feaſts, and various 
exerciſes and ordinances to ſtrengthen and 
revive our hearts; and © with joy we may 
draw water out of theſe wells of ſalvation.” 
To which I may add, that Gop 1s ſome- 
oe = times 


® x Cor, X. 4» : | + Neb, ix, 20. 
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times pleaſed to favour his ſervants with 
 1ome foretaſtes and earneſts of the happi- 
_ neſs of the heavenly country, to increaſe 
their deſires of it; as Tfrael taſted of the 
fruits of Canaan in the defart.+  Hitherto 
hath the Lord borne us vp in the wilder- 
neſs: and it becomes us to remember all 
the way he hath led us, that we may be 
thankful, unto him and bleſs -his name, 
© Let the wilderneſs lift up its' voice, and 
the inhabitants thereof ove glory unto 


the Lord. F 


2. Let us be patient and contented 
under the evils of it. 


| And for this plain refas; becauſe it is 
{in that hath turned the world into a wil- 
derneſs. Why was Iſrael condemned to 
wander in the great and terrible wilder- 
| neſs, but becauſe they were a perverſe 
and rebellious people, whe tempted and 
provoked the moſt high ? Sin hath ſpoil- 
ed the beauty, and blaſted the glory of 
the creation. Amidſt all our ſufferings, 
we are only feeling the natural conle- 
- quences or Juſt puniſhment of ſin; 0 
this 


TY Nuh, Xill, 23. &C, t Ia, xlii; 11, 


| LY 7 | thro the Wilderneſs. 1373 
this wilderneſs is much more comfortable 


than our iniquities deſerve. — Let us far- 
ther conſider,. that ſome of the evils of it 


| are wiſely and kindly allotted to us, to 


prevent our being too fond of it, and 


| ſeeking reſt and happineſs in it, ſhort of 


Canaan : and we read Gop's merciful 1n- 
tention towards us, in what was ſaid to 


Iſrael : * He led thee thro the great and - 
terrible wilderneſs, that he might humble 


thee and prove thee, to do thee good at 
thy latter end;* + to diſcipline and train 
thee for a happy ſettlement in the heaven- 
ly country: Let us then expect trouble ; 
never raiſe- our expeCtations too high from, 
nor be too fond of,' any wen, habita- 
tion, circumſtance or conneRtion ; for the 
more'we expect fromthe world, the more 
| ſhall we be diſappointed. This caution 
1s eſpecially neceflary for Youth, Let us 
never look for a complete or a durable 


happineſs here. When troubles come, let | 


us guard our hearts, that they be not 


impatient and rebellious / againſt Gop. It. 
was monſtrous condut in JT/rael, © to 
provoke the moſt Eo of in the wilderneſs,” 


were 
+ Deut, viii, 16, 
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where they were ſuffering for their ſins, 
_ © Neither murmur. ye, as ſome of them 
- murmured, and were deſtroyed of - the 
deſtroyer.* To prevent this, think. of the 
goodneſs and mercy, that follow you in 
every ſtage and circumſtance, And: eſpe- 
cially look unto Feſus, who ſpent ſo many 
years in this wilderneſs ; and, having left 
-his original gloryg# and being perfe&tly 
| holy, felt more from its inconveniencies, 
than we can do.. He hath traverſed the 
 defart before you, and. left behind the 
print of his feet. In the way in which 
Chriſt hath gone, never complain; and if 


the path be rough, conſider your fore- 


runner. Do not be impatient becauſe the 
journey is long, and tedious, Remember 
what the Pſalmilt . faith of 1/rge/'s march 


| 7 thro* the wilderneſs z © He led them forth 


by the right way.'+ Tho? it was round-. 
about and uncomfortable, it was ftill he 
right way. Gop always leads his people the 
right way ; the beſt way to their heavenly 
habitation, tho' it may not ſeem to them 
the neareſt and the moſt comfortable : | 
and therefore, inſtead of murmuring, they 
ought to © go on their way rejoicing. 

| | 9% Let 
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3. Let us earneſtly ſeck and hope for the 
preſence of Gop with us in this wilder- 
neſs ; and that will be every thing to us. 


It was the honour and happineſs of - 
Iſrael, that * to them pertained zhe glory + 
the ſhining cloud, that was a ſymbol or 

emblem of the divine preſence with them : 
this went before them in their journies 
and reſted, as the text tells us, in the 
wilderneſs of Paran. This cloud attend- 
' ed them by day to dire& their motions, 
ſkreening them from the heat. of the ſun 
in thoſe ſandy lands : and it appeared as a 
pillar of fire by night, to caſt a light and 
warmth about them; and it might alſo 
terrify and keep off wild beaſts, We are 


not to expe&t any ſuch ſenſible manifeſ- 


tations of the divine preſence with us : 
but we have many gracious promiſes, that 
| Gor will guide and defend his people ; 
that * if in all our ways we acknowledge 
him, he will dire# our paths; that he will 
order the ſteps of 'good men ; that they 
| ſhall be /#d by his Spirir; that he will 
be a ſun and /hield to them. And it is 
obſervable, that theſe promiſes are often - 
No made 


+ Rom, ix. 4, 
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made in figurative expreſſions, taken from 
the cloud of glory in the wilderneſs; par. | 
ticularly 1/aiah faith, © The Lord will 
create upon every dwelling-place of mount 
S108, and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and 
a. ſmoak by day, and the /hining of a flaming - 
fire by night; for upon all the glory ſhall 
be a defence.*' + Let us therefore daily 
aſk his preſence, guidance and defence, 
commit ourſelves to his care, and follow 
the leadings of his providence: for no- 
thing can be. more comfortable than to. 
ſee Gob, as it were, going before us in 
our affairs and ſettlements, and eſpecially 
our important : changes in life. Let us 
look to him to guard us from every ene- 
my ; eſpecially from the fery ſerpent, that 
would poiſon and deſtroy our ſouls. His 
help is = be obtained by living: near to 
him, in the exerciſes of faith and devotion. | 
And if we have the light of- his counte- 
ce | with, us, it. will make * the wilder- 
s like Eden, and the deſart like the 


nr of the Lord.” 

4. Let us rejoice in the views of the 
one's Canaan, and diligently prepare 
| + Ifa, iv, < | | 
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« We, ſaith . the Apoſtle, who have be- 
lieved, do enter into reſt; for to us the 
good tidings of reſt are gireached, as well 
33 to them, even. a reſt that remaineth 

_ to the people of. Gop.'$ We are now 
in the wilderneſs : but there is a better 
country, even a heavenly one, before us, 
to which, we are travelling. - - This 1s 
uncomfortable ; ; but there 1s no ) want, no 
inconvenience, no ſin, no ſorrow there. — 
This is dangerous; but no enemy ſhall 
come near ,that ſacred abode : : Satan and 
wicked men are for ever baniſhed from 
it; no; more to tempt or terrify, the peo- 
ple of Gop. — This is unſettled ; bur 
there his 1ſrael find a ſettled reſt, and. ſhall 
be made * ' Pillars, in the houſe of Gop, to 
go out no. more. + That ſtate is ſubject 
to no changes, but from better to better ; 
from one degree of happineſs to another. 
— Let us be, thankful, my brethren, that 
luch a reſt, and ſuch a ſtate, is revealed 
and promiſed to-us: that we are not to' 
live always; not to wander . endleſsly in 
this wilderneſs. We may, by reading the 
word and mixing faith with it, view the 
good land, which Gop intends for our 
everlaſting 
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| everlaſting portion and fee ſomething of 
the length and breadth, the buſineſs and 
_ felicity. of it, But let us, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, © fear, left a promiſe being left 
us of entering into his reſt, any of ns 
ſhould come ſhort of it.' * Let us la- 
| bour to enter into that reſt, left any man 
tall after the ſame example of unbelief, as 
the Jfraelites.* © With many of them Gon | 
was difpleaſed, and they were overthrown 
in the wilderneſs,* and never entered Ca- 
#aan., Wherefore, * let him, that thinks 
he ſtands, take heed leſt he fall.* Let us 
not luſt after evil things, as they luſted; 
nor be covetous and eager in our deſires 
_ of earthly enjoyments; for Gop may, as 
In their caſe, © grant our requeſt, and ſend 
leanneſs into our ſouls.” + Let us not 1do- | 
lize this world ; nor indulge any criminal 
paſſions ; nor fempt Chriſt, leſt we be de- 
 ftroyed,. as they were, Let our converſa- 
tion be in heaven : and let the believing 


views of it reconcile us' to this weariſome. 


pilgrimage, and comfort us under all our 
ſorrows. A few ſtages more, and we ſhall 
make- a final remove to the heavenly _ | 
+ Plalm evi, 15. 
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of which it may be ſaid, more truly than 


of Canaan, that it 18 the glory of all lands, * 


h— Indeed Fordan 1s in the way; death's 


cold flood divideth this good land from 


_ the erect But that Gop, who hath 
led us hitherto, and is our Gop for ever, 
will be our guide unto death, and thro' 
it, and make our paflage ſafe and com- 
fortable. And when we are once got thro* 
it, all ſorrows, dangers and fears, are for 


ever over. All our wants will be ſupplied, 


and all. our deſires and hopes infinitely 
exceeded, There we ſhall fee reaſon to 


acknowledge, as a holy man did, juſt 
before he expired, that © He believed he 


could not have gone to heaven, without 
every affliction which he -had endured.' 
Come on, then, my fellow-pilgrims, and let 


not © our fouls, like T1/rgel's, be diſcouraged 


becauſe of the way ;' F but * give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good; for his 
mercy endureth for ever; to him who 


leadeth his people thro* the wilderneſs ; 


for his mercy endureth for ever.'} Amen, 


® Ezek, xx, 6. + Num, xxzi.q þÞ Pſalm cxxavi, I, a6. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 


. 2m , _—_— : ”_—_ l 
\ © : ry — 


The inward. Man. renewed, amidſt us 
 Decays of the outward Man, ks 


— 


2 Conmmnrans, i. 16. 


, or w— ch cauſe we faint Hor; but tho” 
our outward man periſh, yet the inward 


man is renewed day by day. 


\ T. Paul frequently oprclents his owt 
kJ ſufferings, as intended for the benefit 
of the chriſtian church ; and in this view 
his benevolent heart rejoiced | in them. + 
Aceordingly, having. in this chapter: given 
the Corinthians an account of the troubles 
and afflitions he endured, he adds, -in the 
verſe before the text, * All things are for. 
your ſakes.” It ſapported his mind under ' 
-all his diftreſſes, to think, that they were 
intended for the honour of Chriſtianity, 
and for the encouragement of his fellow- | 
chriſtians under their ſufferings, And his 
| +: ex pecta- 


Ll 
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expectation of their ſubſerving theſe im- | 


portant purpoſes, was abundantly an{wer- 
| ed. Not only his cotemporaries, but the 
chriſtian church in all ſucceeding ' ages, 


have received much benefit by them : yea | 
the hiſtory he gives of the temper of his 


mind under them, and the advantages 
which he gained by them, is a ſtanding 


leflon to us. It teaches us to aſpire after 


the ſame temper, and, in ſo doing, to 
hope for the ſame comfort and advantage 
by the afflictions which are allotted to 


us, Our text 1s in this view particularly 


inſtructive ; inſtruftive to all, eſpecially 
to aged chriſtians, and thoſe who are la- 


bouring under bodily pains and infirmi- 


ties. For the illuſtration of the words, 
and ſtating the Apoſtle's temper, let me 
conſider and recommend to your regard, 


I, The view here given of human 


nature, as- conſiſting of an outward and 


mward man. 


II, The manner in which each part of 


It was affected : the one periſhing ; the 


other frengthening, inſtead of fainting. 


I1I, The 
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we faint not.” 


_ man. An elegant and uſeful deſcription, 
| on which account T. chuſe juſt to mention 
It, In ftrift propriety of ſpeech, both 


experienced : and it would be well for us, 


vering of the ſoul; the houſe or tent in 
- which. it dwells. And the expreſſion may 
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ture. 


between them in our ſentiments and con- 


would render the original, © the man that 


mT. The ground of the Apoſtle? s happy 
experience on this head, © for which cauſe 
—T am to conſider, 


s 4 The view here given of human na. 


It conſiſts of an win and an inward 


theſe together conſtitute the man; but the 
Apoſtle diſtingutſheth between them, in 
order more clearly to deſcribe what he 


if we were more. Rk to diſtinguiſh 
duct. By our outward man, or, as ſome 


is without us,” he means the body, with 
its ſeveral parts, limbs and ſenſes, com- 
poſed of matter, and capable of being 
divided and deſtroyed. This is the co- 


intimate the ſmall regard he paid tothe 
body, compared with its. inhabitant :. the | 
outward 
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_ outward man; that which we hardly look 

upon as part of ourſelves ! By the 
inward man, the man that dwells in the 
body and is out of fight, he means the 

ſoul, with all its powers and faculties. 
Thus it is ſaid in Fob, © There is a ſpirit 
in man,” a rational, immortal ſpirit. So 
we read of giving up the ſpirit, and of 
the departure of the ſoul at death. The 
phraſes in the text, were uſed by the moſt 
celebrated of the heathen philoſophers; 
and they ſometimes call the ſoul, the man 
within the man. This plainly exprefleth 
the Apoſtle's belief of his being ſome- 
thing more than body, of having a ſoul 
quite different and diſtin& from the ani- | 


mal frame, But I need not enlarge here. 
Let us conſider, 


UH. The different manner in which each 
of theſe was affefted. The outward man 
was growing weaker ; the inward man 
growing ſtronger continually, inſtead of 
fainting. 

I, _The outward man was periſhing. 


| The Apoſtle doth not ſo much refer to - 
the death of the body, as to its preceding 
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| decay. And the word might have been 
rendered, more agreeably to the original 
and the Apoſtle's deſign, our outward man. 
decayeth, or is periſhing ; it is every day 
growing weaker and weaker. This may 
refer in part to' the natural decay of the 
body in advancing years. Human life is 
confined within narrow limits. The limbs 
and ſenſes of the body, its various organs 
and powers, gradually wear out ; and not- 
withſtanding all the care we' can take of 
it, it daily approacheth nearer to its diffo- 
| lation. Sometimes it periſheth by diſeaſes 
and accidents, which 'in a few days or 
hours, deſtroy its ftrength and vigour, 
and put an end to all its capacity of mo- 
tion and action, But the Apoſtle ſeems 
to have a particular reference to thoſe de- 
_ cays of his. outward man, -which were oc- 
calioned by the ftation and. circumſtances 
in which he was placed. - His neceſlary 
ſtudies and  labours, as a chriſtian mini- 
| ſter and Apoſtle, would greatly impair it; 
eſpecially as he ſeems not to have been 
a robuſt man, but ſubje& to ſome ner- 
vous compleints, which occaſioned his 
bodily preſence to be weak, and 4s —_ 
| : _ ſtam- 
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tammering. and contemptible. This he 
calls his infirmity in his fleſh, Sr. Paul 
knew by experience, that to think. cloſely 
is to labour; to ſpeak long in publick 
large aſſemblies, is to labour; and that 
theſe affet the outward man more than 
the labour of the hands. Beſides this, he 
had many peculiar difficulties and hard- 
| ſhips to go thro'; ariſing from the per- 
ſecution he met with from the bigotted 
Jews and Gentiles, and ſome enemies cal- - 
ling themſelves chriſtians. He was driven 
from place to place, enduring a great 
many fatigues and perils in his travel- 
ling; being often badly accommodated, 
and ſometimes in want of all hings. Theſe 
things would encreaſe the natural decays 
of the body, and hurry it the ſooner to 
its diſſolution. Accordingly he obſerves, 
in this chapter, © We which live, are al- 
way delivered unto death for Jeſus? ſake.” 
And again, © Death worketh in #53 <Þ.-It 
is continually working ; undermining this 
earthly tabernacle, a will ſoon bring it 
to the duſt. A difſagreeable ſituation to 
be in-! So moſt men think, when they are 
TI: _  pained, 


+ Verſe 11, 12, 
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pained,. weak. and languiſhing, "But not 


fo bad neither, intimates the Apoſtle, a; 
one would at firſt apprehend ; for, 


-2. The inward man, the EK is re- 
5 newed day by day. 


It grows ftronger ad ſtronger. Tho! 
_ all its powers. may ſometimes ſeem ex. 
| hauſted, and quite diſabled by difficulties 
and temptations, yet it. gains - freſh re- 
_ cruits : yea, It is made better by bodily 
 infirmities and ſufferings, It deriveth vi- 
gour from the decay of the body ; and 
its ſtrength grows in proportion as that 
periſheth. It advanceth in knowledge and 
_ experience ; for tribulation, as he elſe- 
where obſerves, zvorketh patience, and pa- 
Hence experience. It grows more eſtabliſh- 
£d in virtue and goodneſs, Its, diligence 
1s quickened, and its zeal promoted by 
bodily weakneſſes; as they intimate that 
the time of working is ſhort, It encrea- 
ſeth in ſteadineſs, from taſting largely the 
dleaſyres of religion, and feeling the good 
effefts of faith, watchfulneſs and prayer. 
And as theſe bodily decays intimate the 


ſpeedy approach of ns happineſs, 
we 
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we are revived and animated by the proſ- 
pet of it. This effe& is alſo expreſſed 
in the beginning of the verſe, © we faint 
not ;? of which, the expreſſion of © the in- 
ward man being renewed,” is an illuſtration. 
« We are not diſheartened, or diſcouraged 
from doing our duty, by theſe infirmities ; 
we do not fink into ſloth and deſpondency, 
| becauſe we feel decays, and are leſs able 
to purſue our labours, and ſtruggle with 
difficulties, than formerly : no, but we go 
_ on with all the vigour we can exert; and 
are determined not to decline the glorious 
work, nor give up the honourable con- 
flict, while we are capable of ſuſtaining 
it. The ſtrength of the inward man ſup- 
' ports the outward ; and that ſtrength is 
renewed day by day : every day we make 
ſome progreſs in our chriſtian courſe, and 
oo from ſtrength to ſtrength.” — Happy 
man indeed, that had ſuch reſolution and 
activity, amidſt ſuch infirmities and dif- 
couragements! But to what was this 
_ owing ? What renewed and ſtrengthened 
the inward man, under ſuch difficulties ? 
This I am to conſider under the next par- 
ticular, which is, 


I 2 10. The 
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Bids The ground of the Apoſtle $ happy 


experience on this head. 


It is intimated in the text, in thoſe 
words, © for which cauſe ;* and naturally 
dire&ts our thoughts to the context. Now 


it appears, that the verſe before the text 


comes in by way of parentheſis ; and 
therefore we muſt look to the foregoing 
verſe : there the Apoſtle expreſſeth his 
full aſſurance, that che ſhould be raiſed 
from the dead by Jeſus Chriſt, and pre- 


ſented with the believing Corinthians, be- 


fore the preſence of his glory: and he 


purſues the delightful rhought in the 


verſes following the text, to the cloſe of - 
the chapter, and thro* a great part of the 
next. So that comparing theſe verſes with 
the text, it appears, that what occaſioned 


this reſolution, courage and progreflive 


goodneſs in the Apoftle's heart, was Hope; 
the lively hope of a reſurre&tion from the 
dead, and a bleſſed immortality ; or, 1n 
his own moſt emphatical words, kn the 
next verſe, a far more exceeding and eternal 
aveight of glory. - For the illuſtration of | 


this we may obſerve, that the obje& of 
the 
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the apoſtle $: hope was a- ſubſtantial goed, 
yea the greateſt: good he could poſſibly re- 
 ceive, It was not fixed on earthly things,. 
the recovery of perfeCt health, and free- 
dom from trouble and perſecution, but on” 
complete reſt, holineſs and happineſs, . in 
the future ſtate. — And the Apoſtle? s hope 
was well grounded. A precarious hope 
preys upon the ſpirit and weakens it, A 
ſtate of doubt and uncertainty 1s painfu],. 
in proportion to the greaineſs and exccl- 
lency of the obje&t defired, But the 
Apoſtle had made ſuch attainments in re-- 
ligion, and had ſuch communicatinns of 
the Spirit, as to arrive at a. full aſſurance 
of hope. A well-grounded hope, . tho it 
ſhould not riſe ſo high as the Apoſtle's,. 
is ſufficient to rengthen the ſoul, what- 
ever it ſuffers with, or from, the body. 
Hope is a ſpur to a&pn; it purifies the 
heart, cheriſheth love and gratitude to 
Gov and the Redeemer, for raiſing us to 
It; and theſe are the nobleſt ſprings of- 
obedience. It maketh not aſhamed, that is, 
it eſtabliſheth and delights the heart,  un- 
der its various burdens. It keeps up the 
ipirits under the languors and decays of 

$4 En - 
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nature. Indeed It is ſo neceſſary a grace, | 


that the ſoul could not ſubſift without: it, 


while the obje& is abſent ; while the hap- 
pineſs it expects is «ſeen, and at a dif- 

tance. Without it, our graces would lan- 
_ guiſh and die : there would be ſcarce any 
thing to excite us to labour and adtivity, 
or encourage us to patience and perſeve- 
 rTance under ſufferings. Hope doth, as it 
' were, confirm -the certainty and excellency 
_ of future happineſs, as it 1s built on the 
promiſes of GOD, and expetts ſomething 
worthy of Gop. To this it muſt be 
added, that the ine of the Apoſtle and 
of every ſincere chriſtian, is wrought and 
ſupported by the Spirit of Gop. The 

foul is. made *© to abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Ghoſt:? and on theſe 
accounts, it produceth ſo noble an effect, 
This was the great ſupport of the Apol- 
tle's mind, under all the infirmities of the | 
outward man: even the hope of the glo- 
rious. wfarrecion of his vile dying. body, 
| and the complete happineſs of his 11M - 
mortal ſpirit. 


APPLICATION. 


1. We learn that the Goſpel is a great: 
bleſſing to the world. | 


6s the Dees of the Bu 19h 


| < Man that is born of a woman, is but 
of few days, and they are full of trouble.” 
Before we arrive at old age, many infir- 
mities generally attack us, and ſometimes 
make our lives almoſt a burden, Our 
kind Father hath ſent us a cordial from 
Heaven, even 'the everlaſting goſpel. Tho' 
it doth aot- remove the ſentence of death, 
conſequent upon fin, nor free us from 
the pains and decays to which fin hath 
_ expoſed our bodies; yet it ſupports and 
 chears the ſoul under them, and recon- 
ciles it to the thoughts of death, Yea, 
it makes, what 1s ſo diſagreeable to, na- 
ture, the means of improving and ſtrength- 
ening our better part, and promoting its 
eternal intereſts. Let this engage us to 
bleſs Gop for the goſpel, © which brings 
life and immortality to light.” It 1s fit 
you ſhould be frequently reminded of 
| this, as the peculiar excellency of the gol- 
pel, and what calls for our daily thank- 
fulneſs. In it we have the cleareſt diſco- 
veries of the nature of heaven, of its glory 
and the duration of it. © We are begot-. 
ten again to this lively hope by the re- 
turretion of Chriſt from the dead ;* the 
L'4 _ hope 
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hope of a happineſs, whick will fully ſa- 
tisfy the deſires of the inward man. There 
is honour and ſplendour alſo for the out. 
ward : the inferiour part is not” forgotten 
in the plan of divine love. | And this 
hope we have, as an anchor of the ſoul, 
ju ure and ftedfaſt, amidſt all the ſtorms that 
may beat upon - us in our paſſaye thro! 
life. Chriſt roſe, aſcended, and was then 
| glorified. And his faithful followers, 
whatever they ſuffer, ſhall ar length be 
raiſed, exalted and glorified with him. — 
Let it excite our thankfulnefs allo, that 
we have in the New Teſtament, the expe- 
 rience of the holy Apoſtles fo particularly 
recorded ; who endured a preat fight of 
affliction and went thro' much tribulation. 
In their temper and behaviour we ſee, what 
- patience, chearfulneſs and courage, Hope 
can inſpire. And while their example 
doth honour to that religion, which they 
were employed to propagate, 'and ſhows 
- its ſuperiour excellence to all others, 1t 1s 
alſo recorded- for our admonition and en- 
© couragement : and the admonition 1s fo ne- 
' ceſſary, and the encouragement ſo ſtrong 


and delightful, that | it anye our con- 
tinued 
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| tinued gratitude: to Gop,, who hath given 
us his word, and therein hath aſſured, and 
by happy experience and delightful fore- 
taſte often convinced, his ſervants, © that 
the ſufferings of the preſent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
_ that ſhall be revealed.” 


2, It is the duty of every one to take 
the greateſt care of the inward man; and 
be principally concerned about its welfare. 


Man is a creature of a wonderful com- 
poſition ; made up of body and- ſpirit; 
each of which demands a proper care. But 
the ſpirit, the nobler part. of our. nature, 
undoubtedly - demands our greateſt care, 
This 1s plain and evident.. But how. few 
act upon this conviction |. We all know, 
that we have another intereſt to be con- 
cerned about, beſides that of the fleſh, 
-It i certainly our duty to provide. food 
and raiment, for the outward man ; to 
guard it from injuries ; to repair its decays, 
and to keep it habitable as long as we 
can, But the care of. the ſoul is of the 
laſt importance, and indeed the one thing 
needful, What ſignify all our pains to 
= es ſupport 
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ſupport and. adorn the outward. man, 


while. the hidden man of the heart is neg-. 


Ieed ; while little or no pains are taken 
to ſupport it with good principles, and 
adorn it with holy diſpoſitions ? Many 


things that contribute to the pleaſure and 


gratification of the outward man, fre- 
quently hurt the inward man ; therefore 
the intereſt of the body ſhould be always 
ſacrificed to the good of the ſoul, Let us 
not be ſo ſolicitous to enquire, how we 
| ſhall ſecure the outward man, and have all 
_ well with Zhat, as how to ſecure the well- 
being of the immortal ſpirit, The out- 
ward man «ll periſh; it will decay and 
die, and there is no remedy for it, But 
the inward man will ſurvive, When the 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle, in which 
the ſoul dwells, is diffolved, the inhabi- 
tant will remove. to endleſs joy or woe. 


| It becomes every. one ſeriouſly to think 


of this. Tf the ſoul is negle&ted, impo- 
veriſhed and ſtarved, it muſt be miſera- 
ble when it quits the body. And all the 
pain and agony, which the outward man 
ever felt, will appear light and trifling, 

compared with the pain and agony of the 
ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, when it is puniſhed with everlaſting 
deftruction., If the care of the ſoul 1s 
negle&ted, what will you do in the day of 
zvil, when the outward man utterly pe- 
riſheth ? There is not, there cannot be, 
3 more miſerable creature on earth, than. 
2 man who hath loft his health, is much 
pained, languiſhing and dying, and yet 
hath no peace of conlicience, no ſolid 
hope. He cannot live, and. yet would ; 
becauſe he dares not die. F —— Awake 
then, my friends, and labour immediately 
to ſecure a well-grounded hope. In or- 
der to that, hope for nothing but what 
Gop hath promiſed ; and hope for it only 
in the way He hath promiſed. The great 
thing he hath promiſed is eternal life ; and 
the promiſe is made only to thoſe, who by 
patient continuance in well doing ſeek for 
it, and fix their dependance on Chriſt, as 
their hops. — 

9. It ſhould be the concern of every. 
fincere chriſtian to ſtrengthen his Hope : 


That it may be more active and lively, 
ſuch as he may live upon, when the 
_ body 


+ See a dreadful infance of this in Fehoram. 2 Chron, XXio 1220, | 


E- 
| 
| 


and fluctuating hope is the great cauſe 
- of our ſmall attainments in Religion, 


_ endeavour, that the inward man may be_ 


tian experience and comfort. — In order 


viſion on which hope feeds, and which 
ſupports and ſtrengthens the divine life. 
| Meditate much on the joys of Heaven : 
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body is fick and languiſhing. A weak 


and the little zeal we ſhow to make pro- 
greſs in piety, and do good 'to the ſouls 
of others. Let it be your deſire and 


renewed day by day; that you may be 
every day growing in grace; adding ſome- 
thing to your ſtock of knowledge, chriſ- 


to. this, endeavour to live more by faith. 
Faith fetcheth in, -as it were, that pro- 


it is a copious, delightful and edifying 
ſubject, and will lead you more clearly to 
diſcern how little. attention the body de- 
ſerveth, compared with the never-dying 
ſoul, To this end allo, let prayer be 
your daily buſineſs; and particularly ſeek | 
further meaſures .of the Spirit, to improve 
your graces; to raiſe you above an un- 
due Tzgard te the concerns of time and 
the outward man; and to ſeal you to the 
day of redemption. — The ordinances 4 

| | the 


J 8. the Decays of the Body. | 197 


"the goſpel are well adapted to confirm the 
ſoul -in .every thing that is good, and 
_ promote | 1ts growth i In grace. -'* They 
that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their 
ſtrength; they ſhall mount up on wings 
like eagles ; they ſhall run and not be 
weary, they ſhall walk and not faint.'+— 

' On the other hand, the love of the world 
and inordinate fears and cares about it, 
will diſtraft the mind ; and, it they do 
not quite draw it afide from the way to 
glory, will flacken its pace and weaken 
its hope, * Hold faſt, therefore, your hope 
without wavering, for he is faithful who 
hath promiſed,* _ 


4. Let the Aged and infirm be careful 
| not to faint under their afflictions. 


Weakneſs, diſorder and pain of PIO 
are not in themſelves deſirable : * they 
_ are not joyous. but grievous.” But Goo, 
the Father of our ſpirits, intends to im- 
- prove and ſtrengthen the ſoul by them : 
| therefore they ſhould be patiently and. 
chearfully ſubmitted to. Labour, ye chil- 


dren of afliction, t to keep up your cou- | 


| rage, 
> 1 Ifa, xl, 37; & : \ 
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rage, and look. well to the frame of your 
ſpirits. Let not the infirmities of your con- 


| ſtitutions prevent your taking pains with 
your hearts, to keep them near to Gop, 
and ftrengthen every good diſpoſition and 


habit in them. Let not theſe be -an ex- 


-cuſe for neglecting the houſe and worſhip 
_ of Gop, when they are not extreme ; or 


for indulging indolence. and inadtivity : 
for you will find religion and. the. ſervice 


of Gor, not only the ſtrength of the ſoul, 


but of the outward man too, by pro- 


moting the compoſure and chearfulneſs of 
the ſpirit, Be not always poring upon 


_ your infirmities and complaining of them 


but ſee that all be right in | the inward 


man. Nouriſh it up with the bread of 


life : apply by faith to the blood of 


ſprinkling, and the grace of the Spirity 
more completely to heal all its diſorders 
and more fully eſtabliſh its health. Ob- 
| ferve and ſtudy the temper of the holy 


Apoltle, Take notice with what little 


concern he ſpeaks of his afflictions and 


decays. His language in effect is, © If the 
outward man” muſt. periſh, let it. periſh; 1 


am not ſolicitous about that, If this taber- 
| - nacle 
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nacle muſt come down, let it come down. 
What is this to me; ſince the inward man_ 


is ſtrengthening and improving daily ; ſince 
my hope. grows more ſtrong and hvely ?* + 


Nor was ſuch holy courage, and indiffe- 
rence about the ſtate and concerns of the 
outward man, peculiar to St. Paul as. an 


Apoſtle. Other Chriſtians have manifeſt- 
ed a like temper. When that pious and 


laborious minifter, Mr. Foſeph Alleine, had 


been long confined to his bed by a pain- 
ful diforder, which deprived him of the 
uſe of all his limbs, he was aſked by 
one of his friends, © how he could be 
content to lie ſo long in that condition 2? 
To which he anſwered, * What! Is Gop 
my father, Chriſt my ſaviour, and hea- 


ven my inheritance, and ſhall I not be 
content without health and limbs? He. 


1s an unreaſonable wretch, who cannot 
be content with © GOD, tho' he hath 


nothing elſe. It ought to be your great 
ambition, my ſuffering fellow-chriſtians, 


to attain ſuch a_ temper. as this; and in 


proportion as it prevails in your hearts, 


you may welcome your UORITIE, as the 
fore- 
+ Hove, 
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 fore-runner of eternal health. A few pains 
_ and ftruggles more,. and- the outward man 
- will be. put off with all its aches and for- 
. rowsz and the inward man will appear in 
all its vigour z. without a cloud upon any 

of its faculties, a clog upon any of its 
- . operations,. or an allay to any of its en- 
Joyments. A ſoul that hath this hope 
may rejoice, even in the views of death. 
Holy Mr. Baxter, who had not enjoyed a- 
waking hour free from pain and ſickneſs 
for many years;. when: he was aſked, juſt 
before he ry bi how he did 2. anſwered, 
* Almoſt well” ——Tt is my earneſt prayer 
for you, who are aged and infirm, that 
Gop would ſtrengthen you- with all might, 
by his Spirit, in the inner man, unto all | 
patience and Iong-ſuffering with joyful- 
neſs; and then, when fleſh and heart fail 
| he will be the ftrength of your heart, and 
. Your yEmn for ever, Amen. 


+ Eph. iii. 16, 


D I S- 


4 -202-} 


DISCOURSE IX. 


Jace's Acknowledgement of the divine 

| Care, and bleſſing his Grand-children, 
conſidered, and recommended to the 
Imitation of aged Chriſtians, 


OT TAE "x 


. 
——_th, —_——— ” + A —_—__ 


Genes1s xIviii. 15, 16, 


And he [Jacob] Bleſſed Joſeph, and ſaid, 
Gov, before whom- my fathers Abraham 
and Waac did walk, the God which fed 
me all my life long unto this day, —The 
Angel which redeemed me- from all evil, 
bleſs the lads; and let my name. be named 

on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Iſaac : and let them grow 


into a multitude in the midſt of the 
_ earth, | 


HE text preſents us with a very 
_ affefting ſcene; the patriarch Faced, 
bleſſing his grand-children, the children of 
his beloved ſon Joſeph, whom he never 
FAO 
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expected to. have ſeen alive, much leſs 
governour of the land of Egypt. The 
good old man was now above an hun- 
_ dred and forty years of age, and ſo weak, 
that he could .not fit upright; yet his 


| piety. towards Gop, and his affeCtion to 
E is poſterity, continued warm and ſtrong 


even to the laſt, There is ſomething 
very tender and ſolemn in this tranſaQion, 
which I propoſe now to conſider as it 
will ſuggeſt ſome hints of inſtruction to all; 
eſpecially to you, my aged and honoured 
friends, whom I would now reſpe&fully 

addreſs and entreat, -I ſhall, 


Sp Illuſtrate the words, and 


IT; Conſider what leflons of nftro8ion 
_ aged chriſtians may draw from them, — 
P - am, 


| þ To illuſtrate the text. 


And here are two things obſervable. — 
Jacob's recolle&tion and acknowledgment 
of the divine goodneſs and care; — and 

his prayer for his deſcendants 
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1, Here is Faco#'s recolle&tion and ac- 
knowledgment. of the divine goodneſs and 

' care, ets dd 
He acknowledgeth Gop, as the Gop 
of his pious anceſtors, and as his conſtant 
preſerver and benefa&tor. —— He acknow- 
 ledgeth Gop, as the Gop of his pious an- 
ceftors, —= Gop, before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Iſaac did walk. An inſtruc- 
tive phraſe z intimating that they believed. 
_ in and worſhipped Jehovah, the living and 
true Gop z were in a ſtate of friendſhip 
with him, and made it the buſineſs of 
their lives to a& as in his preſence, and 
in all things to ſerve and pleaſe him. It 
' was an inſtance of divine goodneſs to him, 
that he was deſcended from ſuch pious 
anceſtors ;\and it gave him pleaſure to re- 
collect their piety. — He alſo acknowledg- 
eth Gop as his conftant benefa&tor. * He 
hath fed me all my life long unto this day ;* 
not now and then, when difficulties occur- | 
red, but every day ; ever ſince I had a be-_ 
. 1ng, as the original 1s ; before I was capable 
of thinking or contriving for myſelf. He 
| looks beyond all ſecond cauſes to Go, 
| as 
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as the author of all -the conveniences and © 
comforts which he had enjoyed, thro? {ſo 
long a ſeries of years, — He acknowledg:- 
eth "Goo as his conſtant preſerver ; * the 
Angel which redeemed me from all evil.” 
Angels, appearing in a viſible form, were 
often the medium of divine manifeſta- 
rions, and inſtruments of conveying divine 
favours, to the Patriarchs. We read of 
ſeveral inſtances of Angels. appearing to 
Facob. Tho' he had known a great deal 
of hardſhip and experienced many dan- 
gers, alarms and fears, yet he had -been 
carried thro* all. He doth not aſcribe his 
deliverance to his own prudence or cou- 
rage, but to the care of Gov, and the 
guardianſhip of thoſe Angels, whom He 
employed to defend him. Gop had kept 
| him from many calamities ; carried him | 
thro' many difficulties; and ſeveral of 
thoſe events, which appeared at firſt to be | 
great and remedileſs evils, he found, had 
been kindly intended and over-ruled for 
good, eſpecially the flavery of Foſeph. 


2, Here 1s Facol's prayer for his is rene” 


children, Rs 
He 


_ 
us AO OA 
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He bleſſed Fo/eph ; tither himſelf, be- 

| fides his children ; or iz his children. He 
laid his hand on "them, and prayed that 
'Gop would bleſs them. Laying the 

| hands on a perſon prayed for, was a very 
ancient cuſtom ; a proper form of mark- 
ing out the perſon, and teſtifying the 
carneſtneſs of deſire-in him who bleffed 
him. He prayed that Gon would bleſs 
them: an extenſive phraſe; comprehending 
all proſperity both of body and ſoul. 
He expreſſeth his with, that Gop would 
make them blefſed or happy perſons : — 
particularly, that they might enjoy 7em- 
poral proſperity ; that iis name might be 
named upon them; that they might be 
called the ſons of Facob, be heads of dif-_ 
tin&t tribes, and ſhare with his immediate 
children in the inheritance of the good 
land ; that their families might be proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing; enjoy the ſame 
preſervation and proteftion as he had 
done, and grow into a multitude in the 
miaft of the earth, —He prayed alſo that 
they might enjoy ſpiritual bleflings. This 
1s comprehended in the general phraſe, 
bleſs them; and Is implied in that ex- 
_proflion, 
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as the author of all the conveniences and 
comforts which he had enjoyed, thro? fo 
long a ſeries of years, — He acknowledg- 
_eth "Gov as his conſtant preſerver ; * the 
Angel which redeemed me from all evil. 
Angels, appearing in a viſible form, were | 
| often the medium of divine manifeſta: 
'rions, and inſtruments of conveying divine 
favours, to the Patriarchs. We read of 
ſeveral inſtances of Angels, appearing to 
Facob. Tho' he had known a great deab 
of hardſhip and experienced many dan- 
_gers, alarms and fears, yet he had been. 
carried thro* all, He doth not aſcribe his 
deliverance to his own prudence. or cou- 
| rage, but to the care of Gov, and the 
guardianſhip of thoſe Angels, whom He 
employed to defend. him. Gop had kept 
' him from many calamities ; carried him 
thro* many difficulties; and ſeveral of 
thoſe events, which appeared at firſt to be 
great and remedileſs evils, he found, had 
been kindly intended” and over-ruled for 
good, eſpecially the ſlavery of Foſeph. 


2, Here is Facod's Prayer for his of : 
children, | 
He 
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' He bleſſed Foſeph ; either himſelf, be- 
 fdes his children ; or iz his children, He 
laid his hand on them, and prayed thay 
God would bleſs them. —— Laying the 


hands on a perſon prayed for, was a very | 
ancient cuſtom; a proper form of mark-_ 
ing out the perſon, and teſtifying the 


earneſtneſs of deſire-in him who blefſed 
him. He prayed that Gon would bleſs 
them: an extenſive phraſe; comprehending 


all proſperity both of body and ſoul. 


He expreſſeth his wiſh, that Gop would 
make them bleſſed or happy perſons : — 
particularly, that they might enjoy zem- 
poral proſperity ; that his name might be 
named upon them; that they might be 


called the ſons of Facob, be heads of dif- 
tin&t tribes, and ſhare with his immediate 


children in the inheritance of the good 
land; that their families might be proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing ; enjoy the ſame 


preſervation and proteftion as he | had 
done, and grow into a multitude in the 

midft of the earth. —He prayed alſo that 
_ they might enjoy ſpiritual bleflings. This 
1s comprehended in the general phraſe, 
bleſs them; and is implied in that ex- 


preſſion, 
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preſſion, © Let the name of my fathers 
Abraham and 1ſaac be named upon them ;* 
as if he had ſaid, + May the gracious co- 
venant which Gop made with Abraham, 
and confirmed to Iſaac and me, be en- 
' tailed on them : that covenant, which ex- 
tends to, and includes, the Meſſiah, and all 
the ſpiritual bleſſings of his kingdom, 
eſpecially eternal life ! May the Lord be 
a Gop to them and their ſeed in every 
generation ! May the. entail of religion 
be kept up in their families! May they 
behave worthy their relation to Abraham 
and Iſaac, and ſupport the worſhip and 
ſervice of the Lord God Almighty, amidſt 
a corrupt and idolatrous world !? — This 
may ſuffice for-the illuſtration of the text. 


1 proceed, 


H. To cavificy; wr inſtrutive lefſons = 
aged chriſtians may draw from hence. 


And they are chiefly theſe two. —— 
It is their duty to recolle& and acknow- 


ledge their long experience of Gop's 
goodneſs and care; — and to bleſs and 
pray for their deſcendants. 


_ It 


Y. 9, 
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1, It is their duty to recollect and ac- 
| knowledge their long experience of Gop'! O 


goodneſs and care, 


| It was a precept of the law of Maſes, 
«£ Thou ſhalt remember all the way which 
the Lord thy Gop hath led thee, forty 
years in the wilderneſs.” + And it ſug- 
geſts ts. us, that it is the duty of all 
to remember the kind and favourable. 
condu&t of Providence to them. It 1s 
peculiarly the duty of aged chriſtians, 
who have travelled ſo many years in this 
wilderneſs, and had ſo long an experience 
of divine proteftion and favour. Let me 
therefore intreat you, Fathers, to recolle& 
the goodneſs of Gop to you, and make 
mention 'of his loving-kindneſs. Patti- 
cularly, — acknowledge, after the example 
of Facob, his goodneſs in your deſcent from 
pious anceſtors, if that be the caſe : the 
privileges of your birth and education ; 
the piety and zeal of your fathers; the 
good inſtructions you have received from 
them, and the good examples you have 
Icen in them, Adore that Gop, who 
hath 
F Devt, viii, 2, | 
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hath ſo graciouſly fixed your 'lot, and 
taught you from your youth up. — Ac. 
knowledge his goodneſs, in providing 2 
ſupply tor all your wants. Think of ithe 
ſeveral ſtages of your journey thro” life, - 
- fince you hung upon the breaſt ; your 
paſſage thro* infancy, childhood, man- 
hood, even to old age. Recolle& the 
mercy that hath followed you every day, 
and every hour; in every place, relation, 
ſettlement. and circumſtance of life, You 
needed daily food, and a large ſtock of 
Gop's creatures hath - been conſumed in 
ſupporting you for ſixty or ſeventy years. 
This ſupply He hath given you; yea, 
many of the comforts and pleaſures of 
life too, and indulged . every reaſonable. 
appetite. The care of your parents, rela- 
tions and friends, was no other than the 
care of Gov. Your wiſdom in contri- 
ving, your health and diligence in labour- 
ing, for your own and your families* ſup- 
port, came from Gop ; and his bleſſing. 
proſpered your labours. Look beyond 
all means and inſtruments to him, who 
hath * daily loaded you with his bene- 
fits) — Again, recolle& his goodneſs 7s 
preſerving 
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preſerving and redeeming you from" all evil. 
He hath delivered you from many evils, 
' which you have felt or feared, thro* the 


ouardianſhip of Angels, the care of your 


fellow-creatures, or your own prudence 
and ſtrength z all which are to be aſcribed 
to his providence. Yea, he hath redeem- 
ed you from many unſeen dangers, to 
which you have been expoſed. He hath 
raiſed you up from many threatening diſ- 
orders ; prevented many fatal accidents, 
and prolonged your life beyond what you 
| have expefted. He hath often over-ruled 
ſome very grievous occurrences, for your 
real, laſting good z and made your mer- 
cies doubly ſweet by a ſhort ſuſpenſion 
_ of them, or your fear of loſing them, 
Recolle& alſo his goodneſs in raiſing you 
_ up friends : ſome unexpefted ones, per- 
haps among ſtrangers z to guide your gid- 
dy, unexperienced youth ; to- warn you 
of dangers, and adviſe and aſſiſt you in 
emergencies, By theſe, or other means, 
He hath delivered you out of great and 
| preſſing difficulties ; been better to you 
_ than your fears, brightened your gloomy 
proſpects, and cauſed good to come out 


K | of 


oP 
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of evil, as in the caſe of Facob. — Recol- 
le& eſpecially, his kindneſs to your ſouls,” 
in delivering you from the worſt evils; 
from being corrupted by .bad examples 
and aa enſnaring-world, ,from being ruined 
by the devices of Satan, and the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin. \He hath bleſſed you with 
many ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus-: 
not only granted you reſtraining grace, 
| and, I hope, þegotten you by his Spirit, 
' to a new and divine life, but made am- 
ple proviſion for feeding your ſouls, pro- 
moting your ſpiritual health, and nouriſh- 
ing chriſtian graces in your -hearts. Every 
degree of knowledge and holineſs which 
you poſſeſs, all the peace. and .comfort 
that. you have experienced and are now 
experiencing, are from Gop ; from the 
Tules, examples and promiſes of his word, 
the labours of his miniſters, and the in- 
fluences. of his. Spirit. All your bright 
and comfortable hopes proceed from the 
 Gop of hope: Ir becomes you to trace 
back your lives with great .care, and to. 
obſerve how full of divine goodneſs every 
{tage of them hath been. And, after every 


Sych ſurvey, to own the care .of heaven, 
= po þ with 
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with great ſericulnefs; both in your con- 
verſe with men, and your addreſſes to Gop. 
_— Now let me ſhow you, what good 


 effets ſuch a recolleftion and tant. - 


ment will be likely to produce. 


(1).-38 will promote and cheriſh your 


gratitude tO Gop. 


A review of your many comforts and 


deliverances will naturally lead you to 


think, whence they came. A few mo-_ 


' ments refleftion will ſhow you, that they 


all proceed from a good Gop ; and this. 
will draw your heart nearer to him, Such 
a ſurvey of the divine favours tends to. 


| keep the memory of them freſh upon the 


mind, and to lead you to an habitual 


ſenſe of Gop as your friend and father 
in Chriſt, to whom you are indebted for 


all you have received and enjoy. With- 
out ſuch frequent and affectionate recol- 


lections of Gov's goodneſs, you will be 
apt to forget your obligations ; at leaſt to 
loſe that quick ſenſe of them which i 

becomes you to feel. Preſent difficulties, 
| burdens and infirmities might otherwiſe 
engage all your attention; and your mer- 
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cies and the author of them be too ch 
forgotten. You can ſcarce take ſuch a 
ſurvey without obſerving, —how few have 
enjoyed ſuch advantages and favours as 
you : how many are born of wicked pa- 
rents ;. turned out into the wide world, 
| without proviſion, which is bad, and with- 
| out education, which is worſe : : — how 
| many, who ſet out with you in life, are 

| Jong ſince dead; ſome of them, it is to 
be feared, in an unconverted ſtate, and 
Have therefore long been in torments: — 
how many that yet ſurvive, have ſuffered, 
| and are ftill ſuffering, thoſe evils from 
[ which you have been delivered, and want 
| thoſe mercies which you enjoy. This will 
| 


keep alive a thankful temper : and when. 
you thus: ſeriouſly recolle& and acknow-. 
ledge, that * hitherto the Lord your Gop 
| hath helped you ;* you will gratefully en- 
| quire, © What ſhall I render unto the Lord 
for all: his benefits towards me ?' 
(2). Jt will tend to prevent your mur- 
muring under the. burdens - and infirmities 
| | | of age, SOLON | 
= Every one knows that this is too com- 


mon amongſt the Aged ; z and therefore, 1 
| ſhall 
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ſhall not be thought diſreſpe&ful i in cau- 
tioning you againſt it. You are now at- 
rived at thoſe days, in which there is no 
leaſure. But a furvey of the divine 

goodneſs will help to cure a fretful and 
complaining temper ; by ſhowing you that 
you have had days of pleaſure, months 
and years of health and eaſe. You have 
known what the world calls better days, 
and have had a large ſhare of providen- 
tial bounties. By thus balancing accounts, 
you will ſoon fee, that you have no rea- 
ſon to murmur : eſpecially when you con- 
\ fider, as true chriſtians - never forget it, 
how unworthy you are of theſe bounties, 
and how much you have done, every year 
and every day of your lives, to forfeit 
them, — Beſides, if you are chriſtians 
indeed, you . have unſpeakable mercies to 
be thankful for; what Gop hath done 
for your ſouls ; the beginning and pro- 
oreſs of his work of grace in them ; all 
the privileges, ſupports and conſolations,. 
you have enjoyed ;- all your reviving and 
delightful hopes : nay, even your preſent- 
infirmnities and burdens are mercies, as 
kindly intended ' to wean your hearts from 
K 3 this- 
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this world, and - make ©the heavenly reſt 
more welcome and joyful to you, 


(3). It will promote your. continued 
aftivity in Gov's ſervice. 


Gop hath always ſome work for his 
Hervants to do, while they are in this 
world. They are to do his will, or ſuffer 
it. It was an obſervation of the pious 
and excellent Dr. Watts, in the cloſe of 
his life, that * The buſineſs of a chriſ- 
- Uan is to bear the will of Gon, as well 
as to do it, If I were in health, ſaith 
he, I could be doing that; and 7hat 1 
may do now, The beſt thing in obedience 
1s a regard to the will of Gop; and the 


way to that, is to get our inclinations and 


 averſions as much mortified as we can. 
A ſerious recolleQtion of his goodneſs, | 
will lead you continually to ſtudy, what 

| you can yet do for him; how you may 


yet glorify him on earth. This will dil- | 
poſe you to ſerve him with all your active 
powers, and prevent you from making. 
your infirmities a plea for negligence, 
while you' have yet ſome capacity of uſc- 


tulneſs. It will diſpoſe you to recom- 
mend 


S, 9g, and bleſſing his Grand-children. 25 
mend religion to all about you, by bear-. 
ing teſtimony to its reality, importance 
and comfort ; and by being examples of 
patience, meekneſs and chenrfulnets under 
the burdens of nature. Thus will a ſenſe 
of divine goodneſs diffuſe a genial warmth 

over your 4ouls, which will make you ' 
bring forth the fruits of | righteouſneſs, 

even 1n old Age. — Conſider, once more, 


(4). I will encourage your prayers and 
your hope. 


Your paſt experience of Gop?; s care 
will be an excellent plea in your prayers 
for future ſupplies and defence, and will 
animate your faith and hope, You will 
| naturally conclude, with the Apoſtle, that 
He who hath delivered and doth dehver, 

can and will deliver; that He will till 
feed and ſtill redeem, even unto death, 
Going back in your thoughts to promiſes, 
that have been accompliſhed, will lead 
your ſouls to a chearful repoſe, in full 
perſuaſion that what yet remains will be 
fulfilled in their ſeaſon : yea, that He, 
who hath often granted you life from the 
dead, will * quicken your mortal bodies, 

K 4 and 
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and as them up from the depths of 
the earth,” — This Tecolle&ion will lead 
t your | thoughts to heaven, where your 
Prous anceſtors are; where they live to 
 Gop, and will .encourage your hopes of 
meeting them above, and being for ever 
with them. Thus St. Paul argued, ©* The 
Lord ſtood with me, and ſtrengthened and 
delivered me: and the Lord /hall deliver 
me from every evil work, and preſerve 
me to his heavenly kingdom.*} — — Thus 
' will your devour recolle&ion and acknow- 
ledgment of divine care and goodneſs, 
tend to cheriſh habitual gratitude : — to. 
prevent your murmuring under your in- 
firmities ; — to. promote your continued 
aftivity in Gop's ſervice ;—and encourage 
your prayers and your hope. 
Let me ſum up this head, in the words 
'of an excellent writer, © Devotional ex- 
erciſes would ſettle the ferment of our 
| youthful paſſions, and ſweeten the laſt 
dregs of our advanced age. How would 
this make our lives yield the calmeſt a- 
tisfa&tion, as ſome flowers ſhed the moſt 


fragrant odours, juſt at the cloſe of the 
wy £ 


| + 2 Tim, i, I7, 13, h 
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day! _ And perhaps there is no better. 
way to. prevent a deadneſs and flatneſs of- 
ſpirit from ſucceeding, when the briſkneſs 

of our paſſions goes off, than to acquire' 
an early taſte for thoſe ſpiritual delights, 
whoſe leaf. withers- not; and whole verdure 
remains in the winter of our days.” | 

I now proceed to the other branch of- 
;aſtruRtion, grounded. on the text. - 


2. It is the duty of aged and els: 
chriſtians to bleſs, . dn JOU for, their. 


deſcendants. 


It is our common. _ to' pray and- 
make interceſſion for one another. Thoſe 
to whom we are allied by. the ties of- 
nature or friendſhip,- claim a particular 
ſhare in our interceſſions. Let aged chriſ- 
tians, after the example of Faceb, pray- 
for their children and- grand-children.- 
When they are abſent, and removed to- 

ſettlements. at a- diftance,- bear them- or 
your hearts before Gop,: and in every 

_ Prayer make mention of- them : eſpecially 
pray for them when they are with you. 


Be irequently offering up a ſhort. ejacu- 
"- 8: lation 


Þ Seed, 
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lation for them; and do it fometimes in 


| their preſence and hearing. There would 


| be a peculiar beauty and propriety, were 
you, like Jacob, when you are weak and 
dying, to lay your hands upon them, and 
ſeriouſly and ſolemnly * bleſs them in the 
[name of the Lord,* — Let Faco#'s prayer 
for his grand- children dire& yours, It 
will not be diſpleafing to Gop, nor un-. 
worthy your character as chriſtians, to 
pray that your name may be ſupported, 
and your family flouriſh, when you are 
gone; that Gop would feed and defend 
your poſterity, as he hath done you. But 
| let Gop and them ſee, that you are chiefly 
ſolicitous to obtain ſpiritual bleſſings for 
them; more concerned to have religion 
mnalerained in your families than your . 
names and fortunes, Let it be manifeſt, 
That you deſire nothing fo much for your 
deſcendants as, that they may be heirs of 
the covenant of grace, and have the Lord 
for their God : that they may walk worthy 
_ their pious anceſtors and chriſtian privi- | 
leges, and be a ſeed to ſerve Chriſt and 
uphold religion. Expreſs in their preſence 


_ your: experience of the divine coodnefs, and 
your 
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your thankfulneſs for -it, Exhort them to- 
know and ſerve. the Gop of their fathers ; 
| and accompany all with your earneſt pray- 
ers, — To excite you to imitate the exam- 
ple of the good Patriarch, let me urge 
upon you theſe three conſiderations. 


(1) It s a becoming expreſſion cf your 
faith and truſt in Gop, and regard for 


' your children. 


_Itis a proper acknowledgment of Goo's 
providence, and your dependance upon It,. 
'to continue the bleſſing in your family. 
Accordingly, the Apoſtle tells us, © By 
faith, Facob, when dying, bleſſed both the 
ſons of Foſeph;* + by faith in Gop's: pro- 
vidence, revelations and promiſes, You 
will thus do honour to the power, good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs of Gop. It will ex-_ 
preſs a proper regard to the glory of 


Gop, when you pray that religion may 


ſtill be received and entertained in your 
family, as a ſacred and honourable gueſt; 
while it is excluded from ſo many fami- 
lies where it once reſided, and to which it 
added true dignity. —It 1s alſo a: becom- 
pe TO. Y ing 
+ Heb, xi, aT, 
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ing njrntiion of regard to your children, 
You can do little for them now, and 
muſt quickly leave them in a tempting, 
enſnaring and dangerous world. How can 
you better ſhow your love to them and 
| concern for their happineſs, than by com- 
mending them to Gop, and leaving them 
in his powerful and gracious hands ? 


(2) It will be likely to make a good 
impreſſion upon their hearts, and ſo qua- 
| lify them for the divine bleſſing. 


BF appears from the hiſtory of the. Pa- 
triarchs, that in their days, men conſider- 
ed a parent's bleſſing, as of the greateſt 
importance to their happineſs ; and feared 
his curſe, as bringing and entailing mis- 
fortune and diſtreſs on the family. And 
no wonder ; for Gop ſeems to have con- 
firmed the paternal bleſſing ; and inflicted 
the calamity included in the prophetick 
curſe. I ſee no ſuperſtition in ſuppoling, 
that the wiſhes and prayers of ſerious. 
parents may till carry great weight with 
them. And indeed, this thought is 1o 
natural to mankind, was ſo common 
among the heathen, and is ſo much coun- 

'tenanced 
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tenanced in ſcripture, that all but aban- 
doned ſinners will pay great regard to the - 
ſentiments and prayers of dying ſaints.+ 
-Jt may be expetted, that )their deſcen- 
 dants will receive their inſtructions with 

; peculiar reverence, and join in their pray- 
ers with peculiar fervency. The lips of the 

righteous, eſpecially of Chriſt's old diſciples, 
feed many. Your dying prayers and bleſſing 
| may diſpoſe them to retain a ſenſe of 
the importance of religion and the divine. 
favour, and to deſire and ſeek the bleſ- 
ling for themſelves. They will be likely 
to remember your inſtructions and pray- 
ers, when you are dead. This may be the 
means of keeping them ſtedfaſt ro Gop, 
or reclaiming them when they go aſtray, 
and either way promote their felicity. 


00 It is the way to procure the drnine 
bleſſing for them. oe 7. El Gop 


amd 


'4 Hh Þ. x. 445, &c.. Plato de Las. Xi. Pe 931, who faith, that 
©every wiſe perſon reverenced and eſteemed the prayers of his parents, 
knowing that they were in many caſes fulfilled.” — See Gen, xxvii, 
Ex2d, xx, 12, Honour thy father and mother, that thy days may. be 

long : It may be tranſlated © that zbey may prolong thy days ;** that 
1s, by their prayers and bleffings, cauſe thy days to be lengthened, 
Compare Eels, iii, $, 9. © Honour thy father and mother, both ia 
word and deed, that a bleſſing may come upon thee from them, For | 
the bleſſing of the father eftabliſheth the houſes of children, but the 
curſe of the mother rooteth out foundations,” 
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* God hath never ſaid .to: the ſeed of 
Facob, ſeek ye me in vain.” When He 
commanded the prieſts under the law, to. 
| bleſs the people, He ſaid, © They ſhall 
put my name upon the children of 1/-ae], 
and 1 will bleſs them.” + Gop hath often 
favoured the children of good men with 
fome peculiar privileges and influences 
from above, for the ſake of their pious 
anceſtors, And it is evidently a part of 
the divine plan, that ſome ſhould fare the 
better for the piety and prayers of others, 
This conſideration, together with Gop's 
many promiſes of hearing prayer, encou- 
rage you to hope, that your prayers and 
blefing will avail for the good of your | 
deſcendants. And furely. you cannot, in 
gratitude to Gop, or love to them, deny 
them ſo cheap a ſervice, and not leave a 
bleſſing behind you. — Thus will your ſo- 
| lemnly praying for, and bleſſing your de- 


| feendants, naturally expreſs your believing _ 


regard to Gopy, and ' affetionate concern 
for them ; —It will be likely to make a 
good and laſting imprefſion upon their 


hearts ; — and to engage the divine blel- 
ſing 


+ Numb, WE 27s 
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ſing upon them. I hope, my aged friends 
will habitually 'and ſtrongly feel the force 
of theſe motives, to imitate Zacod#'s exam- 
ple, and abound in the exerciſes of devo- 
tion and benevolence. Theſe will afford 
| them unſpeakable. pleaſure in a dying 
hour ; and they will be ready to adopt 
the words of the learned Dr. Donne, who 
ſaid ta his friends upon his death-bed, 
© I repent of all my life, bur that part 
of it which I ſpent in communion with 
Gop, and in doing good.” I conclude | 
the Diſcourſe with theſe two. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. Let children deſire and value os” 
prayers and bleſſing of their aged, dying 
Parents. Si 


When Foſeph heard that his father 
Pace was ſick, he went to viſit him, and. 
took his two children, that he might bleſs 
them, Let the children and grand-chil- 
dren of aged, dying ſaints frequently viſit 
them, reverence their inſtructions, hearken 
to their hiſtory of Gop's dealings with 
ow, and deſire and value their prayers, 

They 


_ 
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Their age, gravity, piety and experience, 
make what they ſay to you,- or to Goo- 
for you, peculiarly ſolemn, weighty and _ 
impreſſing. And whether you regard it or 
not, remember,, Gop regards it. If you- 
_ mind what they ſay, it will. be a- witneſs. 
for you z. if you deſpiſe it, it will be a 
witneſs againſt you, in the great day. If 
you know any thing of Gop and religion, 
and the power of prayer, you will not def- 
' Piſe or flight this their laſt labour of love, 

2, Let the children of good men l1a-- 
bour to ſecure the - JI for them-- 
ſelves; 

Your. infanc from pious ancefiors 3 
a greater honour to you,. than a deſcent- 
| from, or alliance with, the nobleſt fami- 

| lies upon earth,. that live without Gop. 
It ſhould recommend religion to you,- that 


Gop was the Gop of your fathers. It _ 


ſhould be a prevailing motive with you: 
to keep up the worſhip of Gop in your 
houſes, that yours hath been a praymg 
family for ſeveral generations, But re- 
member, their prayers and bleſſings will 


not on the whole avail you, if you dege- 
nerate 
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nerate from their piety and ftedfaſtneſs. 
If you do not tread in their - ſteps, and 
(in the language of the text) walk before 
God, as they did, the greater will be 
your guilt and your miſery. You will 
forfeit the benefits of Gop's covenant : 
you will miſs of the bleſſing and be re- 
jetted by him. And then, what will it 
ſignify to wear their names, and inherit 
their fortunes ? Yea, if you live to be a 
hundred years old, and enjoy the great- 
_ eſt worldly proſperity, you will be ac- 
curſed of Gop * and driven to an eternal 
diſtance from your pious anceſtors, and 
from the preſence of Gop and the Lamb. 
For thus ſaith the Son of Gor, and O 
that all the children of good men would 
think of his awful words ! * There ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when 
ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and 1/aac, and Fa-. 
6, and all the prophets and ſaints in 
the kingdom of Gop, and you yourſelves 
_ thruſt out,” + 

® Iſa, lxv, 20, + Luke xiii, 28 
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DISCOURSE X, 
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Foſeph's dying Afſurance to his Brethren, 
| that Gop would viſit them, conſidered, 
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fad Joſep h ſaid unto his brethren, 1 PF 
and Gon will ſurely vifit you, and bring 
Fn out of this land, unto the land which 


_ be ſware to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to 
Jacob, 


\H ESE, my Fr are fome of 
' the laſt words of Feſeph, that wile, 
great and good man; and therefore they 
claim your attention, But they deſerve 
particular notice, becauſe the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews tells us, that ©* By faith, Fo- 
feph, when he died (or was” dying, as the 
word ſignifies) made mention of the de- 
' parture of the children of Trae! out of 
£xgypt, and gave commandment concern- 


ug 
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ing his bones,? + that they ſhould be car-_ 
ried with them into Canaan, as in the 
yerſe following the text ; firmly believing 
the revelation and promiſe made to his 
fathers, concerning their poſterity's return 

to it. Facob, his father, when he was 
dying, had reminded his own - children of 
the ſame, and ordered them to bury him 
in Canaan. So ſolicitous were they to keep 
up in -their deſcendants the belief and 
expectation of their inheriting that land! 
| Joſeph is ſaid, in the text, to have ſpoken 
to his brethren concerning this, As he 
was one of the youngeſt of Jacob's ſons, 
and lived to be a hundred and ten years 
old, it 1s probable, that many, if not 
moſt, of his own brethren, the ſons of 
facob, were then dead : ſo that, by bre- 
thren, we are to underſtand (as often in - 
icripture) his relations in general, and par- 
ticularly his own deſcendants ;z. as notice 
1s taken in the preceding. verſe, of ſome 
of his great-grand-children being brought 
to him. * To them he ſaid, I die; and 
Gob will ſurely viſit you, and bring you 
out of this land, unto the land which 

he 


+ Heb. xi, 22 
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he ſware to Abraham, to Tfaac, and to 
Facoh.” The illuſtration of theſe words 
may afford uſeful inftruftion to us all; 
eſpecially to my aged friends, whom [I am, 
at this time, particularly to addreſs, And 
we may obſerve in them, _ | 


{. The refletion which Foſeph makes. 
_ Upon his preſent circumſtances. 


WE | os > aſſurance he gives his brethren, 
that Gop: would viſit them : and, 
II. The further aſſurance he gives 
them, that Gop would at _ bring 
them into the Holy Land. - - Let us 
conſider, 


I. The refleftion which- Foſeph {oe 
upon his preſent circumſtances, 


© ] die, or am dying. He was very 

_ aged and infirm, He knew that neither 
his authority, power and honour in Egypt, 

nor his wiſdom and piety, could -ſecure_ 

him from the ſtroke of death. He found. 

himſelf declining, and was now probably 

confined. to a ſick bed : he was therefore 


_ willing to improve his few remaining mo- 
ments: 


ments, for the inſtru&tion and comfort 
of his relatives, He had been a great 
friend and benefaftor to them, as appears 


from his whole hiſtory, He had faved 


them alive in famine, provided them a 


_ comfortable ſettlement in Egypt; and now 
he was dying, he could do little more for 
them, than give them his beſt advice and. 


encouragement. And this he doth, with 
| the tenderneſs of a parent, and with the 
authority and ye" of a PER + 
Obſerve, 


II. The affurance kW gives them, that 
Gop would viſit them. 


* Gop. will ſurely viſit you.” This 
doth not ſo much refer to his bringing 
them into Canaan; (that is mentioned after- 


wards) as to his affording them his pre- ; 


| ſence, prote&tion and favour, during their 
ſtay in - Egypz, For thus Facob expreſſeth 
the ſame encouragement. * Behold I die, 
but Gop ſhall be with you.' + Probably 


Foſeph ſaw his relations very much grieved | 


and diſcouraged at the thought of lofing 
am ; loſing "their protector and benefactor 


+ Gen, xlviii, 21, 
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in a ſtrange country, where they had many 
enemies, as being of a different nation, - 
and different religion. The Egyptians 
were ſtrongly prejudiced againſt them, on _ 
account cf their occupation, as ſhepherds , 
and becauſe they would: not comply with 
| the idolatries of that land. Foſeph well 
knew, that they would be rigorouſly and 
.cruelly uſed in Egypt : for ſo Gop had: 
 foretold to Abraham, © Thy ſeed ſhall 
be a ſtranger in a land, that is not theirs, 
and ſhall /erve them; and they ſhall of- 
flip them four hundred years.” + There- 
fore 7Jo/eph aſſures them, that Gop would | 
wifit them ;, that he would view their at- 
-fliftions with an eye of pity, provide for 
- their wants, dire&t them in all their per- 
plexities, and prote& them in the ſeaſon 
of danger ; that he would raiſe up ano- 
ther deliverer for them, when he was 
dead. And this they might argue, from 
| his promiſe to Abraham, of * making 
| them a great nation ,* and from what: he 
| had already done by a train of myſterious 
providences, — in ſending Joſeph before 
them, — giving him favour in the i 
+ Gen, xv, 33» 
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of Pharaoh, — reſcuing him from impen- 
ding dangers, — and :making him the in- 
ftrument of their ſupport and ſecurity. 
From hence they might conc] le, that 
ſome circumſtances, which «ere in_ap- 
pearance .againſt them, would turn out 
| for their good. — We are to conſider, 


IH. The further afſurance he oves 
them, that Gop would 'bring them into 
the land of Canaan. 


| And this the argues, and mackes them 
to argue, from the promiſe made to their 
anceſtors ſucceſſively z to Abraham, to 1/aac, 
and to Faceh;z and confirmed by the oath 
of that great Being, who cannot lie; that 
He would judge the Egyptians, bring T/rael 
out with great ſubſtance, ſettle them in Ca- 
naan, and give it them for an inheritance 
for ever, This intimated to them, that 
they muſt net think of ſettling in Fgypr, 
tho' the country might be ever fo agree- | 
able, and its princes ever ſo kind. : 
It likewiſe intimated to them, that they 
muſt not fear any attempts of their ene. 
mies to 'keep them there by force. Fo- 
Jeph torelaw the difficulties that would || 
arife 
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ariſe, and therefore he aſſures - them, that 
_ Gop would fulfil all his promiſes, and 
' bring them ſafe to Canaan. Accordingly 
you "know by what a ſeries of glorious 
miracles, Gov made the Egyptians willing 
to releaſe them; conducted them thro? the - 
red ſea and the wilderneſs, and brought 
them to the good land, which he had 
promiſed to their fathers. I am now 


_ to point out to you the uſeful inſtruction 
which theſe words ſuggeſt. OE 


APPLICATION. 
I. To aged chriſtians and, 


ny ( ey thoſe in younger oY who are 
the offspring of good men. | 


I, To aged chriſtians. 


By them theſe words may naturally be 
_ uſed, as they are the language of an aged, 
dying ſaint; as the good land, to which 
| he refers, was a type -or figure of that 
« better country, even the heavenly one, 
which the Apoſtle tells us, the Patriarchs 


ſought; + and as they have been often 


adopted by dying chriſtians, and addrefled 
to 


+ Heb, xi» 16» 
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to their ſurvivors. Now they ſuggeſt to 
you, my honoured -friends, theſe three im- 
| portant branches 'of duty ; —— to think 
and ſpeak much of dying ; —to reflect 
that Gop will viſit and take care of your 
poſterity z; — and to remind them of it 
for their encouragement, when you are 
dying and leaving the world, — Bear with 
me then, while I exhort you, 


1. Frequently to think and ſpeak of 
dying. Ws CE 

You well know that * it is appointed 

to men once to die;* that in the courſe 
of nature, your removal cannot be far off. 
Your frequent infirmities and ſenſible de- 
cays remind you, that you muſt guickly 
- put off the body; and therefore it will 
| be monſtrous and inexcuſable folly in you 
to forget it. Think of your death, as a 
certain, and as a near, event. But think 
of it ſeriouſly, as a moſt important* and 
lolemn event. Speak of it as a concern 
not to be trifled with, but what you are 
nearly and deeply intereſted in ; as it is 
the period of your time of trial, and the 
commencement of an eternal, unctangeable 


L ”-- Nate. 
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ſtate. This hath been the praftice of 
good men, Thus Iſaac ſaid, * I am old, 
I know not the day of my death,” * Be. 
hold, I ie, ſaid Facob, and am to be 
gathered to tiny people,” *I am this day 
going the way of all the earth, ſad 
Foſira : and David ſaid the ſame. *I am 
ready to be offered up, ſaid Paul, and the 
rime of my departure 1s at hand.* *I muſt 
ſhortly put off the body,” ſaid Peter. En- 
 deavour, like theſe holy men, to make the 
thoughts of death familiar to your minds, 
and let thoſe with whom you converſe 
perceive, that you are daily expeCting it. 
This thought will lead you to fit looſe. 
to the world ; to contract your buſineſs 
into as little a compaſs as may be; and to 
avoid all thoſe cares and anxieties, which 
diſtract the mind, and would call off your 
attention from better, from heavenly things. 
— This would engage you to make your 
wills, and ſet your . houſes in order, that 
you may have nothing to embarraſs your 
thoughts, or take up your time, in a 
dying hour, —This would eſpecially engage | 
' you to be always ready ; to fet your ſouls 
in order; to renew the exerciſes of repen- 
FD tance 
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tance and faith, and endeavour to have 
your hearts more ſtrongly influenced by 
the love of Chriſt. — It would lead you 
to exerciſe thoſe graces, which are pecul- 
arly ſuited to your age and circumſtances; 
eſpecially faith, patience, meekneſs, gra- 
titude and heavenly-mindedneſs ; and be 
daily aſpiring after brighter evidences and 
firmer hopes.—lIt would dire& your views 
to the good land, which Gop hath pro- 
miſed, You would © have reſpect to the 
recompence of reward,” and improve in 
your acquaintance with the work and bleſ- 
ſedneſs of Heaven, by converling with the 
word of Gop, and meditating upon the 
glory to be revealed, Think of your 
pious friends and relations, that are gone 
before; as Foſeph, in the text, ſpeaks of 
Abraham, Tſaac and Facob, Think how 
| they are employed, and what their hap- 
pineſs 1s ; that you may long to be with 
them, and be daily improving in your 
preparation for your change. — By ſuch 
reflections and ſuch a conduct, you will 
be preſerved from the love of the world, 
be reconciled to the thoughts of death, 
and be willing to depart, In the mean 
L 2 time, 
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time, let the expectation of death quicken 
you to do what you can, for Gop and 
- your generation. Do it quickly; for you 
have not even the ſhadow of an excuſe 
_ for delaying. If death finds you thus 
employed, be not afraid of it; for Gop 
will ſurely vifit you with his light, and 
ſtrength, and peace, and bring you to the 
heavenly country .; and at length, * deliver 
you from the bondage of corruption in 
the grave, into the glorious liberty of the 
ns: of Gop,?.- 5: 0, 


2, Refle& that Gop will viſit and take 
care of your poſterity, when you are 
O0Rs | 


Jt will be a great ſatisfaction to you, 
| to refle&t upon this, © Gop will ſurely 
viſit them.” Anxious thoughts will ſome- 
times ariſe jn your minds about thoſe, 
whom you will leave behind. < What will 
become of my poor children. and grand- 
children, when I am gone? They will 
be orphans, or want a guide and a friend.” 
It may often give you pain, to think of 
leaving them in a world ſo full of temp- 
zation, fin and trouble ; perhaps to ap 
: | gle 
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ole with poverty, and meet with hard 
:reatment from the oppreſſion, deceit, or 
unkindneſs of others. But when theſe 
anxious thoughts ariſe, endeavour to ba- 
iſh them from your minds, and cheriſh 
this belief, © That Gop will ſurely vi/it 
them. Labour to diveit yourſelf of ſuch 
affection to them and concern for them, 
as is painful to yourſelf, and no way 
ſerviceable either to you or them ; eſpe- 
cially ſuch as 1s inconſiſtent with faith i-_ 
Gop and his promiſes, Conſider, that 
were you to live, you could do but little 
for them ; and indeed nothing, without the 
aſſiſtance and bleſſing of Gov. You could 
| adviſe them, but the Lord muſt dire# 
their ſteps, and: make their way proſperous. 
Leave them therefore chearfully to him 
and his good providence, * in whom the 
tatherleſs find mercy ;* and whoſe viſits 
will abundantly make up the loſs of you, 
were your abilities much greater than they 
are, When. your generous ſouls look 
beyond the narrow concerns of your own- 
family and relations ; when you are ſolici- 
tous about the intereſt of religiun, and 
" tremble for the ark of Gov; * remem- 
no $i .. ber 
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ber, that anxiety about theſe is to be re- 

trained : for Gop will ſurely viſit his 

church : He will take care that it ſhall | 
Not be loſt, Tho? you die, Chriſt lives, 

_ © He is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
3 for ever ;* and therefore, * the children 
of his ſervants ſhall continue, and their | 
| 
; 
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ieed ſhall * be eſtabliſhed before him.” + 
- That Gop will thus viſit thoſe, that 
ſurvive you, you may fairly infer from 
ieveral conſiderations ; particularly, — The 

goodneſs of his nature. They are his crea- | 
tures, and therefore he will not forlake 

the work of his own hands. © He is good 

to all, giveth food to all fiein, taketh 

care of man and beaſt, and his viſitation 

preſerves their ſpirits.” If they are his chil- 

dren, you have {lll lefs reaſon for anxiety ; 

tor ſurely their heavenly father will give 

them all good things that they need. — 

You may argue this, from his promiſe and 

covenant, You fee, * ſeed-time and har- 

veſt, ſummer and winter, day and night, 
do not ceaſe.* The ſame providence, 

which firſt eſtabliſhed their regular 1uc- 

 ceſſion, js working to maintain it, Your 
offspring 


+ Pſalm cii, 29, 
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offspring have the ſame Angels to guard 
| them, as guarded you ; the ſame word 
to direct and comfort them ; the ſame un- 
changeable Saviour to. vedoocn them; the 
ſame Spirit to enlighten and ſanctfy them ;_ 
the ſame covenant of grace to be all their 
ſalvation and all their deſire. Now, © the 
word of the Lord ſhall ſtand for ever, 
| his goodneſs is from generation to gene- 
ration, and, his truth endureth throughout 
all generations,'— You may argue it fur- 
ther, from your own experience, * Remem- 
ber all the way the Lord your Gop hath. 
led you through the wilderneſs, He 
hath fed you all your life long to this. 
- day, and redeemed you from evil,* and 
- your fathers before you. And - doth his 
power and care ceaſe, when yours doth ?. 
Think of the ſeveral ſtages of your lives ; 
| the places where you have lived ; the 
icenes thro*' which you have paſſed; and. 
eſpecially the extraordinary appearances of 
providence for you ; that, as you have 
heard from your fathers, ſo you have ſeen 
and experienced. Recolle& what you have 
obſerved of Gop's dealings with good men 
and their children ; and you will. fee reaſon 
L 4 to- 
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to fay as David, * I have been young, 


and now am old, yet have I not ſeen the 


righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging 


bread,* F Then aſk your own hearts theſe 
| queſtions, © Is the Lord's hand waxed 
ſhort ??* Is his ear heavy ? Are the ſtores 
_ of his bounty exhauſted ? * Is his mercy. 
clean gone? Doth his promiſe fail ? 
Why then ſhould you ſuſpett, that he will 


not viſit your poſterity, as he hath done 
you and your fathers? Let it be your 
care, my friends, to give glory to Gon, 


| by acknowledging and truſting his good- 


neſs, and to © encourage yourſelves in the 
Lord your Gop,* I add, 


3. Remind your poſterity of this, for 
eheir encouragement, when you are dying 
and leaving the world, . that * Gop will 
{urely viſit them? 


Your fathers encouraged you with this 


thought, as Facob did Foſeph. Encourage 
- your children with it, as Foſeph did his 


brethren. If they have any affection for 
you, or any concern for their own ſate- 
ty and happineſs, the proſpe& of loſing 
you 
+ Pſalm xxxvil, 25. 
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you will be grievous to them, When you' 
{ce them diſcouraged, then is the time to- 
let them know, that, tho* you die, Gop 
will viſit them. Thus the Apoſtle com- 
mands the aged men and women, to be 
* teachers of good things.* And really,. 
aced chriſtians are capable of doing much: 
more good than they do, if that breath; 
which is ſpent in complaining, were ſpent- 
in thankſgiving ; and that time which is 
conſumed -in commending the paſt age, 
and finding fault with the preſent, were 
employed in © ſhowing Gop's ſtrength to- 
this generation, and- his. power to thoſe 
that are to come.*'+ Let me intreat you- 
to conſult- the honour of Gop, the wel- 
tare of your poſterity, and -your- own cre- 
dit and comfort ſo much, as to take pains 
to exhort- and encourage thoſe. about you. 
— Exhort themi to make religion- their 
bulinels, and. Gop their portion and. re- 
fuge. Aſſure them, that their-own wiſdom 
and power will do nothing without. Gop :- 
that nothing will make them happy, but 
his gracious viſits. Speak to them often of 
the ſuitableneſs and excellency of- Chriſt, 
L 5: as 
+ Pſalm Iixiv 18, | 
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take up their abode with them. + Thus 
pious ©* Anna, who wis of a great age, 


them to taſte and ſee, that the Lord is 
good, Pray for them earneſtly, that Gop 


fortune and honour they can inherit from 


with Foſeph, He will /urely w_ t you ; 


and theirs, remind them how punctually 
_ the promiſe made to the Patriarchs of in- 
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as a Saviour : and aſſure them, that if they 
love him, and hve by faith in him, he 
and his Father will come unto them, and 


ſpoke of Chriſt to all, who looked for 
redemption in Feruſalem,” + Encourage 


would be with them and viſit them. 

Comfort them with this thought, that 
< when father and mother Forks them, 
the Lord will take them up,” and that 
his viſits will be infinitely better, than any 


you, or procure for themfelves. When 
you tell them that Gop will viſit them, 
do not ſpeak doubtfully of it ; but fay 


and repeat it again, as he doth in the. 
next verſe. — To encourage your faith 


heriting the land of Canaan was fulfilled, 
Ic was indeed about four hundred years 
before it was fulfilled : fo long was their 

faith 


f - fohn. zive 236 x 1 Luke li, 39. 
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faith and patience exerciſed ; yet at laſt 
Gov appeared to viſit and deliver his fer- 
vants, and vindicate his own faithfulneſs. 
Hence you may be aſſured that thoſe pro- 
miſes which Gop * hath made to believers: 
of heavenly reſt, will be as puncually ac- 
compliſhed in- their ſeaſon. — To ſtrength- 
en their faith, tell them likewiſe your own 
experience : how good Gop hath been to 
you all your days; how much mercy you' 
have found in every part of life; that it 
may be a motive to them to. ſerve him, 
and to hope and truſt in him in the. 
darkeſt ſeaſons, and 1n the greateſt adver-- 
ity. — Remind them often of the good 
land he hath promiſed ; - the country you' 
are going to,” Speak of it with faith, with 
 chearfulneſs and thanktulneſs, as the end- 
of your labours and ſufferings, and the 
accompliſhment of your wiſhes and expec- 
tations,” Expreſs your defire and hope of 
meeting them there at length, and being 
tor ever with them, — Solemnly charge 
them with your dying breath, that they 
never forſake Gop and his ways, Eſpe- 
cially, that they * fall not out by the way,” 
but * live in love, that ſo the Gop of 
L 6 peace 
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' peace and love may be with them* If 
this be their charafter, you may aſſure 
them, upon the authority of Gop himſelf, 
that he will viſit them with his mercy 
upon earth, and with everlaſting ſalvation 
in heaven. The dying words of chriſtian 
| friends, and eſpecially parents, make a 
laſting mprefon upon the minds of fur. 


VviIvors. But it 1s time for me to pro- 
ceed, and addreſs myſelf, | 


II. To thoſe deſcendants of cond men, 
who are 1in the prime, or middle of their 
days. 


| And my exhortation to you ſhall be,— 
that you encourage yourſelves with this 
thought, that Gop will viſit you'; — that 
you pray for his viſits ;—and be prepared 
ro receive them, 


1, Encourage yourſelves with this 
thought, that Gop will ſurely viſit you 
when your parents and friends die. 


If you are thoughtful and ſerious, you 
cannot but have great concern about your 
Journey thro? life ; ſenſible of the many 
difficulties, temptations and dangers, that 
| attend 
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attend: you. Theſe are greater, at leaſt on 
one account, than thoſe of your fathers ; 
on account of the preſent ſtate of reli- 
gion 1 conſidering how light even the 
profeſſors of it make of ſins of omiſſion ; 
how different they are from their fathers 
in neglecting to keep the ſabbath and 
attend religious ordinances ; in conformity 
to the world, and complying with its. 
dangerous faſhions 3 praftices which our 
fathers would have trembled at the thought 
of, This circumſtance encreaſes your dan- 
ger, But let it not diſhearten you.. Gon 
will viſit you. Conſider him as the GOD 
of your fatherss Think how he viſted 
them, and remember what you * have 
heard with your ears, and your fathers 
nave told you, concerning the great things 
he did for them, efpecially in their days 
of trouble.” + If new difficulties and dan- 
gers ariſe, his wiſdom and power can never 
be at a loſs to affiſt and extricate you. 
He can help you in a thouſand circum- 
| ſtances, in which they, if they were living, 
could not, He is the Gop of your fa- 
thers, and you are his couenant-people; and 
his covenant will he not break, nor for- 


ſake 
+ Pſalm, xliv, Is 
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fake the ſeed of his ſervants. Many of 
us have found it ſo. Gop hath not i] 
us deſtitute of his mercy and truth, when 
| the guides of our youth have been taken. 
from us, We have found in him a wiſe, 
kind, faithful, powerful guardian ; and- 
having obtained help of him, we con- 
tinue to this day. And this is his pro- 
miſe to every good man, whatever earthly 
friends die and deſert him, © I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee,” ©* Wait on 
the Lord, .therefore, and be of good cou- 
rage. Truſt in him at all times, ye peo- 
ple; pour out your hearts before him-:? 
which leads me to add, 


2, Pray earneſtly for his ales. 


Do. not you need them as much as 
' your fathers, or more? Can you do with-_ 
out them? And are they to be. obtained 
any other way, than by faith and-prayer ? 
Go therefore to Gop, and cry unto him, 
« My father, thou art the guide of my 
.yourh.” Your parents aſſured you, upon 
the beſt authority, that Gop would viſit 
you. But you cannot forget what they 


told you, agreeable to what he himſelt 
hath 
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hath ſaid, that * for this he will be 
ſought unto by you.” - Conſider like- 
wiſe, what viſits of Gen. they thought 
moſt valuable and comfortable ; namely, 


and Spirit ; ſhed abroad his: love in their 
hearts, and that he would leave a blefling 
behind him ; a bleſſing infinitely better 
than . any earthly enjoyments. Let this 
therefore be your language, * Remember 
me, O Lord, with the favour thou bear- 
eſt to thy people; O viſit me with 7hy 


with us, as he was with our fathers ; let 
him not leave us nor forſake us, that he 
may incline our hearts to walk 1n his 
ways and keep his commandments, which 
he commanded our fathers.” | Burt this 
reminds me of adding, 


3. Be prepared to receive his viſits 


Do nothing to forfeit them, or drive 
away this heavenly friend, God is too 
pure and holy a being ever to viſit a 

finful 


T Palm evi. 4; 72 2 Kings viii, 57, 


that he would viſit them with his grace 


ſalvation." + And let this be the daily 
petition and requeſt of all of us; as it. 
was of . Solomon, * The Lord our Gop be 
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finful heart. If you are not converted, 
juſtified and ſan@tified, by the blood of 
Chriſt and by the Spirit of Gop, you 
have no reaſon to expect his gracious 
viſits. It you uſe an earthly friend ill, 
he will viſit you no more. If you forſake 
Gop and fall into habitual ſin,. he will 
caſt you off for ever, and his only viſits 
will be in a way of judgment, © Where-_ 
fore, let him that thinketh he ſtands, take 
heed leſt he fall' There muſt be the 
greateſt care, that you do not decline in 
religion, and loſe the: life and fervour of it. 
For © iniquity will /eparate between you 
and Gop, and hide good: things from 
you.*'+ If you grow cold and formal in 
religion ; if you negle&t to viſit God's | 
Houſe on the ſabbath, and his throne every. 
day ;. or do it. with no more ſeriouſneſs 
and ardour, than if you were viſiting and 
converſing with a common acquaintance, 
your communion with him will be inter- 
rupted : He will withdraw from you, and 
take away his good Spirit. And then, 
tho* He ſhould viſit you with ever ſo 
- much health, riches and honour, your 
happineſs 
+ Ifa, lix, 2, 
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happineſs is at an end, If you deſire, 
' that the Gop of your fathers ſhould viſit 
you, be followers of them, Carefully dil- 
tinguiſh between their real excellencies and 
their weakneſſes; and do not, as many 
unwiſe children do, throw them away to- 

gether. I can hardly inculcate this too 
often or too ſtrongly, that unleſs you im1- 
tate the piety of your anceſtors, you can- 
not expect, that Gop ſhould vilit you. 


You are not to depend on their prayers 


for you, unleſs you daily and fervently 
pray for yourſelves, Remember David's 
addreſs to Solomon ; * Know thou and 
| ſerve the Gop of thy fathers; for if thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee, but- 
1f thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off. 
tor ever.” The' piety of your anceſtors, 
all their prayers for you, and all the ad- 
monitions and encouragements they have 
given you, will be a great aggravation of 
your guilt and puniſhment, if you fail to 
— walk in their ſteps. Let it be your daily 
care, that your hearts may be prepared 
tor the viſits of the Lord; and that you 
may be getting ready for the. good Jand, 
the better country, which. he hath pro- 

miſed.. 
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miſed. — And finally, when you are lea- 
 ving earth, hand down this ſacred conſo- 
lation and bleſling to your children, and 
| folemnly commend them to Gop and the 
word of his grace. — To conclude, may 
_ Gop viſit us all with his favour and love, 
thro* the reſt of the journey of life; and 
eſpecially make the laſt ſtage of it com- 
fortable, honourable and uſeful! May He 


bring us at length to that reſt that re- 


maineth for his people, to ſit down with 
Abraham and Iſaac, and Faced and Joſeph, 
and all the ſaints, in his kingdom and 
preſence for ever | Armen, 
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PROVERBS, XV1. 31. 


The huary head is a crown of glory, if it 
be found in the way of righteouſneſs. 


T is a dictate of natural conſcience, 


a that reverence is due to the Aped, 
' merely on account of their age. It was 


frequently and ſtrongly inculcated, by the 


heathen law-givers and philoſophers, that 


every one ſhould honour the Aged both 
in word and deed: and one of their Poets 
tells us, that * they held 1t to be a great 
crime, and worthy of death, if a young 


perſon did not riſe up to ſhow retpe&t to 
the Aged.* The general practice of the 
| heathen, both ancient and modern, con- 
firms and illuſtrates this dictate of nature. 


The Scriptures command us to reverence 


the 
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the Aged, and to ſhow them all external 
marks of reſpe& and honour. | But when 
wiſdom and piety: accompany old age, it 
_ 1s peculiarly venerable. An ancient jewiſh 
writer, in the Apocrypha, ſaith, © Oh, how 
comely a thing is judgment for gray hairs, 
and for ancient men to know counſel | 
_ Oh, how comely is the wiſdom of old 
men, and underſtanding and counſel: to 
men of honour ! Much experience is the 
crown of old men, and the fear of Gop 
is their glory.” + Solomen comprehends 
theſe thoughts in a few expreſſive words 
i the text : the hoary head is a crown of 
glory, or a glorious crown it is a beau- 
tiful ornament, and renders perſons wor- 
thy of veneration and reſpect, if it be 
found in the way of righteouſneſs ; if they 
have walked. in the ways of religion, and 
their long lives have been employed in 
| the ſervice of Gop. An important and 


j} 
$ 
[ 
: 


uſeful obſervation, and capable of afford- 
ing inſtruttion to us all, eſpecially to the. 
Aged ! 


In treating of it, I ſhall, 


I, Show 
Þ Eccluſ, xxve 4, 5, be 
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I. Show on what accounts aged piety 
is peculiarly honourable ; ; and, 


I. What uſeful inſtructions we may 
learn from the ſubject. 


I. I am to ſhow, on what accounts the 


piety of the Aged is EY honour- 
able. 


| And here I ſhall mention theſe particu- 
_ Jars, —It began early ; —It is founded on 
knowledge and experience; — It is appro- 
ved and ſteadfaſt; —It 1s attended with 
great uſefulneſs ; — and 1t renders them 
peculiarly ripe for glory. 


1, It began early and hath long conti- 
nued, 


This muſt be ſuppoſed ; and is indeed 
implied in the text, when it is faid, if it 
be found in the way of righteouſneſs ; in- 
timating, that ſuch a one hath been /ong 
walking in that WAY. Perſons who have 
ſpent their youth in ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures, and their middle age in 
the purſuit of worldly enjoyments, to the 
total or habitual negleC&t of religion, are 
not entitled to this honour, Late con- 

| | verts, 


4 


254 The Honour of aged Piety,  .S. 11. 
verts, tho* their eternal intereſts ſhould 
be ſecure, will not only have leſs comfort 
in their own ſouls, but appear leſs amia- 
ble in the eyes of others, than early ones, 
They will remember, to their ſhame, the 
ſins of their youth: and riper age ; and 
_ others may remember them to their dif- 
honour. But where perſons have, with 
good Obadiah, feared the Lord from their 
youth, + and walked in his fear all their 
days, they claim peculiar reſpe&t. They 
have indeed ved; lived to a good pur- 
| poſe; lived to Gon and Chriſt: and as 
this will be their own rejoicing, ſo it will 
entitle them to, and even command, ho- 
nour from others, 


2. Their piety is founded on knowledge | 
and experience, 


We come into the world with few 
ideas and ignorant of every thing about 
us. Knowledge is gained by obſervation, 
refleEtion, reading and converſe, Our 
ſtock of knowledge naturally encreaſeth_ 
with advancing years z and tho' it will 
| be more or leſs, according to men's na- 

tural 
+ 2 Kings, xvili, 12s | 
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tural abilities, education, and the pains 
they take tO improve their underſtandings z 
yet all will be continually acquiring new 
ideas ; thoſe that were in the mind will 
be reduced to better order, and applied 
to more uſeful purpoſes. Hence, tho* the 
Aged are not always wiſe, F yet they fre- 
quently are ſo, and always much wiſer 
than younger perfons of equal capacities, 
advantages and application. This renders 
them worthy of honour. But aged ſaints 


are peculiarly honourable, becawſe their _ 


knowledge is of the beft kind, and ap- 
plied to the beſt purpoſes. It 1s of the 
beſt kind. They have juſt notions of thoſe 
things, which are of the greateſt moment, 
and moſt worthy the attention .and re- 
fleftion of reaſonable creatures. The con- 
verting grace of Gop generally begins 
in enlightening the underſtanding, and 
leading it to diſcern thoſe things that 
differ, and approve thoſe that are exce]- 
lent, They who have. entered themſelves 
into Chriſt's ſchool betimes, have oreat 
advantages for learning his religion ; of 
becoming well inſtruQed in the nature 
_ and deſign, the doctrines and duties, of the 


goſpel, 


+ Job xxxii, 9, 
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goſpel, and being wiſe to ſalvation, Aped 
faints are well acquainted with the beſt 
things. Others may know more of the 
world, of trade, of philoſophy, or human 
policy ; but they know Chriſt and him 
| _ crucified: They have made many uſeful _ 
| obſervations on the methods of providence 
| towards themſelves, their families and the 
| church of Gop. They know much of 
the evil and miſchief of fin; of the na- 
ture of temptations, and the many devices 
| of Satan. They are well acquainted with 
WH the ſuitableneſs and all-ſufficiency of the 
| Redeemer, and the pleaſures of religion ; 
| | and have a rich treaſure of chriſtian ex- 
| perience in their hearts, This knowledge 
renders them truly honourable, eſpecially, 
| =—as It 18 applied to the beſt purpoſes. 
T heir religion 1s not the <effe&t of a haſty 
reſolution, but a deliberate choice, founded 
| on ſerious enquiry and long experience. 
Their advancing years, their ſtudy of the 
works and word of Gop, and. attendance 
on the means of grace, have enlarged 
| their faculties and ripened their under- 
' ſtanding ; ſo that they are fully convinced, 
that the ways or the Lord are right, and 
they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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_ they have circumſpe&ly walked in them. 
They have had time to examine every 
thing, that can be alledged in favour of 
fin and holineſs. They have tried many 
of thoſe things, in which the young and 
the unexperienced are ready to place their 
happineſs, and found them all empty, void 
and deceitful ; and this hath led them to - 
give their young friends many wiſe and 
triendly cautions, They know, from fre- 
quent enquiries and long trial, that nothing 
but religion can ſatisfy the ſoul; and that 
fearing Gop' and keeping his command- 
ments is the whole duty and happineſs of | 
man, Now this wiſdom is, as Solomon ſaith, 
an ornament of grace unto them. + | 


3. The piety of aged chriſtians 1s ap- 
_ proved and ſteadfaſt. 


| It is hard to judge of the real charac- | 
| ters of men, and to know who are ſin- 
cere and who hypocritical in their pro- 
teflion of religion, Many may put on 
tie appearance of piety to ſerve ſome 
iecular purpoſe. Yea, worthy motives 
May prevail for a while; ſo that we may 
M ____ entertain 
+ Prov, iv. 9, 
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entertain a good opinion of the. integrity 
of thoſe, who may afterwards fall away, 
It: may at length appear, that they have 
no root in themſelves, and their latter end. 
will be worſe than their beginning, But 
the. piety of an aged chriſtian is approved, 
He hath paſſed through various ſcenes, 
and had calls and opportunities to exer- 
ciſe the various graces of the chriſtian 
character. He hath been attacked by 
_ the allurements and by the terrors of the 
world ; yet, like a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath bravely ſtood his ground. 
} He hath paſſed thro* the trials of adver- 
|  fity, and the more dangerous trials of 
proſperity. He hath ſurvived moſt of his 
friends ; and by their removal, hath had 
| his patience and ſubmiſſion proved, He 
probably hath endured ſome perſecution 
for conſcience ſake, and yet maintained 
his integrity ; and, by not © fainting in_ 
the day of adverſity,* he hath an inward 
teſtimony, that his heart is right with 
Gov ; and he 1s maniſeſted to the con- 
ſciences of others, that he is an upright 
reſolute chriſtian. An aged ſaint is like 
2 tree arrived to maturity ; that having 
brought 
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brought forth fruit many years, in its ſea- 
ſon, ſtood many ſtorms and taken root 
the faſter, is known by all around to be 
very valuable. His long life ſpent in the 
ſervice of Gop, makes his virtues eminent 
and conſpicuous, and bears witneſs, not 
only to the ſincerity of his faith and pro 
feſſion, but to their firmneſs and ieadi- 
neſs, His perſeverance in religion demon- 
ſtrates the uprightneſs of his; heart, the 
ſtrength of his love to Gop-,and Chriſt, 
and the immoveableneſs of his reſolution 
for the future, He is *© rooted in the 
faith, grounded . and ſettled ; * his habits 
_ of piety are confirmed and become quite 
natural ; and the frequent. trials, of his 
- faith are found to praiſe before Gop, and 
honour before men. . 


| 4. The piety of thi Aged Is attended 
with great uſefulneſs, | 


Gop 1s glorified when chriſtians bring 
forth much fruit : and in proportion to 
men's ulefulneſs will be their - honour, 
The piety of an aged chriſtian is much 
to the glory of GOD, as it ſhows the 
excellency of his diſpenſations, and eſ- 

M 2 __ pecially 


' 
: 
| 
| 
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pecially the Goſpel, as means of pro- 
ducing and encrealing this piety, and 
bearing the chriſtian on thro* difficulties, 
temptations and oppoſition, Aged ſaints 
have been, and continue to be, very uſe. 
ful to mankind, They have for many 


years ſhone as /zghts in a dark world, and 
produced a ſecret veneration for religion, 
'1n the hearts of thoſe, who will not be 
perſuaded to purſue it, Their ſteadfaſt 
piety © puts to' ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men,* who complain of the re- 


4 


ſtraints of religion as unreaſonable and 


intolerable, and of the Redeemer*s laws as 


impracticable. It ſhows that the difficul- 


ties of it are not ſo formidable as young 
minds are ready to imagine, and that the 


moſt powerful temptations to ſin may, by 
divine grace, be overcome, — They are 


uſeful to mankind, as living witnefles- to 


the kindneſs of Gop's providence, the 


riches of his grace, and his faithfulneſs to 
his promiſes. The diligence and zeal of 
their vigorous days, rendered them blel- 
fings to the world and church ; and tho' 
they are ready to think, that they are 


| incapable of ſerving Gop and their ge- 


' neration 


>» 
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neration in the decline of life, and ſpeak 
of themſelves as quite uſeleſs, yet herein 
they greatly err. The light of their g00d 
examples ſhines before men. They are {et 
forth as patterns of patience, contentment 
- and thankfulnets, under the burdens and 
infirmities of age. Their prayers are ſer- 
\ viceable to the world and to the church. 
While their faculties continue, they are 
capable of giving excellent counſel and ad- 
| vice to thoſe about them; which, coming 
from perſons of their age and wiſdom, 
will have peculiar weight, and tend to 
ſtrengthen their faith and reſolution, Their 
accounts of their own experience in paſt 
life; their teſtimony to the truth and the 
comfort of religion, and ſhowing God's 
ſtrength and grace to the generation that 
is growing up, are very uſeful.” And per- 
haps nothing hath made deeper impreſſi- 
ons of religion upon the minds of the 
riſing generation, than the counſels and 
weighty ſayings of their aged and dying 
parents, Or, if they are not capable of 
laying mach, their patient ſukmiſſion to 
their afflictions, and their chearful expec- 
tations of death and glory, ſpeak plainly 

M 2 _ and 
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and forcibly ; ſhow the excellency of chriſ. 
_ "tian principles and motives, and ſtrongly 
recommend, to all about them, a ſteadfaft 


adherence to them. Thus are they uſeful, 


even to the laſt, and therefore honourable, 


[3 Their piety renders them peculiarly 
ripe for glory, as their hoary heads ſhow 


that they are near to it, 


They are to be conſidered as being 


on the very borders of the heavenly 
_ world, Juſt taking leave of us, and ſpee- 
dily to be joined to the ſpirits of juſt 


men made perfet, The day is at hand, 


when their warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, 


and their everlaſting reſt and triumph 
commence. Their race, which they run 


with patience and perſeverance, is juſt | 
concluded, and they will ſoon receive the 


prize. And when we conſider an aged 


chriſtian as on the verge of heaven, and 
ſoon to receive the applauſe of Chriſt, we 


cannot but honour him, whatever his out- 
ward appearance may be. His graces ſhine 


brighter thro* the wrinkles that deform 
his countenance ; and thoſe pains and 
ngnrunggs, which are the harbingers of 


death, 
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death, are alfo the harbingers of glory. 
— If we have any believing regard for 
the heavenly _ world, and its bliſsful inha- 
bitants, an aged faint that is fo like them, 
and ſo ſpeedily to be numbered among 
them, will be eſteemed by us*as worthy 
of great honour : and his hoary head will 
appear as a crown of glory, when we 
_ conſider him, as juſt going to receive a 
more plorious crown, which will never fade 
away, nor be attended with any care, 
florrow or ſuffering, From theſe par- 
ticulars it appeareth, that the piety of the 
Aged is peculiarly honourable ;—it com- 
menced when they were young ;z — it hath 
been founded on knowledge and expe- 
rience ; — hath been well-known, appro- 
ved and ſteadfaſt ; — 1n conſequence of it, 
they have been very uſeful in life, — and 
are peculiarly ripe for heavenly glory, 
and ſoon to enter upon it. Let us 
now conſider, 


IL What. uſeful inſtructions we may 
learn from this ſubject. | 


FOR & hoary head is a Alrrnes and 
reproach to an old ſinner. 
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| What more deſpicable charater can 
there be, than that of a man who hath 


grown old in fin, and ſpent all his days 
'1n the ſervice of the devil? How ſhock- 


ing is. it to ſee perſons in the advance 
and decline of life, who have enjoyed 
many religious advantages, yet appear ig- 
norant of Gop and religion; and * when 
for 'the time, they ſhould have been 


. teachers of others, have need to be taught 


what are the firſt principles of the oracles 
of Gop !'+ How odious is it to obſerve 
them ſtill hankering after the world, heap- 
ing up riches and acting a fraudulent or 
a mean part to gain more! To be an old 
drunkard, an old wearer, an old miler, 
what a horrible charafter! * That is a 
miſerable old age, (faith a heathen phi- 
loſopher) which hath nothing venerable _ 
but gray hairs and wrinkles. FI Jewith 
writer, in the Apocrypha, + obſerveth, that 
* honourable age is not that which ſtand- 


_eth in length of time, nor that is meaſured 


by number of years : but wiſdom is the 


gray hair unto men, and an wnſpotted vife 


| 1s 
+ Heb, v, 12, + Wild, iv. 8, 9, 


is old age.* Þ If any of you, who are 


advanced in life, have lived forgetful of 
Gop and your ſouls, unmindful of the 


great end of life, and the buſineſs you 
were ſent into the world about, be now 
awakened, and go not on © to treaſure 


up wrath, againſt the. day of wrath. It 


is high time indeed for you to awake out 
of ſleep : you have not a moment to loſe. 
The goodneſs of Gop in ſparing you hi- 
therto, and not cutting you -off in your 
ſins, is a loud call to ſearch and try your 


ways, to fly immediately for refuge to 


the hope of the goſpel, and to employ 


the ſhort remainder of your lives in the 


beſt manner : elſe your hoary heads will 
only aggravate your ignorance, careleſsneſs 


and preſumption, and make your ruin 


more dreadful, For thus' ſaith the Lord, 
* The ſinner being a hundred years old, 
ſhall be accurſed.” + pe. 
= Mz - 2. Aged 


pO NEE 


t Virtue, not rolling ſuns, the mind matures, 
_ That life is long, which anſwers life's great end, 
The time that bears no fruit, deferves no name: 
The man of wiſdem is the man of years, | 
In hoary youth Methuſelems may die ; 


© how miſdated on their flattering tombs ! YouNG, 


T Ifa Ixv, 208 
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2. Aged faints ought to be reverence, 


| Some reverence is indeed due to all that 
are aged, It was a capital crime amongſt 
ſome of the heathen, to treat the Aged 
' with contempt. And one of- their moſt 
. ancient, poets faith, © Reverence gray hairs 
- and pive the Aged your ſeat and all ho- 
nours, and behave to them in every reſ- 
.pect as you would to your father :* and 
another of them obſerves, that © Old men 
are the particular favourites of heaven. 
bes law of Gop required the Jews to 
© riſe up before the hoary head, and honour 
the face of the old man.* + And it is 
mentioned as one of the calamities of 
 Feruſalem, that © the child ſhould behave 
himſelf proudly againſt the ancient.” | 
The perſons of the Aged ſhould be ho- 
noured, tho? their character may be de- | 
teſtable; and the offices of kindneſs and 
| Pity ſhould be tenderly performed to them. 
But great piety, joined with old age, | 
_ renders it peculiarly honourable, _ Let vs. 
hold aged ſaints in the higheſt veneration ; 
ipeak of them and to them with the great- 
eſt reſpect ; tenderly pity, and patiently 


bear 


F Lev, xit. 326 4 Ifa, it. 5. 
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| bear with, their weakneſſes ; and conſider 
' the excellency of their characters, as caſt- 
ing a luſtre even over their infirmities, 
Let us earneſtly pray for them, that Gop 
would aſfiſt, ſupport and ſtrengthen them. 
Let us alſo conſult them and hearken to 
their advice. This 1s particularly the duty 
of the young; eſpecially of the children 
of ſuch eminent chriſtians. Let them pay 
- the higheſt regard to their inſtructions and 
maxims. They are, alas ! too apt to ſlight 
them; or if, as they ſometimes expreſs 
it, * they give the old folk, a hearing,” 
they do not lay their admonitions to heart : 
and the conſequence is generally fatal. 
Thus Rehoboam, the ſon of Solomon, loſt 
his honour and the greateſt part of his 
kingdom, * by forſaking the counſel of the 
id men, who had ſtood before his father, 
and following that of the young men, who 
had grown up with himlſelf.* + Accord- 
ingly St. Peter exhorts, ©* Let the younger 
be ſubje& to the eJder,* and ſhow that 
| tubjeftion, eſteem and reſpe&t, which the 
united charms of a hoary head and a 

righteous character demand, 
M6 3. Aged 
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3 Aged faints ſhould proceed in ihe 


ways of righteouſneſs, with | thankfulneſe 
and COurage, 


I - would; with all deference, addreſs 
< unta you, Fathers, becauſe ye have 
known him that is from the beginning :* 
and would exhort you, — in the firſt 


| Place, to adore the grace of Gop, who 


hath reſtored your ſouls from your wan- 
derings, and led you in the paths of righ- 
teouſneſs for his name's ſake : who hath 


iupported both your lives and your graces 


hitherto ; fet this glorious crown on your 
head, and begotten you to a lively hope 


of greater glory, even immortal honour, 


— And let me exhort the aged men and 
women, as Paul commands Titus to do, 
* that they be ſober, grave, temperate, 
found in faith, in charity, in patience ; 
that they be, in behaviour, as becometh 
godlineſs, and teachers of good things. 
Let me intreat you to proceed in the ways 
of righteouſneſs, and not be weary of 
well - doing. Remember the dignity of 
your hoary head, and be careful 'never to. 


loſe or Iefſen it, There is a remarkable _ 


ſtory 
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ſtory 1n the hiſtory of the Maccabees, 
which deſerves the attention of aged chriſ- 


tians. * In the perſecution under An- 
tiochus, king *of Syria, Eleazar, one of 


the principal ſcribes among the Jews, an 
aged man, was commanded, on pain of 
death, to eat {wine's fleſh, which was for- 
bidden by the law of Moſes; but he re- 
fuſed it, Some of his old acquaintance, 
in order to fave his life, perſuaded him 
| to take his own proviſion, and pretend to 
eat of the king's ſacrifice. But, (faith the 


hiſtorian) he began to conſider diſcreetly 


and as became his age, and the excellency 
of his ancient years, and the honour of 


his. gray head, whereunto he was come ; 
and his moſt honeſt education from a 


child ; or rather, the holy law made and 
oiven by Gop : therefore he ſaid, * It 
becometh not our age in any wiſe to dil- 


ſemble, whereby many young perſons 


might think, that Zleazor, being fouricore 
years old and ten, were now gone to a 


{trange religion : and ſo they, thro* mine 


hypocriſy and deſire to live a little time 
and a moment longer, ſhould be deceived 
by me; and I get a ſtain to mine old 

, age, 
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270. The Honour. of -aged Piety. | \ "oY. © 


age, and make it abominable. Where- 


fore, now manfully. changing this life, I 


will ſhow myſelf ſuch a one; as mine age 
requireth, and. leave. a notable example 
to ſuch as be young.* And when he had 
laid theſe words, immediately he went to 
the torment. + Polycarp, a primitive bi- 
ſhop and a diſciple of St. Fe/m, being 
fummoned before a heathen magiſtrate, 
and commanded to abjure Jeſus Chriſt, 
made this noble reply ; © Fourſcore and 


| tive years | have been ſerving Chriſt, and 


he hath never done me the leaſt wrong : 
how then ſhall I blaſpheme my King and 
my Saviour ?* — Let your experience of 


the power and comforts of religion ; let 


fuch examples of ſteady piety ; let the 
near approach of death and your hopes 
of glory, all join to-make you very care- 
ful not to loſe the things that ye have | 
wrought, and ſully the honour: to which 
you have a claim. Labour after greater 
patience and contentment, greater morti- 
fication to the world, which you are 1o 
ſoon to leave, and to have your conver- 
ſation habitually in heaven, Endeavour 

= 19 
+ 2 Macc, vi, 18, &c, | 
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'to be doing all the good you can, eſpe- 
cially by bearing teſtimony to the pleaſure 
and peace, that are to be found in the 
ways of righteouſneſs, Aged chriſtians, 
(as I hinted above) are apt to be diſcou- 
raged, becauſe they think. they can do 
little for Gop. But, my ffiends, do the 
| beſt you can, out of regard to the maſter 
you ſerve, who doth not caſt off his aged 
ſervants, nor deſpiſe their feeble attempts 
to promote: his intereſts ; and who has 
promiſed that * to old age and hoar hairs 
he will bear, and carry, and deliver you, 
and never forſake you,* Do this, out of 
regard to your deſcendants, to thoſe- whom 
you leave behind, and to the ſupport of. 
religion, Endeavour, according to the 
language of the Pſalmiſt, © to bring forth 
fruit even to old age, that you may flou- 
\riſh in the courts of the Lord; ?* that 
it may be ſaid of you, as of the church 
of Thyatira ; * That your laſt works are 
more and better than the frſ#.* + Then 
will you, ſhine in the double- luſtre of age 
and holineſs, be the .ornaments of religion, 


and * come to your grave in a full age, 


like 
| F Rev, 'U, 19s 
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like as a ſhock. of corn. \S0mett in, in 
Its ſeaſon,” T 


Ir is the wiſdom of young perſons 
to EIN on the ways of righteouſneſs, 


= 626 the duty of your parents, Young 
| friends, to lead you into them and walk 


| before you in them : to keep you from 
the ways of fin, which are the ways of 
ſhame, and from the company of thoſe 
'who are walking in them to diſhonour 
and ruin. I exhort them to be careful, 
to © train you up in the way in which you 
| ſhould go, that when you are old you 
may not depart from it,” but have the 
honour of having perſevered In 1t. — Let 
me exhort all that are young to * chule 
the way of truth, and to ſtick to Goy's 
teſtimonies; to remember your creator 
in the days of your youth ;* and to be 
ſober - minded, temperate, grave, humble 
and ſerious, For conſider, you may not 
live to be old ; you' may not have time 
or inclination to change your courſe here- 
after : or if you have, it will be more 


difficult : or if you ſhould, by divine 


crace, 


+ Job V. 26, 
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' grace, conquer the difficulty and become 
holy at laſt, *the remembrance of youthful 
ſins and follies will be very painful. Io 
have devoted your beſt days, the ſtrength 
and vigour of youth, to the ſervice of 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, and 
only the dregs of your lives to Gop ; what 
a reproach will that be to you | — But 
I have very little hope of thoſe who 
forget Gop in their youthful days. Con- 
fucius, the celebrated - Chineſe philoſopher, 
_ obſerves, © He that 1s arrived at forty 
years of age, and hath hitherto been a 
ſlave to ſome criminal habit, is not in a 
condition to ſubdue it. I hold his malady 
to be incurable, and that he will perſevere 
in his crime till death.” In like manner, 
an elegant writer of our own obſerves, 
* Youth and manhood, not advanced age, 
are the proper ſtages of life for rectifying 
any wrong bent of temper. If that Sur, 
which Gop hath lighted up, doth not di/- 
pel the miſts and fogs of vice, before the 
750 of life, it is generally overcaſt for the 
whole day.* + Indeed experience ſhoweth, 
that a vain, giddy, thoughtleſs young man 


Or 
+ Secd, 
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or woman, generally makes a thought- 
leſs, ſtupid, worthleſs old one : and the 
poet's words are often verified ; * 4 youth 
of frolicks, — an old age of cards. There- 
| fore I urge your ſpeedy compliance with 
| the call of the goſpel, and your choice 
| of Gop as your maſter, guide and por- 
_ tion, —This exhortation ſhould come with 
peculiar force on the hearts of thoſe, who | 
| are deſcended from parents and anceſtors, 


renowned for piety. Conſider, you who | 


are the deſcendants of Gop's ſervants, 
what vaſt obligations you are under to 
him, for ſo diſtinguiſhing a privilege ; that 
you are accountable to him for the ad- 
vantage you enjoyed by their examples, 
_ counſels and prayers; and that this will 
agoravate your diſobedience and your ruin, 
if you forſake the Gop of your fathers. 
Conſider how deſirable it is, for your own 
ſake, that you ſhould be followers of 
them, as you would ſecure the honour of | 
aged piety. Conſider - how deſirable it 15, 
for the ſake of religion, that you ſhould 
riſe up in their room and ſtead, and that 
* the unfeigned faith, which dwelt, bs your 
# pious 
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pious anceſtors, ſhould dwell in you alſo.” Þ 
—— Upon the whole, to uſe the lan- 


guage of the Apoſtle, * this 1s my deſire, 
that every one of you do ſhow the ſame_ 


piety, diligence and patience, to the full 


aſſurance of hope unto the end; that 


ye be not ſlothful, but followers of them, 


who, thro” faith- and patience, inherit the 


_ promiſes.” & Amen, 


| { Heb, Vis 1s 12. | 


32 Tim. i, <£. 
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DISCOURSE XII, 


P"—EEs 


vat. —y 


The Joy of aged and dying Saints, in | 
leaving their Deſcendants proſperous, 
peaceful and pious, conſidered, 


ee 


4 PIPE I—_Y —— 
hs. A. eto PO POP g — 


Þ Kixos, l, 18, 


PE alſo thus ſaid the king { David J, Blej- 
ſed be the Lord” God of Iſrael, which 
hath given one to fit on my throne this 
day, mine eyes even ſeeing It. 


N OWEST thou not this of old, 
ſaith one of Fed's friends, fince 
man was placed on the earth, that the 
triumphing. of the wicked is ſhort?” 
This obſervation is illuſtrated by the hit- 
tory of Adonijah, the fon of David, of 
which the text is a part, and the end 
that was. ſo ſpeedily put to the authority, 
which he had unrighteouſly uſurped. Da- 
vid had greatly erred in his conduct to- 
wards his children ; ; eſpecially to Adonijah ; 

having 


27] 
; - having © not diſpleaſed him at. any time, 
in ſaying, Why haſt thou done ſo ? ? 
This ſpoiled youth, taking advantage of 
his father's infirmities and confinement to 
his bed, *© exalted himſelf, ſaying, I will be 
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king,” and began to uſe ſome popular me- 


thats to eſtabliſh his intereſt, He engaged 
%oab, the general of the king's forces, and 
 Abiathar, the prieſt, on his fide. Nathan, 
the prophet, who. knew that Gop had 
appointed Solomon to {ucceed David in the 


kingdom, conſults with Bathfheba his mo- 


ther, to defeat the pretender's ſcheme, 
and to ſet Solomon on the throne of his 
father. 
David of the plot, of the perſons engaged 
in it, and of what fatal conſequence it 
would be to Solomon, Bath/heba, and the 


peace and happineſs of the kingdom, if 


the plot ſhould ſucceed. David therefore 
orders that Solomon ſhould be immediately 
| anointed and proclaimed king : which 
was done, - amidſt the loudeſt acclamations 
of the people. Adonijah and his contede- 
rates heard the noiſe and ſhouting ; and, 
upon enquiry into the reaſon of it, were 
informed, that David had made Solomon 
king : 


> ODS IRR, Wes nts ——_ PITT CR > eG ORDER" WW uy DG rg ary WAA EPA. 


For this purpoſe they inform 
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king ; that Zadock the prieſt, and Nathan 
the prophet, had anointed him ; that he 
was actually ſeated on the throne; that 
the old king had received the congratula- 
tions of his courtiers and officers on this 
occaſion ; and received them with the 
greateſt pleaſure and thankfulneſs, ſaying, 
* Blefſed be the Lord Gop of 1/-ael, which 
hath given one to fit on Dy throne tis 
day, mine eyes even ſeeing it.” 

It may be ſubſervient to my preſent 
deſign, to illuſtrate the favours, which 
David here celebrates with ſo much plea- 
| fure and thankfulneſs ; — Namely, that he 
had a worthy ſon to ſucceed - him in the 
throne ; — and that he ſhould have the 
honour to ſee him ſeated there. ; 
© David bleſſed Gop, that He had even 

him a worthy ſucceſſor,* It was a fatis- 
faction to him that he was not childleſs: 
that when, for his ſin in the: matter of 
Uriah, the ſword had entered into his 
houſe, and ſlain ſeveral of his children, 
Solomon was ſpared, who was the, favou- 
rite of Gop ; He having directed Nathas 
to call him Fedidiah, or the beloved of 

_ the Lord; and that Adoni;ah's conſpiracy 
was 
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was ſoon and entirely defeated. David had | 
great fſatisfaQtion 1n Solomon's character, as 
one eminently -wiſe and good ; who © loved 
_ the Lord, walking in the ſtatutes of David - 
his father,” + and had to 7hat day done the 
commandments and judgments of Gop : | 
in whom the 1ſraclites would heartily ac- 
quieſce and rejoice, and under whoſe go- 
vernment the kingdom would be peace- 
ful, proſperous and happy. — Further, 

* David bleſſed Gop, that he had the 
ſingular honour to ſee this ſon ſeated on 
the throne of Iſrael: mine eyes even ſeeing. 
it” The conſpiracy of Adonijah ſhowed, 
that the appointment of Solomon to be 
king, by David, and even by Gop him- 
lelf, had little weight with men of tur- 
bulent and ambitious ſpirits ; who, after 
David's death, might hope to ſet aſide 
the ſucceſſion. _ He therefore looked upon 
It as a peculiar favour of Gop to T/rael, 
and eſpecially to himſelf, that his throne 
| ſhould be filled, and the peace: of the 
kingdom eſtabliſhed, during his life. He 
had thus an additional proof of Gop's 
faithfulneſs to his promule, that Solomon 


ſhould 
+ Ch, xi. 35. 4 t x Chron, xxvili, 7. 
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ſhould ſucceed him, enjoy a peaceful 
reign, and build the houſe of Gop. He 
had an opportunity of ſeeing how wiſely 
Solomon began his , reign, and how firmly 
the kingdom was eſtabliſhed in his hand. 
_ Amidft all the languor of nature, David's 
heart rejoiced in this happy ſertlement, 


and he aſcribes the praiſe to that Gon, 


from whom promotion cometh. — Let 
us put our fouls in his ſouPs ſtead, and 
think, what joy it muſt give to a dying 
prince, whole love to Gop, to his worſhip 
and to I/rael, was ſo ſtrong, to ſee his 
throne filled by ſo wiſe and worthy a ſuc- 
 ceſſor, and the hearts of all 1Fae!, except a | 
few deſperate men, united to him : then 
we ſhall not wonder that David, with ſuch 
ardent devotion, bleſſed the Lord GoD of 
Iſrael for io happy an event. 

From the words thus connefed, we may | 
naturally draw this obſervation, * That it 
is matter of great joy and thankfulneſs 
to aged chriſtians, when they are dying, 
to leave. their families” iri proſperous and 
peaceful circumſtances ; and eſpecially, | 
riſing up in their ſtead to ſerve Gop and 
{ſupport religion.” I propole, 


I, To 
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1. To illuſtrate this obſervation. 


11. To ſhow why fuch a proſpedt | gives 
ſo much pleaſure to aged ſaints ; — and 


_ then draw ſome uſeful inferences from 


_ the ſubject, 


'1.1n aver to illuſtrate this obſervation, 


it may be proper and uſeful to obſerve, 


that it 1s a pleaſure to an aged, dying 
chriſtian, to leave his deſcendants in proſ-. 


perous circumſtances ; — it is a greater 
_ pleaſure to him to leave them in peace 
and love, but —his greateſt joy is to leave 
them in the way of holineſs, and zealous 
for the intereſt of religion. 


1. It is a pleaſure to an aged, dying 
chriſtian, to leave his family in proſpe- 
rous circumſtances, 


It is the charafter of a ood man, that 
he is not a lover of this world, nor 
anxiouſly ſolicitous about future events; 
Nevertheleſs, he conſiders himſelf as obli- 
ged, by the laws of nature, reaſon and the 
goſpel, to provide for thoſe of his own 
houſe ; 


'N  _neceſlaries 


not only to furniſh them with the 
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neceſlaries of life, while he i liveth, but 


lay up for them ſuch a ſhare of its good 


things as he can, conſiſtent with their 
preſent ſupport and comfort, and the 


- other demands, which his great Lord hath 


upon him, He 1s. not ſolicitous to heap 
up ſo much wealth for them, as may be 
likely to make them idle, proud and 
luxurious ; but only ſo much as may fix 


them comfortably in the world ; in that 


middle ſtation, which may .be moſt friend- 
ly to their piety and happineſs. He re- 


collects, with pleaſure and thankfulneſs, 
that Gop hath Z/zfſed his labour; that 
| his children will not be left deſtitute and 


helpleſs, and expoſed to all the temp- 
tations of poverty. He is particularly 


pleaſed and thankful, that what he leaves 


his family is the fruit of his honeſt induſtry : 
chat he hath no il]-gotten money among 
his ſubſtance, to bring a curſe upon it: 
that he hath not defrauded the king, his 


dealers, or workmen, of their . dues : that 


he hath given Chriſt's miniſters and the 
poor, ſuch a ſhare of his ſubſtance, As 
he thought in his conſcience he ought to 
do, in proportion to the degree in which 

D providence 
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providence had favoured him. He is glad 
that, ia conſequence of this, his family 
will be likely to have the bleſſing of Gop, 
with what he leaves them. He rejoiceth 
in that declaration of Solomon, * The Juſt 
man walketh in his. aa his children 
are bleſſed afrer him ;* + and he -dieth 
with a full perſuaſion, that it will be. 
confirmed to his children, 


2. It is a greater pleaſure to him ta 
leave his deſcendants in unity and love. 


David had ſeen and felt much of the 
fatal miſchiefs of diſcord in his own fa- 
mily : but he hoped the ſettlement of ſo 
wiſe and benevolent a prince as Solomon 
-on the throne, would eſtabliſh and ſecure 
its peace, Contentions and quarrels, be- 
Ween whomſoever they happen, are prie- 
vous to all the ſons of peace ; diſhonour- 
able to religion, and injurious to .its 
power : but "between thoſe of the ſame 
itock and family, they are moſt ſhameful _ 
and pernicious. The aged ſaint, when he 
is going to the world of peace,” is de- 

hohted & ſce his deſcendants peaceful and 
N 2 Friendly z 


+, Prov, x*, 7» 
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friendly ; loving as brethren ; courteous and 
kind one to another. It would greatly em- 
bitter his dying moments, if he had reaſon 
to fear, that, after his deceaſe, they would 


+ fall out by the way; * or, if prudence 


kept them from open contentions, would 


manifeſt that coldneſs and indifference one 


to another, which is inconſiſtent with bro- 


therly love, and would prevent their hearty 


concurrence in proper meaſures for their 


mutual ' benefit, or even the advancement. 


of religion. But he departs in peace, when 
he ſeeth reaſon to believe, that they will 


_ © dwell together 77 wnity;* abound in good 


offices to one another ; and that there will 


| be no ſtrife nor emulation between them, 
except 1t be that laudable one, who ſhall 


do moſt for the honour and comfort of 


_ the family, and to promote each others beſt 


intereſt. T This leads me to add, 
3. It is his greateſt joy to leave his 


_ deſcendants in the , way of holineſs, and 
_ zealous for the ſupport of religion. 


——__— 
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| t The celebrated Philip de Mornay, lord Pleſſs, ſaid with an air 
of chearfulneſs, juſt before his death, * 1 am arrived at the height 


of comfort, ſince I die with the aurance of leaving oe among 
my children,” 
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1 doubt not but David's heart exulted | 


and gave thanks, for Solomon's ſettlement 
on the throne, . principally becauſe he had 
all encouragement to believe, that this his 


ſon would continue to walk in Gop's : 


ſtatutes, as he had hitherto done ; would 
build him a houſe, eſtabliſh his worſhip, 
and promote truth, juſtice and piety thro' 
all Iſrael. And, next to the good hope 
of his own eternal ſalvation, there 1s 


nothing can give the heart of a pious. 


parent higher delight than ſuch a proſ- 
pe&t as this. * A wiſe ſon, ſaith Solomon, 


maketh a glad father. The father of a_ 


wiſe child always rejoiceth in him;?* ef- 


pecially when he is quitting the ſtage of 


life, and can do no more for the church 
of Gop, than pour out his prayers for 
its proſperity. How is the heart of an 
aged dying chriſtian wounded, even when 


he hath a comfortable hope that he is. 
_ entering on eternal reſt, to think that he 


leaves wicked and oraceleſs children be- 
. hind him! degenerate plants! who, not- 
withſtanding all his care and culture, bring 
torth only wild grapes; who will be the 
grief of the righteous, a diſhonour to the 
N 3 _ family 
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family from which they ſpring, and to 
2 chriſtian profeſſion ; z and who may be 
inſtruments of corrupting others, and thus 
_ aggravating their own ruin ! On the other 
hand, his joy and gratitude can ſcarcely 
be expreſſed, when he feeth his children, 
under the influence of religious principles 
and divine grace, knowing the Gop of 
their fathers, and not only eſcaping the 
pollutions that are 1n the world thro? luſt, 
| but deeply concerned to ſecure an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt and the ſalvation of their 
touls ; giving themſelves to prayer, and 
_ attending diligently and ſeriouſly on the 
publick means of grace : when he ſeeth 
them fixed in uſeful ſtations ; ruling their 
| houſes well; ſupporting religion by their 
countenance and purſe, and adorning 1t by 
their lives, — Thus he hath juſt reaſon to 
conclude, that they are ſo well eftabliſhed 
as not. to be moved from their ſteadfaſt-' 
neſs. In conſequence of this, he can moſt 
- chearfully commit them to the divine 
care and faithfulneſs, leave them ſecure 
and happy in the friendſhip of Gop, and 
in the way to heaven. He can confidently 
adopt the dying wards of Foſeph to his 


brethren 
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brethren and poſterity z <1 die: but Gop 
will ſurely viſit you, and bring you to 
the land, which he hath promiſed.” Þ 
Thus do dying ſaints rejoice and give 
thanks, when they leave their deſcendants 
' in eaſy and peaceful circumſtances, and 
eſpecially when they ſee them riſing up, 
in their ſtead, to ſerve Gop and {ſupport 
religion, —1I 80 0n to conſider, 


I Why ſuch a proſpect oiverts ſo 
much Joy to aged and dying chriſtians,— 
Now this joy ariſeth, partly from their 
natural love to their deſcendants z, — but 
chiefly from their concern for the honour 
of Gop and Chriſt, and for the continu- 
ance and ſpread of religion ; —and from 
their expectation of meeting them again in 

a | better world. 


1, This joy ariſeth, in part, from their 
natural love to their deſcendants. 


Gop hath implanted in all creatures a 
ſtrong affeftion to their offspring ; in 
_ order that they may preſerve and ſuſtain 
them, till they are capable of providing 
tor chemſelyes. This natural inſtinct or 
N 4 ” affection 

| 2 Gen, 1, 24, 
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affection is, in good men, fantified by 
religion, It is under the government of 
a ſtronger and nobler principle : : a prin- 
ciple, which leads parents to conſult the 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare of their off. 
ſpring. The care which they take of | 
_ their children is attended with great de- 
light; and even their folicitude about 
them hath its pleaſure. But when they | 
have a regard to their children's happi- 

neſs, not merely thro* natural affeQtion, 
| but from conſidering them as rational 
immortal creatures, capable of | enjoying | 
the greateſt intellectual felicity, or liable 
ro the moſt exquiſite miſery, and that 
for ever; it turns the ſtream of natural 
_ affection into a proper channel : and 
hence, they have no greater joy than to ſee. 
them ſerious and holy. Thus their chil- 
dren become dear to them, by a ſtronger 
and more engaging tie, than that of na- 
ture ; even their common relation to 
Gov, as their Father and Friend ; and to 
Jeſus, as their Redeemer and Saviour. 
The real chriſtian, from a (conviction that 
godlineſs is profitable to all things, ha- 


ving the promiſe of the life, that now % 
an 
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and. that which is to come, urgeth his 
deſcendants by all perſuaſive arguments, 
to follow after #; and when he ſeeth, 
that, thro* a divine. bleſſing, his inſtruc- 
tions are not vain, he rejoiceth over them 
with great Joy. 


2. The concern, which FInY chriſtians 


feel for the honour of Gop and Chriſt, 
and for the continuance and ſpread of 
religion, increaſeth this joy. | 


1T mention theſe together, becauſe the 
latter is the natural, neceſſary conſequence 
_ of the former. The great obje&t of a 


good man's defire is, © that Gop in all 


things may be glorified through Jeſus 
Chriſt ;* that his perfettions may be ſeen. 
and manifeſted in the world, eſpecially 


by the ſpread of his glorious goſpel ; 


_ and that he may receive that reverence, 
' homage and love, which is due to him 


from all his rational, eſpecially his -re- 
deemed, creatures. He rejoiceth, that, in 
order to. this, Gop will have a ſucceſſion 
of faithful ſervants in every age, and that 
the number of the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfe&t; will be continually increa-. 
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ſing by colonies removed from this earth. 
In this view it is a pleaſing refleCtion to 


him, that he hath been an inſtrument of 
producing and training up a race of ra- 


_ tional immortal beings, to ſerve and glo- 
rify Gop, to improve in holineſs, and 


ripen for eternal glory, — The good man 


| hath ſuch an ardent affection to the Re- 
deemer, and feels ſo much of the con- 
ſtraining influences of his dying love, that 
he earneſtly prays for the proſperity of 


his church; and he labours, according to 
his ſtation and ability, to promote the in- 


| tereſt of his Lord and Saviour. In this 


view, he rejoiceth that his own deſcen- 
dants belong to Jeſus; that their names 
are written in the /aml's book of life, 
as well as enrolled among the members 
of his church below ; and that they are 
a - part of that ſeed, which ſhall /erve 
Chriſt, and declare his mighty works and 


amazing grace to their children. — The 


aged chriſtian feels ſo ſincere and ſtrong 
an affettion to all his fellow-creatures, 
whom he is leaving behind, that he de- 


— Lghts in the proſpect of religion's being 


lupported - and maintained among na” 
hs 
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It is his heart's deſire and prayer for 
| them all, that they may be ſaved; that 
as one generation . paſſeth away and ano- 
ther cometh, there may be in each a 
large number of holy zealous chriſtians, 
who ſhall be like the falt of the earth, to 
| keep it from general corruption ; or like 
a little leaven hid in a heap of meal, to 
leaven the whole maſs, It 1s his Joy to 
think, that tho* he is dying, religion is not 

dying with him ; that zhat will ſurvive 
and continue 1n the town and neighbour- 
hood, to which he 1s related ; and eſpe- 
cally in his own family, He hath a 
chearful hope, that there will be ſome, 
who may inherit his name and eſtate thro? 
future generations, that will uphold the 
cauſe of truth, liberty, holineſs and peace ; 
be pillars in the houſe of Gor, and the 
Joy of ſucceeding miniſters in it. The 
more the dying chriſtian loveth Gov: and. 
his ways, his houſe and worſhip, the more 
pleaſed and thankful he is, that there are 
thoſe rifing up in his place. and ſtead, 
who will have the ſame love and care, 
and be the ſupport of religion, when he 
15 laid in the duſt, But the principal 
| Ns6 _ ground 
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ground of his ; joy and LO on this OC 
caſion 1s, 


.. His proſpe& of meeting his pious 
deſcendants again In the heavenly world. 


| It is a moſt reviving and glorious CON- 
folation, which the goſpel affords to dying 
| faints, that when they part with their 
pious friends and relatives, it is not an 
eternal ſeparation : it is indeed but a ſhort 
one, For when Chriſt ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, there ſhall be © a gathering 
together of all his ſaints unto him ; * + and 
he will ſo range and diſpoſe them 1n the 
| heavenly manſions, that thoſe who were 
united in the bonds of pious friendſhip 


here, ſhall be happy in the renewed ac- 


quaintance and ſociety of each other, and 


ſhall be ever with one another and with 
_ the Lord. What can be more cutting to 


"© pious, tender, affectionate parent, when 
putting off the body, than to look on 
his children, or other near relations, and 

- to think, © Theſe, I fear, I ſhall never fee 
| more; except it be in circumſtances of 
anguiſh and deſpair at the bar of Chriſt, 


and muſt bear my teſtimony againſt - their 


obſtinacy 
x 2 Thel, ii, I, 
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 obſtinacy and incorrigibleneſs in that ſo- 
lemn day.” But, O, with what joy doth 
the dying chriſtian look round on his. 
pious dutiful children, when he thinks 
that he ſhall ſoon meet them again in the 
preſence of Chriſt, with their graces in- 
finitely improved, and all their imperfec- 
tions done away : that he ſhall have the 
honour and joy of preſenting them to 
Chriſt, and ſaying ; © Behold here am I, 
and the children which thou haſt gra- 
_ ciouſly given me ; which I have trained 
up for theey and, being redeemed by thy 
blood and fſanctified by thy Spirit, are 
now meet for the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light ! This inheritance I ſhall ſhare 
with them for ever; and my joys will 
multiply upon me, by the ſight of every 
child that is a partaker of it. ©] die, 
doth he ſay to them, but my Gop will 
be with you and bring us together again 
fo part no more.” Who can expreſs the 
Joy, which a dying faint feels in ſuch a 
proſpett as this! — His natural, his ſanc= 
tified, love to his deſcendants z — his con- 
cern for the honour of his Gop and 


vaviour, and for the continuance and - 
| _ peas 


| 
| 
| 
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ſpread of religion ; — and his. expe&tion 
of a joytul meeting, and an eternal abode, 
with his beloved offpring 1 in the heavenly 
world, lay a juſt foundation for his Joy 
and thankfulneſs, even in death itſelf, — 
-IT am now to conclude the ſubject with 
- ſome uſeful Inferences. | 


INFERENCES. 


1. It ſhould be the earneſt deſire, and 
' diligent care, of all parents, that they 
may have this joy. 


What hath been ſaid on this fabjegt 
ſhould be a motive to them, to- watch 


_ over the temper and education of their 


children with the utmoſt attention ; that 
they may not have their declining years, 


and particularly their dying hours, em- 
| bittered by painful refle&tions and prof- 
pets. Gop hath committed' to you, Chriſ- | 
tian parents, immortal ſouls, which he 


requireth you to train up for him; and 


' your own happineſs very much depends 


on this work being well done ;. eſpecially 
your comfort in departing from this world. 
Reaſon and daily obſervation tell you, that 


"= you muſt die, and kave your families. 


_ You 


\ 
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You will then want every conſolation, 
Sincere religion in the heart will then ſup- 
port It 3: and good men, in theſe circum- 

| ſtances, have been enabled to rejoice, that, 
© tho? their houſes were not ſo with Gop 
as they could wiſh, yet he hath made with 
them an everlaſting 'covenant, ordered in 

all things and ſure, which 1s all their fal- 
vation and all their deſire,” But even then 
their hearts have felt a mingled bitterneſs, 
when the charaQter of their children hath _ 
been bad, or very doubtful, —— Let me, 
therefore, with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs, urge 
you, to © train up your children in ww | 
nurture and admonition of ' the Lord; 

_ that you znſtruf#? and admoni/h them, as 
David did Solomon, to * know the Gop of 
their fathers, and ſerve him with an up- - 
right and willing heart.” Frequently re- 

mind them, -what a joy it will be to you 
to ſee them truly religious ; ſo that if 
they have any gratitude, any compaſſion, 
or any ſenſe. of decency, they may give 

you this joy, and may be, and do, that, 
which will ſoften your dying bed. — La- 
bour to inſtruct and accuſtom them to 


rule 
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rule their ſpirits. and -govern their "IAN ; 
_ to live in peace, and- love one another , 

and often inculcate upon | them, * how 
' good and pleaſant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.” — Let your own 
 conduf} be holy and unblameable, that no 
* iniquity of your's -may be Jaid up for 
your childrenz” + and that they may daily 
| ſee in you the amiableneſs and excellency 


of holineſs. Let them obferve, that you 


| are liberal to thoſe who are in neceſſity, 
zealous to ſupport religion, and ready to 
_ every. © good deed for the houſe of Gop, 
and the offices thereof” This will not 
_ only be a pattern to them, but be likely 
to bring_a blefling upon your family, in- 
ſtead of hurting it. The righteous, faith 
David, is ever merciful and lendeth, and 
_ tas ſeed 18 bleſſed. F The pious Dr. Anneſ/ly, 
when ,one of his friends hinted to him, 
that his charity was too great, conſidering 
the number of his _ children, anſwered, 


« You quite miſtake the matter : I am __ 


laying up portions for my children.' — 


Again, be careful to ſupport your autho- 
rity 


+ Job xxi, 196 OW 2 Pſalm xxxvii. 26, 
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rity in your families, and to reſtrain the 
appearance of evil, without rigour on the 


| one hand, or exceſſive indulgence on the 


| other. It is no wonder, that Adonijah 
rebelled againſt Gop and * David, when 
* his father had never diſpleaſed him at 
any time, in ſaying, Why haſt thou done 
ſo?” had never corrected nor even re- 


proved him.— To all your endeavours to 
promote the piety of your children, add 


your daily and earneſt prayers to the Gor 


of all grace, for his bleſſing upon them, 
Thus David prayed, * Give unto Solomon, 
my ſon, a perfe& heart, Now, Lord, let 


| it pleaſe thee to bleſs the houſe of thy 
ſervant? You have thus encouragement 
_ to hope, that your labour will not be vain; 


_ that your children will grow up, as plants 
of righteouſneſs ; that you will leave them 


| behind you with much ſarisfaCtion, and 


that they will be your glory, joy and 
crown of rejoicing, at | the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


2. Aged chriſtians, who have this Joy, 


ought to be very thankful. 


Bleſs 


- We may infer, 


« f if 
. . + Y 
- « 
I E on RY > os TS. Is Dn BIT er Ss > pm OFTEN o ms = -- : - = _—_ 5 —— 5 
Ao aipiendior. Doepinirw ITE ;,_- 42 — , - tY = Rd Pg : > Y _—_ be” 4 yp TE ART NET PIE 
GN aaa diana _ COT _ " RISE: Tr EY EE i * 


os ſprang 


age. he - Jo of aged Saints S. 12, 


Bleſs the Lord Gov of Ifrael, as Da. 
vid did, that he hath given,.you dutiful 
and religious children, and ſpared you to 
" Be + witneſſes of 'their holy converſation, 
You know too much of yourſelves, of 
human nature in its preſent corrupt ſtate, 
and of the word of Gop, to aſcribe the 
piety of your offspring to any thing pe- 
culiarly gentle and. traftable in their ſpi- 
its ; to- any uncommon prudence or ſkill 
in your inſtructions ; to any thing remark- 
ably engaging in your example. Even 
| ſuch advantages come from Gop, the Fa- 
| ther of -our ſpirits. He put an affeCtion 
for them, and care of them, into your 
hearts; His Spirit opened their minds to 
receive religious impreſſions, and made 
your pious labours effeftual for their con- 
: verſion and holineſs, Adore divine grace, 
which hath conferred ſuch a diſtinguiſhing 
favour upon you. — To excite and cheriſh 
your gratitude, conſider how many pious 
parents are mourning over. their Abſaloms 
and Adonijahs ; their diſobedient and re- 
bellious children, They have no other ſa- 


| xaTion but this ; 9000 Smeg ar 
that 
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that perhaps divine grace may turn their 
hearts hereafter : or if not, that * their 
own work is with the Lord, and their 
reward with their Gop :* and that in the 
other world, they ſhall be -ſo like Chriſt 
in holineſs, as to feel no more painful _ 
ſenſations on account of the wickedneſs 
even of their own children ; but ſhall, 
with calm  approbation, behold. their final 
doom, when Chriſt ſhall bid them depart. 
Such diſtreſſed chriſtians claim our ten-_ 
dereſt pity and earneſt prayers, — Let thoſe 
whom Gop hath honoured with pious chil- 
dren, and ſpared to ſee them eſtabliſhed in_ 
the way of holineſs, celebrate his loving- | 
kindneſs in life and death. And let them 
conſider all their joy on this account, as 
a ſtrong obligation upon them, to employ 
_ their remaining time and ſtrength, in en- 
deavouring to promote higher degrees of 
piety, zeal and uſefulneſs, in thoſe that ſhall 
come after them. —— Let me infer, | 


3. It is the duty of young porous to 


fulfil their parents” ]0y. | 
-: Jet 
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_ Let them. be ſolicitous to cheriſh and 
manifeſt thoſe graces and ' diſpoſitions, 
which will - afford their parents much com. 
fort, eſpecially when they are aged and 
dying. *© The father of the righteous, 
faith Solomon, ſhall greatly rejoice, and he 


that bepgetteth a wiſe child ſhall have } Joy 


of him. Thy father and thy mother ſhall 
-. BY glad, and ſhe that bare thee ſhall re- 
| Joice.* F I might urge this upon you, - 
Young friends, by many conſiderations, — 
You owe it in gratitude to Gop, who hath 
fo ordered it, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, | that you ſhould deſcend from a 
pious ſtock, and enjoy innumerable ad- 
vantages, which the greater part, even'of 
_ the chriſtian world, want. — You owe-this 


in gratitude to your parents, to whom. you 


can never render ſufficient thanks, or 
_ perform equivalent ſervices. Think of 
. all the pains and ſorrows, which your | 
tender and affef&tionate mothers have en- 
dured to bring yow into the world, to 
nurſe and rear you. Think of their ma- 
ny fatiguing days and ſleepleſs nights. 
| Think 


t Prov, xiii, 24, 2 Go 


S, 12, #n leaving pious Deſcendants, 201 
Think of the toils and cares of your 
parents, thro' a ſeries of years, to pro- 
cure your ſubſiſtence, health and comfort, 
Think of the expences of your educa- 
| tion; the ſolicitude, with which they have 
| been continually following you ; the exhor- 
tations, counſels and reproofs they have 
given you; and all the ſighs and tears, the | 
concern and anxiety, which you may have 


coſt them. And will you be ſo unnatu- | 
ral, baſe and cruel, as to deſpiſe all thisz |} 


_ to. render them evil for ſo much good; 
unkindneſs and even hatred for all this 
love, and © bring down their gray hairs 
with ſorrow to the grave?* Surely, you 
will not, can not, be-ſo wicked. If you 
are, you will be abhorred by all the. wiſe 
and good; F and the great Gop, who 

as wy hath 


T In what light the Heathen conſidered ingratitude and dif- 
 refpeft to parents, may be learned from the following paſſage, - 
© Knoweſt thou not, ſaid Socrates, that the Republick concerns 
not herſelf with common ingratitude, But if any one be diſre- 
ſpedtful to his parents, there is a puniſhment .for ſech ingrati- 
tude, The laws reje& him as an outlaw, and will not receive 
him into any publick office, Such a one is incapable of perform- 
ng any great aCtion, or diſtributing juſtice, They who contemn 
their parents will be blamed and abandoned by all the world. 


— 


a 


- 
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hath ſeen all the concern of your parents 
for you, * bottled all their tears,” + and te. - 
giſtered all 'their exhortations and prayers 
in his book of remembrance, will moſt 
awfully puniſh. you. He may, perhaps, 
repay you in kind, by ſuffering you to 
have undutiful and rebellious children ; 
who may be worſe than yourſelves, and 
_ to publick infamy and execution, 
* your eyes even ſeeing it He will, 
however, certainly make Tour ' plagues 
wonderful in the future ſtate, Let thoſe, 
| who have hitherto forſaken the counſel of 
their pious parents, and been * a heavi- 
neſs of heart unto them,* think on their 
_ ways, repent and return to the Lord ; that 
at length their parents* forrow may be 
turned into joy, to fee their children, who 
were ſpiritually dead, made ahve, and 


thoſe, who were loſt, tound, Thoſe 
"2 


% hi 


If men ſee thee to be ungrateful to thy parents, they will not 
believe that thou wilt be grateful to others. Tt is particulazly 
examined, concerning candidates for offices, Whether they have 
been reſpeful and grateful to their parents,” A7rophen, Memor, 
Lai, Co fi, Se 13, 14. | 

+ Pſalm lyi, 8. 
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of 'you, who have choſen the - way of [| 
trath, begun well, and raiſed the ex- 
pectation of -your parents, miniſters, and _ | 
other , chriſtian friends, be careful, that 
| you do not diſappoint us. Let not your 
goodneſs be * as the morning cloud and 
early dew, that paſſeth away ;* but la- 
bour to improve in wiſdom and piety; q 
to grow in the knowledge of Chriſt cru- Ul 
cified, and to live by faith in him. To a 
this end, © be not high-minded but fear, N 
| and watch and pray, that ye enter not | 
| Into temptation ;* that you may be more A 
and more the joy of all that love Chriſt 
and his cauſe z; and eſpecially that your 
parents may have encreaſing comfort in 
you, and may bleſs Gop for you with 
their dying breath. It is mentioned, as 
an amiable part of the character of the 
judicious Mr. Richard Hooker, that he uſed 
to ſay, * If I had no other reaſon and 
motive for being religious, I would ſtrive 
earneſtly to be ſo, for the ſake of my 
aged mother, that I may requite her care 
of me, and cauſe the widow's . heart to 
ling for joy.* — I conclude with addreſ- 
ſing 
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ſing you, in the words of Solomon, with 
2 truly paternal - tenderneſs and concern, 


* My fon, if thine heart be Mee: " heart 
ſhall Tezoice, even mine.” + | 


| + Prov, wal | 


vs 
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The Hand of Gop in removing our 
Friends and Acquaintance far from us, 
conſidered and: Umproved. 
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Lover thd friend haſt Thou put far FN 
me, and. _ mine acquainzance into dark- 


meſs. 


EXT to thei joys of religion, thoſe 
4 V of friendſhip are moſt rational, ſub- 
lime and ſatisfactory. But they, like all 
other earthly joys, have their mixtures 
ard allays, and are very precarious. Ne | 
are often called to weep with our friends, 
and] ſometimes to weep over them. Grief | 
and tears for their death, are the ſad tri- 
bute we pay for loving and being be- 
loved, and living long in this world. — 
This ſeems to have been the caſe with the 
author of- this melancholy. pſalm, where 
our text 1s, He was exerciſed with great 
O afflictions 
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'A alttiidices of body, and deep. diſtreſs of 
mind. * His ſoul was full of troubles, 
and his life drew nigh to the grave, He 
was ſhut up and confined by com gp ps 
and pain, and; could not ' go forth, * 
his buſineſs or pleaſure, to the focial or or 
ſolemn aſſembly, V. 3-8, He adds, that 
© he had been  AROIEG and ready to die 
from his youth up;* v. 15. which ſeems 
to intimate that he was now an old man. 
| Some of his acquaintance and friends had 
_ deſerted him, and * he was become an 
abomination to them,” v. 8. They would 
not aſſiſt him, nor afford him the com- 
fort of a friendly viſit, and the cheap 
kindneſs of a foft, compaſſionate word. 
Others of them,, who would have been 
faithful and kind to him in his diſtreſs, 
were taken our of the world :. and this, 
at a time when, thro* age and infirmities, 
he peculiarly needed their company and 
aſſiſtance. To this he refers in the text; 
and with this he concludes the pſalm, as 
the heavieſt ſtroke of all : © Lover and 
friend haſt thou put far from me, and 
mine acquaintance into darkneſs.* This 
is a common. caſe ; and frequently oe 
| __ caſe 


% 
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caſe of the Aged. It is no unuſual thing 
for old people to out-live their neareſt 
relations ; the companions of their lives ; 
their children, and ſometimes their grand- 


children too : and they are, as the Pſal- 


miſt expreſſeth” it, © like a ſparrow alone 
upon the houſe top.* As I am now par- 
ticularly addrefſing the Aged, I propoſe to 


_ conſider this very affliftive caſe ; and ſug- 


geſt ſome thoughts and advices to them, 


which 1 hope, thro' a divine bleſling, 
will concur, with the ſorrow of the coun- 
_ tenance, to make the heart better. 
I ſhall, thetefore: 


' I. Conſider the heavy affliction, with 
which the Pſalmiſt was viſited. 


II. His devout acknowledgement of the 


hand of Gop in it : —and then, add ſome 
uſeful refleftions from the ſubject. 


I. I am to conſider the heavy affliction, 
with which the Pſalmiſt was viſited. 


It will be proper here to conſider, the 
perſons he ſpeaks of, and what was be- 
come of them. — The perſons ſpoken of 
Were, his acquaintance, friends and lovers. 


.O 2. Man 
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Man is a creature formed for ſociety : he 
could not ſubſſt without it; or if he 
| could, would be a miſerable being. . There 
1s ſome comfort 1 in having, what we call, 
_ acquaintance ;, eſpecially if they are ſen- 
{tble, neighbourly, well-behaved © perſons, 
' The common intercourſes of life, viſits 
and converſation, have their pleaſures. 
They tend to remove the roughneſs of the 
mind, to increaſe our knowledge of hy- 
man nature, exerciſe our ſocial affections, 
_ and promote civility and love, Even from 
acquaintance we may often want and de- 
rive aſſiſtance. But the original word, | 
rendered acquaintance in the text, 1s 1n 
other places tranſlated &kinsfolk and fami- 
lier friends : and, compared with the other 
words here uſed, ſhoweth, that the Plal- 
miſt doth not ſo much refer to thoſe, with 
whom he had a general acquaintance only, 
as to thoſe to whom he was allied by 
blood or friendſhip, and for whom he 
| had a tender affection, The ties of na- 
ture are ſtrong and endearing. Where 

erſons deſcend ' from the ſame ſtock, and 
Fans grown up together, there 1s generally 


4 moſt intimate friendſhip formed between 
| them 
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them. The ties of friendſhip, where there 
is No Previous relation, are often more 
render and ſtrong, than thoſe of nature : 
and, as Solomon obſerveth, «* There is a 
friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother.” 
When perſons have had long experience of 
each other's temper, and there hath been 
a free communication of counſels, joys 
and griefs; when they have, by a ſeries. 
_ of kind offices thro* many years, aſſiſted 
one another in difficulties and perplexi- 
ties, and been intent upon promoting each 
other's wiſdom, holineſs and credit, — their 
hearts are knit rogether in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, and the principles of gratitude, 
honour, love and piety confirm the union, 
Such friends and relatives the Pſalmift 
had enjoyed ; and — that he enjoyed them 
#0 longer, was the afflition, which he ſo 
patherically laments in the text, They 
were put far from him ; removed to a 
diſtance. — To loſe the company of ſuch 
triends is painful ; for according to an 
Arebian proverb, © The preſence of a friend 
brightens the eye* and gladdens the heart. 
| —To loſe their counſel and advice is pain- 
ful, To be deprived of thoſe in whoſe 
O23 faithful 


310 The Hand of Gop in removing S. 1% 
faithful breaſts we could repoſe our ſecrets 
and our confidence ; who would mildly 
_ reprove our errors and wiſely dire& our 
ſteps; who: would remove ſome- of our 
grievances by their affiſtance, and lighten 
the reſt by their ſympathy ; who would 
leſſen our cares and double our joys — 
_ this 1s to a friendly heart very grievous, 
— Tt is painful to a pious mind, to loſe the 
fight of their good works and examples : 
. for £ as 1ron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the 
countenance of a man, his friend. It 
keepeth his graces alive and active, and ex- 
cites a laudable emulation ro excel. Tho' 
our friends were ſo ſituated by that pro-. 
vidence, which fixeth the bounds of men's 
habitation, that we could ſeldom fee and 
converſe. with them, it was a pleaſure and 
advantage to us to hear from them, and 
to read the friendſhip and piety of their 
| hearts in their letters. To know that 
they were daily mindful of us in their 
Prayers, and to have kept up the beſt kind 
of correſpondence, by mutual addreſles to 
the throne of Grace for each other's wel- 
fare, tended to ſtrengthen our mutual ai- 
feftion, and prevent that decay of friend- 
ſhip 
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ſhip, which diſtance and abſence are apt 
to occaſion, To be deprived of their cor- 
reſpondence and prayers, is therefore ano- 
ther painful circumſtance in their removal | 
from 'us. — But what chiefly afflicted the 
Plalmiſt, and will aflift every generous 
heart, was, that his friends and lovers 
_ were removed into darkneſs ; that is, to 
the grave, which is called in fcripture, . 
_ © the land of darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
death: a land of darkneſs, as darkneſs 
itſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, with- 
cut any order or ſucceſſion ; and where 
the light is as darkneſs. + They were put 
ſo far from him, that he could ſee them 
no more; were dead and buried out of 
| his fight; neither would one of their 
friends on earth any more behold them,— 
Thus are our friends put into darkneſs. 

The eyes that uſed to ſparkle with plea- 
ture, where we met after a long abſence, 
are cloſed in death. The voice, that uſed 
to delight and edify us, is ſealed up in 
everlaſting ſilence, There is no conver-. 
ling with them perſonally nor by letters. 
Not lands and ſeas divide us from them, 
| O 4 bug 


F Job x. 21, 22, 


| F 
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but regions of vaſt, unknown ſpace, which 
we cannot yet paſs over ; and which they 
cannot, and indeed would not, tread back, 
_ as much as they loved us. We have no | 
_ way of conveying intelligence to them or 
receiving it from them. Perhaps they were | 
put far from us in their youth, or in the 

midſt of their days and uſefulneſs ; when 
we promiſed ourſelves many years of plea- 
ſure in their friendſhip and converſe, and 
expected many years of ſervice from them, 


_ for their families, for the church and as 4 


world. Alas ! one awful, fatal ftroke hath 
broke down all the pleaſing fabrick of love 
and happineſs, — But theſe are refleftions, 
which muſt not be dwelt upon. When 
_ they begin to grow very paintul, as they 

Joon will, it is time to turn our thoughts 
to that, which is the ſecond thing obſerva- | 
ble 1n the text; namely, 


© 9 The Pſalmiſt's devout acknowledge- 
ment of, the hand of Go 1 in this affliction. 


* Thou haſt put, them far from me.” This 
good man, thro* the whole pſalm, | afcri- 
beth all bis afflictions, and particularly the 
death of his friends, to the hand of _ 

e 
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He takes no notice of their diſeaſes : he 
neither blames them for imprudence and 
delay, nor thoſe who attended them for 
neglect or miſapplication : but looks be- 
yond all ſecond cauſes to the great Lord 
of all; owns him as the ſupreme ſove- 
reign of every life, and diſpoſer of every 
event. And we ſhall do well to make 
\. this idea of the bleſſed Gop familiar to 
_ minds, as It is at once moſt inſtruc- 
| tive ard moſt comfortable, = 
The Holy Scriptures confirm the dic- 
tates of reaſon upon this ſubje&; aſſuring 
us, that © Gop maketh peace and createth 
evil ; — that out of the mouth of the Lord 
proceedeth evil and good ; * — that the 
moſt caſual events are under his direction, 
fo, that © not a ſparrow falleth to, nor 
lighteth on, the ground without him ; 
much leſs do his rational creatures and 
cuidren die, without his notice and ap- 
pointment, By whatever dilcaſes or "caſual- 
ties they die; it is Gop who © taketh away 
their breath ; changgl Their countenance, 
and ſendeth them into darkneſs. With 
awiul. majeſty Gop claimeth this as his 
prerogative : * Behold I, even 1, am He. 
LS I 
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I kill and I make alive : 1 wound and 
I heal; neither is there any who can de. 


liver .out of my hand.* + — He removeth 


our friends, who hath a right to do it, 


They were our friends, but they are his 
Creatures ; and may He not do what He 


will with his own? . He gave them life 
of his free goodneſs, and He hath a right 
to remand it when he pleaſeth, — Dear as 
they were to us, we muſt acknowledge, 


_ they were ſinners; and, as ſuch, had for- 


teited their lives to the juſtice of Gov : 
and ſhall not He determine when to take 
them away ?—They were our friends ; but 


do we not hope and believe, that, by re- 


pentance, faith in Chriſt, and JanEtifying 
grace, they were become #is:friends too ? 
dear to him by many indiffoluble- ties ? 


Hath He not then a fſuperiour claim to. 


them, and a greater intereſt in them ? Is. 
it not fit that He ſhould be ſerved firſt ? 
May He not call home his friends, when 
he pleaſeth ? Shall He wait for, or aſk, 
our conſent firſt ? — He doth it, whom we 
can not, dare not, gainſay. * Behold, He 


taketh away, who can hinder him ? .Who 
will 


+ Deut, xxxits 39+ 
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will ſay unto him, what doeſt thou ? * + — 
He doth it, who is infuntely good and wiſe z, 
and doth every thing in the beſt time 
and manner. His knowledge 1s perfect 

and unerring : his goodnefs boundleſs and 
 never-failing. Tho' his judgments are a 
oreat deep, and his ſchemes utterly un- 
fearchable by us; yet we may reaſonably 


believe, that He conſulteth the happineſs | 


of his ſervants in what is moſt myſterious 
and moſt grievous, and his word giveth 
us the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of it, So that 
whether we exerciſe the faith of chriſtians 
or the reaſon of men, we muſt acknow- 
ledge the hand of Gop, yea, his wiſdom _ 
and goodneſs, in removing our acquaint- 
ance into darkneſs, —— Thus have we 
conſidered the Pſalmiſt's afiction in the 


lois of his friends, and his devout acknow- " 


ledgment of the hand of Gop in it. 
Let us now attend to thoſe natural and 
uſeful refletions, which theſe particulars 
tuggeſt to us: and may Gop, by his 


Spirit, deeply impreſs them Ypon our 
hearts ; 


Os6 |  APPLI- 
+ Job ix, 12. 
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APPLICATION. 


: "The caſe here deſcribed is a very 
oitiable one. - 


It claims the compaſſion of all pious 
and generous minds. , It is a very great . 
 affliftion to be deprived of thoſe, whoſe 
ſouls were formed for friendſhip ; in 
whom we ſaw more and more goodneſs, 
| as our intimacy increaſed ; and with whom 
we exchanged ſo many endearments. It 
1s an affliction, which the moſt worthy, 
tender minds are moſt ſenſible of, and 
affefted with, It ſeemed to touch our 
bleſſed Lord as deep as any other : for 
he <wept at the grave of his friend Laza- 
rus. When ſuch a ſtroke cometh upon 
. thoſe, who, like Heman,ytare advanced in 
| years, and have their ' natural ſtrength 
weakened by infirmities, it is_ peculiarly 
grievous : ſo that they may adopt the 
lively words of the pious Mr. Herbert ; 
'* Thou tak'ſt away my health — and 
more, —for my friends die,” They think 
it too late in life to form new friendſhips ; 
or if they do, they ſeldom reliſh them 
ſo well as the old, — The cares and 
| anxietics, 
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anxieties, the many painful alarms and 
fears, which ſome, whoſe friends have 
been put far from them, have felt, for 
weeks and perhaps months, previous ' to 
the ſeparating ſtroke, render them leſs 
able to bear it: their own bodily ſtrength 
| and mental vigour being weakened there-. 
by. In every caſe of this kind, the 
ſufferers are rar objects of pity, Let 
us put our fouls © in their ſouls ſtead* +; 

enter tenderly into their afflicted caſes; 
_ - weep with them that weep, and pray ear-_ 
_ neſtly for them, that they may have thoſe 
divine ſupports and conſolations, which 
alone can * reyive them, when they walk 
thro* ſo great a trouble,” * Let us likewiſe 
aſiſt and comfort them, as far. as we 
are able; and thus, by bearing one ano- 
ther's burdens, imitate the example and 
fulfil the law of Chriſt. 


' Let us bleſs Gop for as friends 
we wes had, and all the comfort we 
enjoyed in them. 


It is our duty, as Chriſtians, Fe 
thing to give thanks;* and the death 


of our friends is not an excepted caſe. 
When 


4 Job xvi, 4s  ® Pſalm cxxxvii, 7, 


A 


318 The Hand of Gov in removing S, 14, 
When perſons are ſick and in pain, they 
are apt to forget the years of health and 
eaſe, with which they have been favoured. 
So, when we loſe our friends, we are 
apt to forget how long a time we enjoy- 
ed them, and what comfort we had in 
them. ' Or, if: we think of this, I fear it 
is more to increaſe the melancholy plea- | 
ſure of grief, than to promote our thank-. 
fulneſs. But, ſurely it becometh us to 
bleſs Gop, who gave us agreeable re-. 
lations and faithful friends ; gave us to 
ſee and own their worth, and united our 
| hearts in a fincere and ſtrong affeRion. 
| There is likewiſe much reaſon for thank- 
| Fulneſs, that we enjoyed them /o long ; 
that our friendſhip was not diſſolved, 
when it was juſt cementing, and we were 
beginning to taſte the ſweetneſs and find 
the benefits of it. We ſhould moſt thank- 
fully - adore the fountain of all good, for 
the great comfort and pleaſure we have 
| had in them, —that we haye been wit- 
neſſes of their wiſe, pious and ſteady be- 
| haviour, in ſeveral relations and circum- 
ſtances of life z — that they were perſons, 
whom (to uſe an expreſſion of Dr, Young) 
+ we 


. - Z 
F 
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© we might venture to dip into below the 
| ſurface, without fearing that our good 
RY would be lefſened by our curiofi- 

| Let us likewiſe be thankful, that 
on have been no contentions or dif. 
ferences, no coldneſs or ſhyneſs between 
us; that we have no a&ts of unkindnelſs 
to reproach ourſelves with, and that our. 
endearing triendſhip hath not. been, per- 
haps once, interrupted. Let us give Gop 
_ the glory of what was excellent and love- 
'ly in our departed friends, and . praiſe 
him for all the pleaſure and advantage 
we enjoyed by them : for every Creature 
| is that to us, which He 1s Pleated to 
make it, and no more. 


3. Let us humbly ſubmic to the will 
of Gop, when he On our friends far 
from us. 


_*© I was dumb, Caich. the Pfalmift, I 
opened not my mouth, to complain or 
murmur, bHecauſe Thou didſt it. 'F. Gop doth 
it; and there cannot be .a more forcible 
reaſon, not merely for a patient fubmil-_ 
ion, but a chearful acquieſcence, Let 
me remind you, that He hath a right to 


+ Pſalm xxxix, 9, 
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do it, and is juſt, wiſe and kind in all 
he doth. He, we hope, ſaw them ripe 
for Heaven; and judged that the proper, 
the beſt, time to remove them to it. Per. 
haps He hath taken them away from the 
evil to come, We cannot look into fu- 
turity : but He, who can, might foreſee, 
, thar if they had continued longer upon 
earth, ſome temptation would have at- 
tacked them, too ftrong for their reſolu- 
tion z; or ſome affliction would have be- 
fallen them, too heavy for their forti- 
tude. He might foreſee, that their com- 
fort in relative life would have been em- 
bittered, and their future days filled with 
ſorrow. And could we have deſired their 
lives to be lengthened out under ſuch 
diſadvantages? The aged chriſtian 1s of- 
ten lamenting and ſaying, © I want my 
dear conſort and children, to be the ſup- 
| port and comfort of my declining and 
infirm years.* But can you be 1ure, that, 
inſtead of -being ſo, they might not have 
increaſed your griefs and infirmities ; and 
that Gop was not kind to you, in taking 
them away ? — Among many conſidera- 
tions, which might be urged to promote 
our 
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our ſubmiſſion, let us carefully attend to 
the following. — Tho? our pious friends 
are put far Pods Us, they are removed near 
to Gop, their heavenly father and beſt 
friend, They are not gone down to de- 
| ſtruction, nor have they loſt their being. 
 Whar chiefly rendered them lovely in our 
eyes, was of an immortal nature and can 
not be loſt. They reckoned nearneſs to. 
Gov and communion with him, their ſu- 
 preme felicity on earth : and they now 


enjoy 1t without interruption, They are _ 


* abſent from the body, and preſent with 
the Lord.* — Tho', with regard to us, they. 
are removed into darkneſs, yet they are 
gone to the world of light. Their ſepa» 
_ rate ſpirits are ſtill in a tate of. thought 
and activity, and do ' not ſleep with the + 
body ill the reſurre&ion. They are de- 
parted from us; but they are with Chriſt, 
which is far better. They are gathered 
to their friends, who went before them; 
with whom they often took ſweer coun- 
ſe] rogether, and converſed of the place 
where they now are, the work in which 
they are engaged, and the bleſſedneſs 
which they _ They have got better 
acquain= 
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acquaintance and friends than thoſe, whom 
they left behind; even © an innumerable 


company of angels and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect.* They are got beyond 


the boundaries of Satan's kingdom, and 
out. of the reach of fin, diſtreſs and fear. 


They poſſeſs © the inheritance of the 
faints in light. The Lord Gop is their 


everlaſting light, and the days of their 
mourning are ended, — Further, it will 


| help to reconcile our minds to this af- 


fiction, to conſider, that tho* our friends 
are far from us, owr GOD is not. He 1s 
near to. us; a ſure and faithful friend; a 


very preſent help in trouble, Tho? "aj 


of the ſtreams fail, the- fountain flows, and 
will for ever flow, By his providence and 
gracious preſence, He cap fill up the room 
of a departed creature, and amply make 
up, what is one of the moſt preſling 
wants of mortals, the want of a friend. 
He can be. better, every way better, to 


us and ours, than any creature, which 


He hath taken from us. — Finally, we are 


going after our departed friends, and ſhall 


Ha 0 <a hat 2 res 


be with them ſhortly, With this- thought 


David po his mind on the fend 
0 
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of his child ; © I ſhall go to him, but 
he ſhall not return unto me.* They 
have left us ſtruggling with temptations, 
infirmities and ſorrows; and the ſtruggle 
| is harder, as we are deprived of their 
example and aſffiſtance : but it will not 
| be long. We hope ſoon to be with 
them; to ſee them, know them, and 
converſe with them, on terms of great 
advantage z without any prejudice, pal- 
| hon, jealouſy, miſtake, ſuſpicion, or any 
thing that may leſſen our pleaſure an 
each other, Yea, we *© ſhall be ever with 
them and the Lord'*—In the mean time 

let. us conſider, that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
death doth not diſſolve pious friendſhip, 
any more than a-ſhort abſence on earth, 

nay, it ſcarce interrupts or ſuſpends it. 
We ſtill love, and are beloved by, our 
departed friends ; and rhis -is the eſſence 
of friendſhip. They are not unmindful 
of us in the world to which they are 
gone: and tho' we cannot ſee them, we 
_ nay be often reviewing their pleaſing and 
inſtructive image in our hearts, and hold- 
ing communion with them by faith, de- 
votion and hope, Let theſe conſiderations 


cen gage 
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engage us humbly to acquieſce i in the will 
of Gop ; yea to ſay, with Fob, © The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken SO" blef. 
ſed be the name of the Lord.” 


4. Let us be careful and 7 Oey to 
make a due improvement of ſuch at- | 
| flictions. 

By removing our friends, Gop defign- 
eth to ſeal inftruRtion | upon our ſouls: 
and let us be ſolicitous to learn ir. Let 
our departed friends ſtill live in our me- 
mory, honour and affection, Let us de- 
fend their reputation, and afliſt and com- 

_ fort the ſurviving branches of their fami- 
lies. Let us carefully recollect and conſider 
what was excellent and praiſe-worthy in_ 
them, as every good man hath ſome pe- 

cular, diſtinguiſhing excellencies, and let 

us imitate them. For inſtance ; were they 
eminently pious and holy ; ſtrict in obſer- 
ving the ſabbath ; lovers of reading, medt- 
ration and vrayer'; zealous for the ſupport. 
of religion; reſpe&ful and grateful to the 

miniſters of Chriſt ; faithful in the dil- 

charge of daatole duties ? Were they 

frugal of their time, not eating the bread 


of 
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of idleneſs ; charitable to. the poor ; com-. 
paſſionate to thoſe who were in diltrels ? 
Did they att in life, not only with un- 
 blameable integrity, but with the ſtricteſt 
_ equity, honour and candour, and adorn 
their chriſtian profeſſion by a meek, gen- 
tle and chearful ſpirit ? Let us labour to 
tranſcribe theſe graces and qualities into 
- our hearts and practice, from the fair 
copy which we have ſeen, and go and. 
do likewiſe. Let us follow them in the 
path of chriſtian duty, obedience and 
zeal; endeavour to ſupply their lack of 
ſervice, and be quickened to do ſo much 
the more good, becauſe their time and 
opportunity are ended, — Let _us particu- 
larly learn from their removal, to be dead 
to this world, Are our friends and ac- 
quaintance put far from us? Let it wean 
our hearts from this earth, where we 
| ſhall be often loſing ſo: mething or other, 
till we have loſt our earthly All. Let 
| Us not. think ſo much of dead friends in 
_ the grave, as of living friends and /iving 
ſaints in heaven. Let us think in what 
Way ey obtained the glorious reward ; 
that 
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that we may * not be flothful, but fol- 
lowers of them, who, thro? faith and pa- 

_ tience, inherit the promiſes.” Then will 
their death advance our ſpiritual life and 
comfort, and make us more meet for an 
inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. Thus our excel- 
lent moral Poet , deſcribeth the effe&, 
which the death of our friends thould 
have upon us; 


Our dying friends come o'er us like a cloud, 
To damp our brainleſs ardors; and abate 

'That glare of life, which often blinds the wiſe. 
What ſaith this tranſportation of my friends? 
'Tt bids me Jove the place, where now they dwell, 
And ſcorn this wretched ſpot they leave ſo poor. 
— —Thbus ſmitten friends 

Are < bs ſent on errands full of love: 

For ns they languiſh, and for us they die : 

And ſhall they languiſhs ſhall 'they oy 4 in-vain ? F- 


5. Let us be thankful for our friends 
yet living, | and - faithfully POTTY” our 
duty to them, 


Let us praiſe Gov, that all our friends 
and lovers are not put far from us: that, 


tho' we ' may have been viſited with breach 
upon 


ty 


+ Night-Thoughts, 
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upon bilacks and ſorrow upon ſorrow, 
and may have ſurvived moſt of our 
friends ; yet we are not quite deſolate. 
| The? many channels of pleaſure are dried 
up, others are yet open. Our ſurviving 
friends do not, like Heman's, deſert us, 
when we want their ſympathy and affiſ- 
' tance moſt; but ſtill love us, and are 
ready to pity, comfort and ſerve us. We 
are indebted for this to a kind provi- 
dence, -which in the midſt of judgment, 
remembers mercy. — Let us be careful to 
put a due value upon our living friends. 
There have been inſtances of perſons, who 
have grieved ſo much for the loſs of one 
relation or friend, that they could take 
' no comfort in thoſe that were left; could 
never rejoice with them, nor ſo much as 
look chearful any more. Such a conduct 
1s very ungrateful to Gop, highly inde- 
cent in itfelf, very unkind to ſurviving 
friends, and extremely injurious to the 
mourners themſelves. Becauſe Gop hath 
put oze friend far from them, they them- + 

Jefves put away all the reſt: and then, 
perhaps, are frequently complaining, that 
ge they 
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they have not a friend left. It is our 
wiſdom and duty to maintain ſuch a 
command . of our paſſions and ſuch a 
reſpe&t and affetion for our. remaining 
friends, that their friendſhip may, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, make up the want of 
what we have loſt. Let us ſhow ourſelves 
friendly to them, chearful with them, 
thankful for their viſits, tender of their 
comfort and reputation, - and diligent in | 
ſerving them. Let us rejoice with them 
In their proſperity, ſympathize with them 

under their ſorrows, and, in a word, * love 
them as. our own ſouls.* + — Further, let 
us make | the beſt improvement of our. 

friendſhips, ſince we ſee how precarious 

they are, Let our converſe and correl- 
pondence be ſerious and edifying, that 
we may adminiſter grace to one- another. 
Let us ſtrengthen one another's hands in 
| Gop, and ſerve one another in love, el- 
pecially in our beſt intereſts, If our con- 
ſciences accuſe us of any neglect in theſe 
branches of duty, with regard to thoſe 
friends who are put from us, let us be 
| more 


+ 1 Sam, xviii, Is 


— 


S. 13. our Friends far from us. 329 


more cautious and aRive in performing 
them to thoſe who ſurvive. — Finally, 
while we are taking comfort in our friends, 
let us remember they are dying comforts : 
that however dear they are to us, a par- 
ting time will come, and may come very 
ſoon. The Apoſtle ſets before us the 
| great leſſons we are to learn from this 
reflection; * The time is ſhort. They 
' who have wives ſhould be as tho* they 
had none: they that weep, as tho* they 
wept not: they that rejoice, as tho? they 
rejoiced not ; for the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away.* + If we a& upon. theſe 
advices, the ſeparating ſtroke will be leſs 
painful ; and a foundation will be laid 
tor an eternal friendſhip in the heavenly 
reg1Qns, in which there will be no dan- 


ger of Hae prrmges or interruption, any. 
more, —— TI only add, 


6. Let us ' make ſure of a friend, who 
will never leave us; 


Even the almighty and cocrlaſting Gov. 
Many ſignal honours were. conferred upon 
Abraham : but this was the greateſt, that 
P © he 


+ 21 Cor. vii. 29, &c 
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© he was called the friend of Gov, 
If Gop be not our friend, we ſhall be 
Inevitably miſerable, if all the Princes of 
the earth were our friends, The com- 
mon relation of pjous friends to the blef. 
' ſed Gop, in and thro* Jeſus Chriſt the 
band of union, addeth the chief Joy to 
their mutual friendſhip, — Let me exhort 
and urge thoſe, who are enemies to Gop in 
their minds by wicked works, to renounce 
| their enmity. and return to him by ſincere 
repentance, Let me beſeech them, to © ac- 
quaint themſelves with Gop and be at 
peace ; and fo good ſhall come unto 
them.* But let them remember, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the only way of acceſs to the 
Father ; that thro* faith in his atoning 
blood, peace may be made, and thro! his 
mediation a delightful, laſting friendſhip 
eſtabliſhed, between a holy Gop and pe- 
| Hitent believers. No other friend can ap- 
_ © peale a guilty conſcience, heal a diſtem- 
|  Pered mind, compoſe and chear a troubled 
tpirit, eaſe a dying body and make happy 
a departed ſoul, * In his favour is life z 


2nd jn his preſence is fulneſs of joy.” 
Let 


+ James 11, 23s 
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| Let good men value the friendſhip of 
Gov, as their higheſt honour and happ1- 
neſs; keep it inviolate, and live and die 
upon it, If earthly relations and friends 
die and forſake you, it 1s your misfortune : 
but if Gop forſake you, it is your fault - 
| for © the Lord is with you, while you 
are with him.* + Let it be your care and 
ambition to love him with all your heart, 
to live always near to him and maintain 
communion with him. View him every 
day in his works ; converſe with him in 
his word and ordinances ; correſpond with 
him by prayer and thankſgiving ; plead 
his cauſe ; eſpouſe his intereſt ; love and 
ſerve all his friends; and, in a word, 
live to his glory. Let our repeated and 
painful experience of the vanity, uncer- 
tainty and inſufficiency of the creature, 
lead us more and more to the fulneſs and 
all-ſufficiency of the Creator. We have 
need of great caution, leſt our earthly 
iriends ſhould draw away our hearts 
irom Gop, or engroſs that place in them, 
wich ſhould be kept ſacred for him. 
Let it be our habitual care to © keep our- 
F''2 {elves 


T 2 Chron, xv, 2, 


| 
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ſelves in the love of Gop ;* and then all 
things, not excepting the removal of our 


deareſt friends, ſhall work together for 


our good. Then we ſhall have juſt reaſon 


to believe, that when zhey are put far from 
_ vs, our heavenly friend will manifeſt him- 


felf to us by ſome ſpecial, delightful to. 
kens of his preſence and love; as the 


Lord appeared to Abraham and gave him 


iome very gracious promiſes, after that Lt 
was ſeparated from him, + Thus may we 
rejoice, when we are left alone, deſolate 
and afflifted, as in ſuch circumſtances our 


| Lord did : © behold ye ſhall be ſcattered, 


every man to his own home, and ſhall | 
leave me alone : and yet 1 am not alone, 
becauſe the father is with me.” Þ In 
ſhort, all earthly enjoyments are very pre- 


carious ; and you may ſee reaſon to lay 


with a celebrated ſtateſman ; * All things 
elſe forſake me, beſides my Gop, my duty 
and my prayer.' $ —— May the fountain 


of mercies and the Gop of all comtort, 


pour the balm of divine and everlaſting 
conſolation into bleeding mourning hearts ; 
and enable his aged Saints 1n prcnl 
h | Mdy INS who 


+ Gen, xiii, 14. f John xvi, 32. & Sir Fobn Maſon 
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who are left deſtitute, not only to be pa- 
tient in tribulation, but to rejoice ever- 
more, and in every thing to give thanks : 
and they have the higheſt reaſon to do ſo; 
for He, who 1s faithful, unchangeable, and 
keepeth covenant for ever, hath ſaid, © I 
will never, never leave thee ; I will never, 
never, never, forſake thee.” + Amen. 


+ Heb, xiii, 5. gr. 
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The Affurance of Reſt and future Glory 
- pw. to 2000 Daniel, conſidered, 


ae. hl 


Dan1EL xul, 12. 


| But go thou thy way till the end be : for 


thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy lot at 
the and of the days. 


'T was faid of Daniel, by an Angel & 

A. the Lord, that he was a man greath 
beloved : + and one evident and remarkable 
proof of it was, the afſurance given him 
in the text, .of the happineſs which Goo 
had in reſerve for him. Many extraor- 
dinary diſcoveries had been made to him 
of the principal events that were to hap- 
pen to the church and world, to the end 
of time. In the beginning of this chap- 
ter, he is informed of what is to ſucceed 
the end of the world : even the reſur-_ 
rection of the dead, the final judgant, 
an 


+ Dani x, 11, 
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and the everlaſting ſtates of the righteous 
and wicked. Some hints were given him 
as to the times, when theſe events ſhould 
happen. The prophet did not underſtand 
them, (verſe 8,) and therefore deſired to 
| be more particularly informed coricerning 
them. Burt he is told by the perſon thar 
_ appeared to him, who ſeems to have been 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they would 
not be fully underſtood, till the accom- 
pliſhment explained them. And he is 
cut ſhort with this aſſurance, which was 
abundantly ſufficient and fatisfaCtory, that 
whatever was the ſtate of the church and 
the world, is own ſtate ſhould be happy. 
He muſt therefore attend to his duty, 
wait Gop's time, and comfort himſelf with 
theſe pleaſing proſpects. - As Daniel 
was now about ninety years of age, the 
text will furmſh out ſome advices and 
conſolations ſuited to the circumſtances of | 
my aged and honoured friends, whom I 
am this day to addreſs, —And 1 ſhall, 


_ L. Conſider the charge given to Da- 
wich; and, 


"9 11 The. 
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wy The encouragement ſet before him, 


OO. am to conſider the charge given 
to Daniel. 


Go thy way, | till the end be. Moſt com- 
mentators underſtand this, as a diſmiſ- 
fion from life. © Now thou haſt leave 
to depart out of the world.* But upon 
this interpretation, it is not eaſy to ſee rhe 
meaning of that expreſſion, zill the end 
be, And therefore I prefer the interpre- 
tation of Grotius, and others, who conſider 
| it as a charge to- him, to attend to his 
proper buſineſs, to the duties of his 
ſtation and age, till /he end of his life , 
for the original word hath that ſignifica- 
tion 1n many places ; particularly, where 
David ſaith, * Lord, make me to know my 
end, that I may know how frail I am.'+ — 
It may perhaps be intended alſo as a dil- 
charge from his publick office as a pro- 
phet. - © Go thy way ; thou ſhalt receive 
no more ſuch viſions and revelations of the 
Lord, as thou haſt been favoured with.” — 


He had perhaps been too curious and 1n- 


quiſitive 
n Palm xxxix, 4, 
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quiſitive about the time, when thoſe e- 
_ vents ſhould take place, which had been 


' revealed to him, (ver/e 8,) therefore the 


Lord ſaid unto him, (verſe 9,) © go thy 


way, Daniel; * which he repeats in the text, 
This may be a general admonition, not to 


- be too inquiſitive about thoſe matters ; but 
' return to, and mind, the buſineſs of- his 
place and ſtation : to perform his duty as 
a ſervant of Gop, and to do the king's 


buſineſs, as one of his miniſters and 


ſtateſmen. He had been very faithful and 


zealous in both capacities ; had earneſtly 
ſought the honour of Gop, the good of 


Iſrael, and the welfare of the Chaldeans. 
He 1s here, therefore, direCted to perſevere? 
in thoſe duties, which his age and circum- 
ſtances would permit him to diſcharge. 
—— The expreſſion may particularly re- 
ter, to his being patient and contented in 
the troublous times in which he lived, 


and under the affliftions and infirmities. 


he endured. The Greek verſion tenders 
the words, * Go thy way and be at reſt, 
* Be content with that ſtation and condi- 
tion, to which Gop hath appointed thee, 
Be not diſcompoſed by any troubles that 
P 5 may 
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may affe& thee, and thy people ; or by 
the foreſight of thoſe, which ſhall happen 
to the nations in future years ; but pa- 
tiently wait and prepare for thy latter 
end, and do not complain of the length 
and tediouſneſs of thy pilgrimage. Go on 
faithfully and chearfully, thro* that por- 
tien of life which yet remaineth to thee.” 
— To excite him to this, the Lord gives 
him the moſt kind and: extenſive promiſe, 
even an afſurance of future everlaſting bleſ. 
Tedneſs, And this 1s the ſecond thing to 
be conſidered : 


II. The gracious encouragernent {et be- 
fore him. 


« For thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy 
lot at the end of the days.' Now here 
are three things promiſed him ;—a peace- 
#ul retreat in the grave; —a glorious re- 


{urrection from 1t ; — and a aca Lf portion 
;n the heavenly world. 


1. He is promiſed a peaceful retreat 1n 
the grave. 


Thou ſhalt at This, I think, evident- 
ly refers to his death. * Thou ſhalt die 


in 
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in peace, and enter upon a ſtate of reſt. 
And this is a common deſcription of the 
death of good men in Scripture, and 
| well ſuited to their circumſtances here. — 
It implies, that the preſent is a ſtate of 
trouble and diſquietude : that © man who 
is born of a woman is full of trouble,” 
Little reſt is to be expefted here. Sor- 
rows ſucceed one another with few and 


ſhort intervals, and ſometumes continue 
almoſt uninterrupted for months and years | 


together, Good men, and good miniſters 
in particular, have their peculiar troubles : 
and theſe Damiel had experienced. But 

they ſhall reſt, Their bodies ſhall reſt in 
the grave, and their ſouls ſhall reſt with 
Gob. — Their bodies ſhall reſt in the grave. 
So Job, ſpeaking of it, ſaith ; * There the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the 


weary are at reſt.” + And I/aiah faith of 


_ the righteous, * He ſhall enter into peace, 
_ they ſhall zeſt in their beds.” F They ſhall 
be entirely free from what is oppoſite to 
reſt; from whatever may give pain and 
unealineſs to the ſoul, The body ſhall 

then have no wants to ſupply. No pain 
P 6 7-Of 
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or uneaſineſs ſhall attack it: and- tho* jt 

corrupts | in the grave, it 1s inſenſible of 
it, and the ſeparate ſpirit does not feel it, | 
nor is affected by the knowledge of it.— 
The good man reſts from thoſe labours, 
which make him faint and weary ; and from 
all his troubles and ſorrows occaſioned by 
the afflictions and the wickedneſs of others. 
He fears not for his relations : he weeps 
not for his friends. The terrors of the 


world, perſecution, reproach and ridicule 


for his piety, never diſturb his peaceful 
repoſe, He that is dead in Chriſt, is freed 
from the ads of ſin; from all temptations 
to it; from all concern and remorſe about 
it. . Tho? the power of ſin .1s broken by 
renewing and Adandtifying grace, it will 
diſturb his peace, while he 1s in the body. 
On this account, the beſt and holieſt men 
are in ſome meaſure in a reſtleſs condition. 
But when he hath put off the body of 
ſin and death, his conflict and his unea- 
fineſs ceaſe, — But farther, Their ſouls ſhall 
reſt with Gov. The former is a kind of 
- negative happineſs : the reft of a dead 
brute, that feels and fears nothing. But 


the reſt we are ſpeaking of, is the reſt of 
2 : 
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a being that {till exiſts, a rational, ative 
ſpirit 1 that is not deſtroyed and loſt, but 
only retired. from the world. The ra- 
tional ſanctified ſoul cannot be ealy in a 
mere freedom from pain and ſorrow, It 
wants ſomething ſuited to its nature ; that 
will ſatisfy and fill its deſires : and this 
it finds in Gop, to whom it returns, as 
to its reſt and portion and happineſs. It 
exPETIENCES the higheſt acquieſcence and 
delight in the preſence of Gop ; for there 
is fulneſs of Joy. The reſt of rhe ſoul 
doth not imply its ſleep; its being in an 
inſenſfible ſtare, It never ſleeps while 1n 
the body, and 1t would be ſtrange, if it 
ſhould fleep when out of it, No; when 
abſent from the body, it is preſent with 
the Lord. It departs, and 1s with Chriſt, 
which is far better, and lives to him. 
There remaineth a reſt to the people of 
Gop, faith the Apoſtle : the word is, he 
keeping of a ſabbath, which 1s not an 1in- 
dolent repoſe, (tho* too many make it ſo) 
but a holy, devour, praiſing, active reſt 
the employment of all its faculties upon 
Gop ; delightfully reviewing and reflect- 
ing upon what He hath done for it, The 
good 
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good man is happy in his favour and 
enjoyment, in the communications of his 
love; in the exerciſes of devout admira- 
tion, love and joy ; and in the returns 
of homage and praiſe to his great benefac- 
tor, —All this ts attended with joyful reflec- 


tions on what 1s yet to come, the prof- 


pect of greater honour and felicity at the 
reſurre&tion, and their continuance for ever, 
Thus faith the Pſalmiſt, * As for me, I 
ſhall behold thy face in righteouſneſs : 1 
ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeneſs :? + which leads me to add, 


2. Daniel is promiſed a glorious reſur- 
rection from the grave. 


< Thou ſhalt reſt, and at the end of 
the ' days ſtand in thy lot:?* intimating, 
that this reſt in the grave was to continue 
to the end of the days, and that he was + 
then to ſtand in his lot, In this ſenſe the 
Jewiſh and moſt Chriſtian interpreters un- 
derſtand it, In verſe 2, he had been told, 
that when Michael the great prince, that 
is Chriſt, appeared, thoſe that ſlept in 


_ the duſt of the earth ſhould awake z ſome 
| to 
+ Pfalm xvii, x5, 
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to everlaſting /ife, and ſome to /hame and 
everlaſting contempt. The end of the 
days, therefore, refers to the reſurrefion. 
— Here then let us obſerve, That days 
ſhall have an end, Not only DaniePs 
days, and mine, and yours, but all days 
ſhall come to a period. Hence we often 
read of the aft day. The revolution of 
ſeaſons ſhall ceaſe. The ſun and moon, 
thoſe faithful meaſurers of time, ſhall be 
deſtroyed. Time itſelf ſhall be no long- 
er; but days and time be all ſwallowed 
up in eternity. —- Then Daniel, with the 
reſt of Govy's faithful ſervants, ſhall ari/e 
and ſtand upon the earth. When the. 
ſtormy weather is all over, when the noiſe 
of the earth ceaſes, and the diſtreſs of 
nations 1s at an end; then the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe in brighter glory 
upon this dark world, and his luftre ſhall 
rouſe all that fleep in the duſt, Their 
long reſt ſhall be broken; and Saints ſhall 
awake to everlaſting life : not as formerly, . 
after the repoſe of the night, to the ſame 
cares, and pains, and ſorrows; the ſame 
doubts and fears, temptations and corrup- 
Lions, or greater : but to everlaſting health 


and 
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and vigour, holineſs and joy. Thus Feb 
faith, © Man lieth down and riſeth not, till 
the heavens be no more, But then Gop will 
' remember them, and raiſe them out of their 
| ſleep: He vill call them out of the duſt, 
and they will anſwer him ; and He will 
| have a deſire to the work of his hands.” + 
"Their bodies ſhall riſe and ſtand on the 
earth, glorious and honourable ; and they 
will lift up their heads with joy, know- 
ing that their redemption draweth nigh —- 
Once more, 


3. Daniel 1s promiſed a happy portion 
mm the heavenly world. ' 


It had been ſaid, ( verſe 2.) Some ſhall 
rife to everlaſting life. And here, Tho# 
Shall ftand in thy lot, The portion of good 
men hereafter is called their Lot, in allu- | 
ſion to the diviſion of Canaan by lot, when 
the tribes and families of T1/ae! had their 
reſpective ſhares and inheritances in 1t: 
and ſo the word /z7 is uſed to ſignify 
any ſtate or condition, which Gop hath 
aſſigned to men, whether in this or the 
future world, — Now, the expreſſion in the - 
text INLIMAtes, that there ſhall be a day of 


Judgment, 
+ Job xiv, 15. 


9 Is 
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' judgment, when every man ſhall be tried, 


and have his lot publickly aſſigned him ; 
not by chance, but the perfect wiſdom 
and re&itude of the ſupreme judge, ac- 
cording to what: he was, and had done, 
while in the body. — It may intimate 
farther, that good men /hall ftand in that 
judgment ; and not, like the wicked, flee 
to hide themſelves from the preſence of 
their judge. And the text may be illuſ-. 
trated by what David ſaith, * The un- 
godly ſhall not ſand in the judgment, 
nor ſinners in the congregation, or aſſem- 


bly, of the righteous.” + They ſhall have _ 4 


* Boldneſs in the day of judgment. When 
He ſhall appear, they ſhall have confidence, 
and not be aſhamed before Him - at his 
- coming.* | — Further, the expreſſion of 
itanding in /is lot, intimates, that there 
ſhall be different lots or portions aſſigned 
to good men, according to the degree of 
their holineſs and uſefulneſs here, Daniel 
had 4is lot, and other good men have 
theirs, * Every man ſhall receive his own 
reward for his own labours.* Their glory 
ſhall be proportioned to their piety, faith- 

_ fulneſs, 

+ Pſalm i, 5. f 1 John ii, 28, iv, 17, 


Lied et 
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fulneſs, and zeal. So it is ſaid, in verſe 
3. © They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament, and they that - 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars 
for ever and ever,* with greater brightneſs, 
They who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by their piety, zeal and benevolence, for 
a long courſe of years, ſhall be promoted 
ro the higheſt and. brighteſt of thoſe 
manſions, which Chriſt is preparing in his | 
Father's houſe. — Once more, It /hall be 

an abiding felicity, This may be meant 


| by the phraſe ftanding in his lot, as the 


word ſignifies ftanding faſt, ſo as not to 
be removed, Their lot is fixed and de- 
termined by the Almighty, and therefore 
cannot be changed, So, we read in verſe 
3, of ſhining as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
Earthly fubſtances are tranſitory ; but this 
1s a better, an enduring ſubſtance. Earth- 
ly inheritances are not for ever; but the 
heavenly one is #ncorruptible and fadeth 
not away. The brighter diſcoveries of the 
New Teſtament afſure us of the eternity 
of the happineſs of the Saints, Their lot 


is to appear with Chriſt in glory ; to mm 
mt 
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with him in white robes; to behold his 
glory, and be for ever with him,* He 
appoints to them their lot, © even an ever- 
laſting kingdom, as his Father hath ap- 
pointed unto him.'——Let us review the 
gracious encouragement given to Daniel 
In his old age,—-Gop promiſeth him a 
peaceful retreat from this world; that 
his body ſhould reſt in the- grave, and his 
ſoul reſt and be happy with Gop,—That. 
at the reſurre&ion, he ſhould return to 
this world and appear in a glorious formz | 
—and that he ſhould have a happy lot, ; 
inheritance and portion, in the heavenly 
world, This bleſſedneſs Gop hath pro- 
 miſed to all his faithful ſervants. 


Let me now ſhow you to what practical i 

_ purpoles this ſubject 1s to be improved, | ; 
APPLICATION. = 

1, See the neceſſity of ſecuring a happy f | 
lot for ourſelves. - 


Obſerve, my brethren, how kindly Gop It 
treats his ſervants; how comfortably He ||| 
ſpeaks to them; how well He provides hl 
tor them : and therefore how deſirable it | 

i | 
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is to be of their number. Our end is 
drawing on apace. Our days and years 
will ſoon come to a period. The end of 
every year, every month, every week, yea 
every day, naturally reminds us of death, 
which is the end of all men. The living 
ought therefore to lay it to heart; and 
it muſt be inexcuſable folly and ſtupi- 
dity not to refle&t upon it; eſpecially as 
our end may come ſuddenly, and before 


 . we expect it, But you well Know, that 


death is not the end of your being, The 
body. reſts and moulders in the grave, 
but what then becomes of the ſoul ? $9- 
lomon tells us; © when the duſt returns to 
_ the earth as it was, the ſpirit returns to 
Gop who gave it. It enters on a new 
ſcene of being : goes to an abiding place; 
an unchanging ſtate. If zhy lot then be 
good and happy, it will be always ſo. 
If it be bad, it will never change for the 
beiter. Thoſe who are in Chriſt, * die 1n 
| the Lord, and reſt from their labours, 
and their works follow them.” And at 
the great day, Chriſt ſhall bring them 
with him, and give them the kingdom pre- 


| pared for them before the foundation of 
| the 
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the earth. But the men of the world. 
| have their portion in z/zs life: they die 
in their {ins, and go to the place of tor- 
ment. Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh, are their lot, © Upon the 
wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brim- 
ſtone, and a horrible tempeſt : this ſhall 
be the portion of their cup. + They had 
their lot of good things 1n this life, and 
Gop's people their evil things: but they 
ſhall be comforted and ſinners tormented. 
It ought, therefore, to be your greateſt 
care to ſecure a happy lot hereafter; and 
this muſt be choſen and purſued now. 


Gop doth not beſtow eternal happineſs by _ 8 


chance; but upon thoſe who are qualified 
tor it, by complying with the terms of 
the goſpel, and living godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus. You muſt be, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſeth it, * made meet, or fit, for the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light,” F or to 
have a portion or ſhare of their inheritance, 
as the word ſignifies. If you deſire to have 
DanePs happy lot, you muſt live like 
him: and let me remind you what man- 


ner of man he was, and how he lved. 


| He 
T Pſalm Xl, H, i Col, A I 20 
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He was eminent for his early piety, his 
diligent ſtudy of the ſcriptures and fervent 
devotion. He was zealous for Gop and 
religion ; immoveably firm and reſolute 
in the midſt of a wicked generation ; and 
choſe rather to die in the lion's den, than 
to diſpleaſe Gop, and a@ againſt his con- 
fcience. You may not be called to his 
. trials; but if you are not faithful and 
ſteady in /e/s, you will never ſtand in 
greater. * Work out, then, your own 
 falvation with fear and trembling, If ſin- 
ners entice you, conſent not : if they ſay, 
caſt in thy lot among us,* + reje& the 
propoſal with abhorrence. For if you have 
your lot with them here, you will have it 
with them hereafter. Let it be your care 
to ſecure an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoſe hand is "the final lot of 
mortals; and to live by faith in him; 
that when he appears, you may have 
confidence, Give all diligence to prepare 
for your latter end, for it may come 
unawares. * Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom 
his Lord when he cometh, ſhall find 
watching,” 


2, Let 


+ Prov, 1, 10, I4- 
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2, Let the ſervants of Gop attend to _ 


the charge given to Danic/ ; eſpecially 


thoſe, who, like him, are in the decline 


of life ; and learn their duty from it. 


To you, Fathers, I would reſpectfully 
addreſs, and exhort you to go your way : 
to retire, as much as may be, from the 
world. You are not indeed to leave your 
occupations and ſtations while Gop gives 


| you capacities for buſineſs, and your cir- 


cumſtances or families need your. appli- 


cation to it, But what I mean is, that 


you ſhould retire, as much as you can, 
from the hurry and fatigue of buſineſs 


and company. * The faſhion of this 


world paſſeth away.* The world itſelf is 
growing old and dying ; and your end 
will quickly come, Go away then, and 
reſt. Death will be very grievous to thoſe 
who have always been buſtling in the 


world, and fond of company ; and have. 


not been uſed to retire for ſober, ſerious 
thoughts, You muſt die alone; and not 
one of your friends will go with you 
thro? the dark valley. Retire then, and 
commune with your 0wn hearts ; reflect on 

vihat 
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what you have ſeen, and heard, and read, 
of divine things ; and acquaint -yourſelves 
more with Gop, and Chriſt, and the eter- 
nal world, to which you are going. * How 
| long have I to hve, ſaith good old Bar 
2illai, that I ſhould go with the king to 
Feruſalem ? F Go to court! Alas, it is 
time for me to think of dying, and going 
to reſt.* Let not the world tire your 
ſtrength and exhauſt your ſpirits, but keep 
them for the beſt things. Be not too ſo- 
licitous to. know what Gop is doing, or 
will do, in the world ; but ſee that your 
own work be well done, and that you are | 
daily getting more ready for your end 

and change. Be patient and contented 
with your preſent condition ; and be care- 
ful to avoid the deteſtable character, which 
the Apoſtle Fude gives of ſome profefling 
chriſtians, whom he calls murmurers and 
complainers, Þ or, as the word ſignifies, per- 
ſons who find fault with the lot aſſigned 
them. To prevent this, reflect upon your 
proſpects as chriſtians, and * hope and 
quietly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. 
In a word, * the end of all things 1s at 


hand 
| F 2 Sam. XI, 34. | Jude 16, 
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_ be ſober and watch unto prayer. 
Be ye allo patient, ſtabliſh your hearts, 
| for the coming of the Lord draweth . 
". * This leads me to add, 


. Let aged Saints comfort themſelves. 
"ith the proſpe& of this happineſs, pro- 
miſed to Daniel, for it 1s the lot of all 
God's faithful ſervants, 


Tho' Daniel was at a loſs 1 to underſtand 
his own prophecies ; yet it was ſufficient 
for him to know, that Gop intended for 
him a ſafe and peaceful retreat ; a glorious 
reſurre&tion, and'a happy portion in the 
eternal world, The new teſtament throws 
a light upon theſe promiſes, and gives us. 
brighter and fuller diſcoveries than Daniel 
had ; that we thro' patience and comfort 
or. the ſcriptures might have hope. Your 
end is drawing nigh, Your daily Infir- 
mities remind you that it is very near, 
When that comes, you will reſt. Gop 
will hide you from all pains, and cares, 
and ſorrows in the grave, and conduct 
- your ſeparate ſpirits to your father's houſe, 
When ſoul and body are juſt parting, 
you may chearfully ſay, as the pious Mr, 

Q- Matthew 


_ 
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Matthew Mead did in that eircumſtance, 
_ © I am going home, as every honeſt man 

ſhould, when . his. work is done : and ] 
| bleſs Gop, I have a good home: to go to, 


To an eye of faith, it matters little what 


your lot here is; where you live, what 
your condition is ; how you are treated 
by the world ; or where you die and are 
buried. You have a happy lot, on which 
you are juſt entering ; purchaſed by the 
blood of - Chriſt, and enſured by the 
promiſe of that Gop - who cannot lie, 
Live then upon theſe encouragements ; 
and when your ' afflictions and burdens 
increaſe, let this be your language ; © The 
Lord is the portion of my inheritance, 
and of my cup; He maintaineth my /ot, 
 Fhe lines are fallen to me in pleaſant 
places, and 1 have a goodly heritage.” + 
Let the believing proſpe& of this aſliſt 
you to bear the calamities of life with 
fortitude and chearfulneſs, and make you 
| willing to go and poſſeſs your inheritance. 
Let your laſt days be ſpent in habitual. 
 thankfulneſs, for ' theſe conſolations and 
hopes. Gratefully own your obligations 
' to Gop and the Redeemer, for the dil- 
Covers 

+ Pjalm xvi. 5, 6, 


S, 14 of Reſs and future Glory. 355 


coveries of the goſpel, the operations of 
the ſpirit upon your hearts, and any good 
hope thro? grace which you enjoy, Thus 
live and die as penitent believers, at. the 


foot of the croſs z rejoicing in. Chrilt 


Jeſus, having no confidence in yourſelves, 
and looking for the mercy of your ado- 
rable Redeemer, unto eternal life. So the 
pious and zealous Mr. John Knox ſaid on 
| his death bed, *© Satan hath been now 
| feeking to pertuade me, that my fidelity 
and labours in the miniftry have merited 
heaven. But bleſſed be Gop, who brought 
to my mind thoſe two ſcriptures, © what 
haſt thou that thou haſt not received 7? 
and, * not I, but the grace of Gop - with 
me.” Another pious miniſter in the like 
circumſtances, being told by a triend, 
that he was going to. receive his reward, 
anſwered, © Brother, I am going to receive 
mercy.'—Finally, pray earneſtly, that Gop 
would by his ſpirit, ſpeak to your hearts 


thoſe good and comfortable words, which 
he ſpoke to aged Daniel : That he would 
witneſs with your ſpirits, that this is your 


lot, and give you ſome delightful fore- 
taſtes of the inheritance, 
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1 conclude, with expreſſing my beſt 

_ wiſhes and ayers for you, in the words 
- of the apoſtle, + © Now may the Gov of 
hope f/ you with all joy and peace in 
beheving, that ye may abound in hope 


thro! the power of the "TIOVY. Ghoſt,” 


Amen, 
| + Rom, xv. 13. 


THE END. 
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11. Heavenly Paths. Fourth Edit. Price 39. 
12. Abridgement of Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt. Bvo. 


| Fs. 12mo 35s 
Ditto of his Converſe with God. 6d. 


I}. m=— 

14. - Ditto of his Dying Thoughts, 15. 
6 Ditto of his Slighring Chriſt. 34. 

16. Ditto of his Life of Faith. 15. 

LED Ditto of his Dialogues on Perſonal and 


- Family Religion. / 15. ſtitched. _ 
Theſe by the Rev. Mr. B. Fawcett. 


% 


i8. Enquiry into. the Principles of Toleratioh, \Se« 


cond Edition, with conſiderable Additions. _ 
Price 2s. 64. N. B. The Appendix to the firſt 
Edition may be had-ſeparate. Price 64. _. 
19. Sermon on the Death of K. George II. Price 6d, 


Theſe by the Rev. Mr. Feowwnes. | 
Ws Q Lately 


-_ 


: Lal Paithg, 


Ard fold by B. Ware, in Fleet-Street; T. Caves, 
in the Strand ; E. and C. DruiLy, in the Poultry, 
. Lowpon ; and]. Eppowsts, in SHREWSBURY. 


NS Tet of True and falſe Do&#rines. A Sermon 
preached in the Pariſh Church of St. Chad, 
Salop ; —0n September 24, 1769. By William Adams, ; 
 D. D. The Second Edition. Price 6d. | 
4 Letter to the Rev. Dr. Adams of Shrewſbury : oc- 
 cafioned by the Publication of his Sermon, entitled, 
A Teft of true and falſe Dofrines. By the Author of 
Pietas Oxonienfs* The Third Edition, reviſed, cor- 
;Focteil and very much enlarged. * Price 1s. 
Diotrephes Admoniſhed : or ſome Remarks on a Let- 
ter from the Author of Pieras Oxonienfis, to the Rev. 
Dr. Azams, of Shrewſbury ; occaſioned by the above 
Sermon. By a Pariſhioner of St. Chad's. Price 15s. 
The Admaniſher admoniſhed : being a Reply to ſome 
Remarks on a Letter to the Rev. Dr. Adams. By 
_ the Author of Pjetas Oxonienfis. Price 64. ns 
' The Firlt of a Series of Letters to the Author of 
Pietas Oxontenfis, in Anſwer to his Letter to the Rev. 
Dr. Adams. Price gd. ES: 
 Diotrephes Re-admoniſhed :\ or fome Remarks; on 
the ſecond Edition of a Letter from the Author of 
Pietas Oxonienfis, to the Rev. Dr. Adams. Wherein 
Dr. Adams, the Church of Fxgland, and ſome evan- 
_ gelical DoQines, are vindicated from the Miſrepre- 
 ſentations of the Letter-writer. -- By the Author of 
” who admoniſhed. To which is added a Poſtſcript 
- containing. Remarks on the CREE an admoniſhed,. 
jErice 7c 
” Pietas Salopienks ; or an ; Aofoet to. the Pirſt of a 
dries of Letters addreſſed to the Aathor of Pietas. 
Opens Price 1s. - 
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